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Exam Essay Questions
How successful were the reforms in improving social conditions  
in Britain?

How successful were the reforms in establishing a welfare state?

How successfully did the Labour Government promote social 
welfare between 1945-51?

How effective were the reforms in dealing with the problems 
facing Britain at the time?

“The creators of the Welfare State.”  How well deserved is this 
description of the Labour government  of 1945-1951?

Assess the impact of the reforms on the lives of the British 
people. 



In other words...

there are only... 

two questions!



1. How successful were the reforms in 
dealing with the problems/improving 
social conditions of the people?                                                        
(by far the more common question)

2. Did the Labour Reforms create a 
Welfare State?                                               
(not asked very often) 



Both types of questions will require you to discuss the Labour 
reforms in detail to decide how well they dealt with the 
problems/needs of the people.

However, question (2) would also require you to discuss if the 
Labour Party established a Welfare State entirely on their own, 
or did they just build on previous reforms, such as the Liberal 
reforms of 1906-1911, and therefore simply put a more 
comprehensive and formalised system into operation. 



Question 1:

How successful were the reforms in dealing with 
the problems/improving social conditions/

promoting social welfare etc.

Introduction: In any essay like this you must 
clearly establish what the social problems/

conditions were, and why reform was needed.  
This is easy as it has been done for you by                          
William Beveridge when he identified the                     

“Five Giants.”



Main Body: take each of the “Five Giants” in turn 
and show in detail what the government reforms 
did to deal with the problems.
Assess each of the reforms to decide how 
effectively they dealt with the problems:

did they eradicate/cure the problem?
did the reforms ease the problem and by how 
much?
were there any weaknesses in the reforms and 
were they the fault of the government?

At the end of each “Giant” briefly sum up the 
overall effectiveness of the reforms in tackling 
this “evil”



Conclusion:

Relate back to the question -remind the 
reader of what the reforms were meant to do - 
tackle the “Five Giants”.

Summarise the overall strengths and 
weaknesses of the reforms.

Decide which were the most effective.

Point out that although poverty, ill-health and 
bad housing still existed after 1951, 
considerable advances had been made in the 
government taking care of the people.



“The Five Giants”

Want         (poverty)

Disease     (bad health)

Squalor     (housing)

Ignorance (education)

Idleness    (unemployment)





























Question 2 :

“The Creator of the Welfare State.”  How well 
deserved is this description of the Labour 

government of 1945-1951?

OR

How true is it to say that the Labour government 
of 1945-1951 set up the Welfare State?

 



Essential Points
1.   What is a Welfare State?

2.   Decide how much credit the Labour party can take for 
   these reforms.

   Give a brief outline of what had already been achieved by 
   previous reforms e.g. Liberal reforms of 1906-14.

  
   Also, look at the origins of many of the Labour reforms 
   and why they were introduced.

3.   Evaluate the Labour reforms and decide to what extent 
   they match up to the criteria for a Welfare State.   



What is a Welfare State?

The Welfare State is a  comprehensive system 
of state benefits and services which aims to do 
away with the causes and effects of poverty by 
providing care for all the people from the      

                        “cradle to the grave”



The Welfare State



Labour did not create a 
Welfare State from nothing.  
They merely built on 
developments from before 
they came to power.

They merely completed 
and implemented a Welfare 
State which had in part been 
devised by others and would 
have been realised even if 
they had not come to power. 

Labour did create a true 
Welfare State for the first 
time in this country.  What 
they achieved was far more 
than simply building on 
previous piecemeal reforms. 
These reforms were 
dramatically different in their 
nature and scope.  They 
created a whole new concept 
of  care “from the cradle to 
the grave” and destroyed once 
and for all the Poor Law and 
laissez-faire. 

DEBATE



A report produced by Beveridge, 
a Liberal, at the request of 
Churchill, a Conservative.

and preceding reforms 
of late 19th century

Education reform was implementation of 
1944 Butler Education Act ( a Conservative)



YES NO
Liberals did not get rid of the 
Workhouse

Liberals reforms still left a 
considerable element of laissez-
faire through its permissive rather 
than compulsory  legislation e.g. 
free school meals and Labour 
Exchanges.

Liberal reforms were very limited 
in their range and benefits. e.g. 
National Insurance Act, Parts 1 and 
2 for sick and unemployed

The Liberals had laid the foundations of 
the Welfare State between 1906-1914

 Liberals did:

start a system of National Insurance

start old age pensions

become interventionist

increase taxation to pay for social 
    reform
 

try to tackle problems with direct
   government intervention



The Effects of World War II 

“The decisive event in the evolution of the 
Welfare State was the Second World War”      
(M Bruce)

“The war was to have a decisive influence in 
producing a common experience and universal 
treatment for it”                                                   
(D Fraser)



The Effects of World War II 
Evacuation opened the eyes of middle classes to continuing 
problems of poverty and deprivation in industrial city slums.
Rationing and the Blitz meant equality of sacrifice for all 
classes.
War had led to a form of “war socialism” as war time 
coalition government had to become very interventionist to 
regulate the whole country for total war effort e.g. rationing, 
school milk and meals, immunisation, free hospital 
treatment for all war wounded (including bombed civilians, 
state nurseries etc.  
War meant people accepted and expected greater state 
intervention after the war was over.  “Post-war must be 
better than pre-war” - people wanted a better Britain for all.



By the end of the war,  both main parties, Conservative and Labour, 
promised social reforms to improve health, housing and education.

Many doubt, however, that the Conservatives would have introduced 
completed a social welfare system if they had come into power - given 

their desire to cut taxes and also spend on defence. 



Take each of the main areas of reform and give a 
fairly brief outline of the main points and decide 
if they match up to the criteria for creating a 
Welfare State.
 
Also provide a summary of  the overall 
effectiveness of the reforms in meeting the needs 
of the day.
 
(See slides 10-22 above for this information)



Conclusion
Most of the reforms were not the ideas of the 
Labour party and so they cannot be given much 
credit for the origins of the reforms.

The reforms were introduced at a very difficult 
time for the country, many of the reforms had  
limitations, and they did not by any means cure 
all the problems of poverty - particularly housing.  

However, they did introduce a very wide- ranging 
series of reforms which were dramatic in their 
scope and benefit - especially the NHS which 
had a huge effect on the health of the people. 



The Welfare State was different from government 
help that had existed before for these reasons:

1.  It finally ended laissez-faire and the Poor Law

2.  Benefits were centrally organised and given out by 
     the government.

3.  People were now entitled to benefits having paid    
 compulsory flat - rate National Insurance 
 Contributions from their pay packets.

4. There was provision made for those who had not 
    made contributions - National Assistance benefit -  

the workhouse had gone.

5.  A universal health care system was introduced which   
    was free at the point of use.

6.  The system was universal and did provide a safety net 
     for all  “from the cradle to the grave.”



Revision Details

Textbook “Changing Britain 1850-1979 is very good 
for details on this topic.

“Get Results” Revision Book - good lists for 
learning.

“Nixon Notes” available in return for a small 
donation to the Conservative Party, or a promise to 
vote Conservative at the next election (remember 
it is a secret vote as a result of the Ballot Act 1872) 


