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SQA Syllabus and corresponding essay questions – Electoral Systems, Voting and Political Attitudes

The UK, Scottish, European Parliamentary and Scottish local government electoral systems; effects on the distribution of power within and among parties, in elected bodies and between the electorate and the elected.
· “The Party List system is more responsive to the will of the electorate than First Past the Post.” Discuss.

· “The Additional Member system is more responsive to the will of the electorate than FPTP or any other system of PR.” Discuss.
· “The Additional Member System is an improvement on First Past The Post because it gives greater choice to voters and results in a more representative Parliament.” Discuss.
· “The Additional Member System gives voters more choice and better representation than does First Past The Post.” Discuss.
· “The Single Transferable Vote system is more responsive to the will of the people than FPTP or any other system of PR.” Discuss.
· “The Single Transferable Vote (STV) gives voters more choice and fairer representation than does First Past The Post.” Discuss.
· “There are fairer electoral systems than First Past The Post.” Discuss.
· “Proportional representation (PR) systems affect both participation and representation.” Discuss.

· “The UK can no longer claim to have a two-party system.” Discuss.
Voting patterns; explanations of voting behaviour.
· “Social class is the most important influence on voting behaviour in the United Kingdom.” Discuss.

· “Social class is no longer an important influence on voting behaviour in the UK.” Discuss.

· To what extent is there a link between social class and voting behaviour in the UK?

· To what extent has social class been replaced by other influences on voting behaviour?

· Assess the influence of social class on voting behaviour in recent elections.
· “Some factors have more influence than others on voting behaviour.” Discuss.
· Assess the factors other than the media which affect voting behaviour.

The shaping of political attitudes through the media; opinion polls; referenda; voter participation.
· To what extent do the media shape political attitudes?

· Critically examine the influence of the media on elections in the UK.

· “The media has very little influence on the way people vote.” Discuss.

· To what extent do the media have an effect on voting behaviour in the UK?

· To what extent do the media threaten democracy in the United Kingdom?

