Creation of a Nation- Part Two
The Union of the Crowns

Contents

· Introduction.

· The Battle of Flodden; “the Flowers of the Forest” 

· Religious unrest in Scotland.

· The Triangle; Scotland, England and France.

· Mary Queen of Scots; Queen of France and Scotland.

· The Darnley Murder Investigation.

· The Casket Letters

· The Babington Plot

· The Union of the Crowns

· Debate; should Scotland and England be in a Union?

· Glossary

Creation of a Nation- part two

Introduction

As you have seen in part one, Scotland came together from a group of tribes and smaller kingdoms that joined together through violent struggles or necessity. Alba in the North East grew in strength until the Battle of Carham with the Angles settled the border between Scotland and England (more or less) to this day.

The Scottish Kings invited the powerful Normans into the kingdom and they helped to strengthen the country, bring better law and order and prosperity.

If you were really observant, you might have noticed that the kings of England sometimes claimed overlordship of Scotland, from the time of the Normans. This meant that some English kings wanted to be able to give orders to the Scots kings, for example asking them to fight for England during times of war, or sending taxes to England.

The Scots, of course, were not happy about this and struggled for their independence. For hundreds of years they fought to stay separate from England, sometimes winning famous victories like Bannockburn, but often suffering great defeats to their more powerful neighbour.
The Scots made an alliance with England’s oldest and most bitter rival, France, to help. This is often called the “Auld Alliance” as it lasted hundreds of years.

This unit is about how this began to change with Scotland eventually joining together with England.

Task;
Think about similarities and differences we have with England and write them down.

Pair up with your neighbour and see if he or she agrees.

Now share your ideas with the class.

The Battle of Flodden; “the Flowers of the Forest” 

[image: image21.wmf]
Dule- sadness
Wae- grief

Guile- trickery
This is part of an old song which was passed down through the generations by singing and reciting it. It wasn’t written down until long after it was first sung.

The song is about a battle almost 500 years ago, just over the border in England. It is a sad song remembering the men who died at the battle.

The battle took place near a hill called Flodden Hill. In 1513 it was the site of a terrible defeat for the Scottish army. King James IV had invaded England with 20,000 men from all over Scotland. 
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The Scots were mainly footsoldiers and were armed with twenty foot long spears. They also had seventeen “culverins” (great guns) and equipment pulled by 400 oxen. This was one of the best armies Scotland had ever sent over the border.

The Earl of Surrey, the English commander, was a skilful and experienced soldier. King James was headstrong and inexperienced. This was an important reason why the English achieved a big victory.

The Battle of Flodden; “the Flowers of the Forest” Tasks and Questions

What you need to know;

· Why Flodden Field was such a disaster for Scotland.

 Tasks and Questions
1) When did the battle of Flodden take place?

2) Who led the Scottish army?

3) How many men did the Scots have?

4) How long were the Scots’ spears?

5) What was a “culverin”?

6) Who led the English army?

7) What was the difference between the leader of the English and the leader of the Scots?

Here’s a basic description of how the Battle of Flodden unfolded, from a modern historian.

[image: image13.jpg]



Look carefully at Source A;

8) How did the English leader, Surrey, get an advantage over James’ army?

9) What was the difference between the Scottish gunners and the English ones?

10) What happened to the Scottish “schiltroms”?

11) Which important men were killed in the battle?

Here’s another Historian’s view about the battle of Flodden;
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Look carefully at source B;
12) Why did James IV lead an army to fight at Flodden?

13) What was the “Great Michael” and why did the English fear it?

14) Who was king James IV married to?

Extra;
Think! What might be the consequences of this disaster for Scotland? 
Flodden Video

What you need to know;

· More detail about the battle.

· How archaeologists build up a picture of the past.

Questions;

1) What was the Earl of Surrey’s real name?

2) What did the archaeologists find, above ground, first of all?

3) Later, what kind of pottery did they find?

4) Where was the pottery made?

5) How did the Scots get their guns to the battlefield?

6) Explain how Surrey gained an advantage (strong position) over the Scots.

7) What two problems did the Scottish artillery (big gun regiment) have?

8) How did the English bill men stop themselves slipping on dead bodies?

9) What did archaeologists find at the bottom of Branxton Hill?

A New Religion in Scotland
What you need to know;

· Why people in Scotland were growing unhappy with the Catholic Church.

· What “Protestantism” is.

· How religion was a serious issue for people in Scotland in the 1500s.

Introduction
The disaster at Flodden meant Scotland had lost her confidence. A strong king had died and a great army had been badly defeated. The new King, James V, was still only a child.

Another difficulty the Scots faced was that of religion. People in Scotland took religion very seriously in the 16th Century. Most people followed the Catholic religion. The head of the Catholic Church is of course the Pope, in Rome.

The problem was, the Catholic Church began to upset people, not only in Scotland, but in many other places in Europe, too.
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Here are some of the problems people had with the Catholic Church;

A New Religion in Scotland- tasks and questions.

1) What religion did most people in Scotland and Europe follow?

2) Who is the head of the Catholic Church and where does he live?

3) Make a spider diagram of four things people were unhappy about, to do with the Catholic Church;
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Problems with the Catholic Church
Now, look at the following sources;
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4) Compare source A and source B. Do you think that they agree or disagree about the church in Scotland being corrupt? Explain your answer.
Structure your answer like this (make sure you choose the right option, too);

Sources A and B agree/disagree about the church in Scotland. Sources A and B agree that  _________________ . Source A says _____________________________ whereas Source B says ______________________________ .

Protestantism comes to Scotland
In Germany, a man called Martin Luther began a protest against the Catholic Church. His ideas quickly spread, and soon they reached Scotland. John Knox became the leader of the Protestants in Scotland. This was a dangerous thing to do, because you could be tortured or executed as a heretic (someone who speaks out against the church).

The King of England was Henry VIII. He made England a Protestant country after the Pope refused to allow him to divorce his wife. He was powerful and ambitious and wanted more influence in Scotland. He began sending English translations of the bible to Scotland, to encourage her to become Protestant.

George Wishart was one case of a man who was killed for his beliefs. He was burnt at the stake for speaking out against the Church in 1546. The man who gave the order was Cardinal Beaton. He himself was brutally murdered by a group of Protestants, who also were against his views that Scotland should stay close friends with France.


Protestantism comes to Scotland Tasks and Questions

1) Who started a protest against the Church in Germany?

2) Who became the leader of the Protestants in Scotland?
3) Why did Henry VIII fall out with the Pope?

4) What did Henry send to Scotland, to persuade the Scots to become a Protestant country?

5) a) Who was George Wishart?

b) Why was he executed?

    6) What happened to the man who gave the order for Wishart’s death?

7) Look carefully at Source A. People were burned in public, for all to see. Why do you think this was done?

THINK, PAIR and SHARE.

8) Look carefully at source B. 

a) Why does the writer think religion caused such trouble?

b) What else, linked to religion, was causing trouble in Scotland?



The Triangle; Scotland, France and England






The diagram, above, summarises the relationship between Scotland, France and England. You can see that Scotland has strong links with both England and France.

Task; make your own copy of the diagram.

In 1542, James V, King of Scotland lay heartbroken on his deathbed after another defeat by the English. At almost the same time, his wife gave birth to a daughter she called Mary in Linlithgow Palace, on 8th December 1542.

James had hoped for a son, to continue after him. When he heard the news, he said sadly;

“It cam’ wi’ a lass and it’ll gang wi’ a lass.”
James believed that, without a son, the Stewart dynasty (family) would die out.

Mary was born into a family with close ties to both England and France. Scotland also had close ties with both countries. The problem was, each one wanted power and influence over the Scots for their own reasons.














Family tree Tasks;
1) Draw your own copy of the family tree into your jotters.

Now answer the following questions;

2) Who did James V marry?

3) Name Henry VIII’s three children.

4) a) Who was Mary Queen of Scots’ grandmother?

b) Who was Mary Queen of Scots’ great uncle?

5) Who did the young Mary of Scotland marry?
Mary of Scotland as child
Scotland was a dangerous place to be for the young Mary. Both the French and the English wanted to control Scotland, so both countries wanted to gain control of the young queen.

· Mary of Guise, 
Mary’s mother, was French.

She was determined to keep

 Scotland allied with France.

Many Scots were not happy about

this.
· Henry VIII wanted Mary to be promised in marriage to his young son.

· Henry sent a destructive army north to Scotland in 1544-45, to try to bully the country into submission. The Scots simply resisted all the more. This was known as “the rough wooing”.

· Mary, aged five, had to be taken to France for her own safety. She was promised to be the wife of the Dauphin, the future king of France.

· Mary of Guise invited French officials and French troops into Scotland. Many Scots didn’t like this. 

· Mary of Guise died on the 11th June 1560.
Tasks;
1) Why was it difficult for the Scots to decide what to do with Mary?

2) Who wanted Mary to be married to his son? Why do you think this was important?

3) “Wooing” is an old fashioned word for when a boy tries to impress a girl he likes. Why then was the invasion of Scotland by Henry VIII called the “rough wooing”?

4) THINK- which country do you think Scotland should side with? Explain your answer.

PAIR- now compare your answer with your neighbour’s.

SHARE- now share your ideas with the class.

Extras;
Source A is from a modern History book. It tells us about what happened in Scotland when Mary left as a child.
Extra Tasks;
1) Who was regent (ruler) while Mary was in France?

2) Who were the “Lords of the Congregation”?

3) Who helped the Protestant lords force the French to leave?

4) Imagine what it would be like, being taken away from your home and family at the age of five, to a new country. Write down what you think.

Queen Mary of France 

By the time Mary was 15 years old, she was Queen of Scotland, living in France and married to a French prince. This meant she was now the future Queen of France. She also made an agreement with King Henry II of France that if she did not have a son with her husband then Scotland would belong to France. The Scots were not happy about this agreement and even refused to send the Scottish crown to Mary in France although she was Queen of Scotland.


Tragedy struck Mary as her young husband, King Francis II of France, died on 5 December 1560. The secret agreement was forgotten about as Mary and Francis did not have any children. At the age of 17, Mary was a widow. She was no longer Queen of France as the throne went to Francis’ brother. 

Mary had no choice but to return to Scotland. However, there was a new monarch – a queen of England – and this was going to cause problems for Mary. 
Activity – Discussion point

Mary had had a lot of drama in her life by the age of 17. She was a widow and was no longer Queen of France. Her father had died and she had grown up away from her mother. This was a lot for a 17-year-old girl to handle.

Think about what YOU hope to be doing when you are 17. Do you think you will still be at school or college? Do you hope to have a job? 

Is it the same as Mary?

Fill out the passport form below, for Mary. You can find the answers in the information, above.
Application for passport 

1.
Name: Surname ________________

First name _______________ 

Title (s) _________________

2.
Nationality _____________

3.
Birth: Place_____________
Date_____________

4.
Age ________

5.
Male or female ________

6.
Parents: Father
(dead or alive) _________


Mother 
(dead or alive) _________

7.
Married: yes or no. If answer is yes, please answer below


Full name of husband/wife ____________________


Date of marriage ____________________________


Place of marriage ___________________________


State of marriage: still married/divorced/widowed



(score out wrong ones)

8.
If divorced or widowed, date this event _____________

9.
Reason for visit to Scotland ______________________

10.
Do you intend to stay in this country long? __________

Mary, Queen of Scots in Scotland

As we have seen in the last two sections, a lot happened in Mary’s life by the time she’d reached only reached 19 years of age. Let’s recap:

· She officially became queen when she was 6 days old.

· She had to leave her home country because it was too dangerous.

· She was married and widowed. 

· Her mother died.

· Scotland became Protestant in her absence, whilst she remained Catholic.
Mary returned to Scotland as a young woman of 19, in 1561. She had left her pleasant life in France for Scotland, which was a far wilder, more dangerous place to be. 

If Mary was to rule her country successfully, she would have to deal with some big challenges. Here are the most important;

· She was a Catholic Queen and most Scots were now Protestant. She would have to try to get on with them.

· Her cousin, Queen Elizabeth of England, saw Mary as a threat. Some Catholics in England wanted Mary to be Queen there, so Mary would have to be careful about what she said and did.

·  She was still young and inexperienced, so would need help to rule.

· She would have to find a new husband, and she hoped to have an heir to secure the succession.

At first, Mary did well. She gave money to help the new Protestant Church and even managed to charm John Knox, the fiery preacher who spoke out against her. She was young and beautiful, so had many suitors. She also got help from her half brother, James Stewart, to rule.
Mary, Queen of Scots in Scotland- Task
Make up a table, like this;

	Disadvantages Mary had as a young Queen
	Advantages Mary had as a young Queen

	
	


Now, think of three disadvantages Mary faced, and three advantages.
Mary’s Turbulent Reign
Mary soon started to face trouble in Scotland. First, she needed to find a new husband. Mary had to consider the following:

· She could not marry a Catholic as this would upset the Protestant community within Scotland.

· If she married a Protestant, the Catholic community within Scotland would be upset.

· Elizabeth had to approve because she could name someone else as heir to the English throne. 

· Elizabeth wanted her to marry an Englishman. 

· If she married someone from a foreign country, they could become involved in a war with England. 

Mary intended to marry the son of King Philip II of Spain, Don Carlos. Spain was a Catholic country so the Protestant nobles would not have approved. 

Some of the Scottish nobles hoped that they would be chosen by Mary as they wanted to be in a position of greater authority. Whoever married Mary would become a very wealthy and powerful man. Elizabeth even suggested someone. She wanted Mary to marry Robert Dudley. He was a Protestant and Elizabeth knew that she would be able to control him. This meant that she would have more control over Scotland. Elizabeth hinted that if Mary was to marry Dudley, she would accept her as heir to the English throne and would become her friend. However, Mary rejected Dudley.

Activity

Imagine you are an advisor to Mary. You have to help her decide who should be her husband. 

Read the following descriptions of suitors and give reasons why Mary should NOT marry each of them by explaining who would be upset by the marriage. 



Extra; 
What qualities would you look for in a future partner? Jot them down in a quick list, entitled “Qualities to look for in a future partner”
Do people always make the right choice?

Why do people often make mistakes, when choosing a partner?
Marriage to Darnley

Mary eventually chose to marry her cousin, Lord Henry Darnley. They were married on 29 July 1565 at Holyrood Palace in Edinburgh when she was 22 years old. He was English but he was also a Catholic, which did not reflect the full wishes of Queen Elizabeth I.


Some Scots nobles, including Mary’s half brother, were angry about the marriage, too.

Mary’s marriage to Darnley was not popular with the people of Scotland. Darnley was alleged to be a violent and bad-tempered man. He was also demanding more power and influence. Mary became deeply unhappy during the marriage and became very close to her secretary, an Italian man named David Riccio. Darnley became incredibly jealous of Mary’s relationship with Riccio and was convinced that they were having an affair. The other Protestant nobles did not like Riccio either as they felt he had too much influence over Mary.

On 9 March 1566, Mary was having a dinner party for close friends in one of her private rooms in Holyrood Palace. Riccio was there. Darnley, accompanied by Lord Ruthven and other nobles, entered the room. Riccio was terrified and hid behind Mary, who was six months pregnant at the time. Riccio was stabbed and then dragged out of the room screaming. He was stabbed 56 times in total. Mary was horrified and this incident made her hate Darnley even more.
Activity – Police report

Imagine that you are a police officer investigating
 the murder of Riccio. Complete this police report.

Activity – Enquiry skills 
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The murder of Riccio, by John Opie, 1787.
How useful is this painting in showing us what happened the night Riccio died? (Your teacher will show you a larger copy on the projector).

Lay out your answer, like this;

The painting is a Primary/Secondary source.

The purpose is to ____________________________

The picture shows us ____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

Murder of Darnley

When Riccio was killed, Mary was already pregnant with a son. By the time of James’ birth, Mary was separated from Darnley; she had absolutely no love left for him. She did not want to be married to him anymore. However, the Catholic Church would not recognise an annulment or a divorce. 

Mary had a new friend, the Earl of Bothwell. Many people at the time suspected that Mary and Bothwell were in love and that she was having an affair with him. 

By the end of 1566, Darnley was very sick, possibly suffering from small pox. Mary arranged for him to go to Kirk o’ Field, a house in Edinburgh. He could not stay in Holyrood Palace in case the young James caught the illness. 

On 9 February 1567, Darnley was murdered at Kirk o’ Field. His death was very suspicious. Someone had placed gun powder in the basement of Kirk o’ Field and the house blew up. In fact, Mary had seen Bothwell’s servant, Paris, there. Most suspiciously, Darnley’s body was uncovered in the courtyard outside Kirk o’ Field and not a mark was found on his body. Beside his body were a cloak, chair, dagger and piece of rope. Mary had been at a ball in Holyrood Palace the night Darnley died. 
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Look closely at the painting, above. What does it show us about Darnley’s murder?
The whole of Edinburgh was asking two questions: first of all, who killed Darnley and secondly, how did he die?

Bothwell went on trial for the murder of Darnley in April 1567. He was found not guilty, but he had 300 of his own men standing outside the court, in an attempt to scare the jury into finding him not guilty. 

Also Mary’s actions following the murder made people very suspicious. On 15 May, just 3 months after the death of her second husband, Mary married the Earl of Bothwell. Mary was now 24 years old and married to her third husband.
The Murder of Darnley- Tasks and questions
What you need to be able to do;

· Come to a verdict (a judgement) on whether Mary was guilty or innocent of Darnley’s murder.

1) Why did Mary no longer love Darnley?

2) Why could Mary not divorce Darnley?

3) Who was Mary suspected of having an affair with?

4) What dangerous disease had Darnley caught?

5) Describe the events surrounding Darnley’s murder.

a.  Who was suspected of killing Darnley?

b. What did he do to make sure he was found “not guilty”?

Darnley Murder Investigation
Now you are going to look more closely at the evidence for and against Mary’s guilt. You need to come to a verdict, a decision on whether she has been proven guilty, or not guilty.
	The Prosecution- tries to find Mary guilty.

· It was well known Mary hated Darnley after the murder of Riccio.

· Mary couldn’t divorce Darnley, because of her faith. One way around this was to have him killed.

· The Protestant Lords suggested “removing” Darnley. Mary declared that nothing should be done to taint her honour- this meant it fine, as long as the murder wasn’t traced to her.

· Mary wrote letters, which were discovered after Darnley’s death. These letters (known as the “Casket Letters”) show she wanted rid of Darnley; “cursed be this fellow that troubleth me this much”, she wrote.

· Mary left Darnley at the house of Kirk o’ Field, where she looked after him. The night Darnley was killed, she conveniently left for a wedding party of one of her servants.

· Mary was abducted by Bothwell soon after the killing. She said she was raped and forced to marry him. Some said she agreed to go willingly.
· Mary and Bothwell led an army to the Battle of Carberry Hill. They kissed in full view of both sides, showing Mary was in love with Bothwell.


	The Defence- tries to prove Mary is not guilty.

· There was no evidence that Mary was ever unfaithful to Darnley.
· Mary looked after Darnley, despite his small pox. Why would she kill him after risking her life for him?

· The Protestant Lords were unruly and were hard to control. It is quite possible they took the decision to murder Darnley without Mary’s knowledge.
· The “Casket Letters” were fakes. They were part of a plot to make Mary seem guilty. The letters didn’t really make sense and Mary’s writing was easy to copy.
· Mary did look after Darnley. This only proves she is innocent, because she risked her life to help her husband. She would not have bothered if she knew he’d be killed.

· Mary was too afraid of Bothwell to stand up to him. He was a killer and Mary feared for her own life, so went along with his wishes.

· Again, Mary had to go along with Bothwell’s wishes as she was too afraid not to.




Task;
Examine the information above, on the murder of Darnley.

Write down the three strongest pieces of evidence FOR Mary’s guilt and AGAINST her guilt.

Now, write down your overall verdict. Was Mary guilty, or not guilty of the murder?

The class should vote FOR and AGAINST Mary’s guilt, to come to a final verdict.

Mary Queen of Scots- video
What you need to know;
· More detail about Mary’s life.

1) Henry VIII sent an army into Scotland to force Scots to give Mary to Edward in marriage. What was this called?

2) Who did Mary marry first?

3) What happened when Mary of Guise died?

4) How did Mary help the Protestant Church?

5) How old was Darnley when he married Mary?

6) Why could Mary not divorce Darnley?

7) Where was Mary imprisoned first?

8) She was forced to abdicate. What does this mean?

9) Who was the new regent? (A regent ruled Scotland for a young King or Queen until he or she was old enough to rule.)

10) Who set up Mary in an assassination (murder) plot against Elizabeth?

Mary’s Downfall

What you need to know;

· Why many people now turned against Mary.

· The story of how she was defeated at Langside and Carberry Hill.

· How Mary escaped to England, but was imprisoned by her cousin, Queen Elizabeth.

People now turned against Mary. She was demonised as a Catholic in a largely Protestant country. Her husband, Darnley, was murdered and she was under suspicion of being involved. Also, she now married Bothwell, who was known to be a dangerous man. 
In 1567, the nobles raised an army against her. They met at a place called Carberry Hill. There was no real battle, as Mary’s supporters drifted away. She gave herself up to the nobles, who imprisoned her in Loch Leven Castle. Bothwell fled, eventually after many misadventures, to die a madman in a prison in Denmark.
Mary was now forced to abdicate (give up being Queen). In prison, she may have miscarried twins. Soon, though, she escaped by charming her jailer and rode off to raise another army. This time, though Mary had support, her army was defeated at Langside (south of Glasgow) and she fled to the border, hoping for the help of her cousin, Queen Elizabeth of England. She was still only 25.
Mary’s Downfall-Tasks;

1) Why did people now turn against Mary? Write three things.

2) Where did Mary give herself up to the nobles?

3) Where was Mary imprisoned?

4) What battle did Mary lose?

5) Where did Mary now flee to?

Extra; Make a timeline of Mary’s downfall, using the following information;
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Mary in England
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Activity 1
Look at the picture above and answer the following question.

How valuable is this picture in showing what Mary was like when she was in prison? 

Activity 2
While Mary was in prison, she and Elizabeth wrote to each other. 

Imagine that you are Elizabeth. You have to write to Mary and explain why you are putting her in prison. Try to persuade her that you are doing this for her own good. 

The Casket Letters

Instead of helping Mary regain her throne, as she’d hoped, Elizabeth refused to meet her as she was worried that her supporters might be upset that she was helping a Catholic Queen.
She was imprisoned for the next nineteen years, never to return to Scotland.

Mary was investigated for the murder of Darnley during this time. Some letters were found in a casket, supposedly written by Mary in a kind of code. They showed that she was involved in the murder- but were they real or were they fakes?
The evidence
· It was claimed they were found by Lord Morton. It is believed they were being taken to Bothwell by George Dalgleish was forced to hand them over. The problem is, few people saw the originals, so it’s difficult to know what they said.

· Mary had many enemies when she was held captive in Loch Leven. They were looking for ways to discredit her (make her look bad). They kept the letters for eighteen months, before revealing them only when Dalgleish had been executed. Could these enemies have faked them?
· Lord Sussex thought little of them and wrote a letter to Elizabeth telling her the things to do to acquit Mary.

· Maitland, one of the prosecutors at Mary’s trial, became one of her greatest supporters and wanted to see her returned to Scotland.

· Lord Norfolk looked at the letters, but still considered a marriage to the Scottish Queen. Why would he wish to marry her if he believed she had married her second husband?

· Lord Moray, Mary’s half brother, wanted to see her found guilty, as he would remain Regent and in charge of Scotland.

· The originals have been lost, so we have no way of authenticating (proving Mary wrote them) them now.
· The letters make little or no sense, flowing in odd patterns and often completely disjointed (out of sequence). However, Mary was an intelligent woman and her other writings make sense.

In the end, Mary was found innocent. However, she remained in prison for the next 18 years because she was still a threat to Elizabeth and if she returned home, she might be murdered.

The Casket Letters- Tasks

1) Who (supposedly) wrote the Casket letters?
2) Who were they written to?

3) What were they supposed to prove?

4) How were they found?

5) What did Lord Sussex think of them?

6) Why did Moray want Mary found guilty?

7) Look at the evidence. In your opinion, were the letters fake or real?

The Babington Plot

Elizabeth was becoming increasingly concerned about Mary. She knew she could not execute Mary without cause and without a proper trial. Elizabeth knew that the Catholics of England and Scotland would rebel against her and she could lose her throne. She had to find a clear reason for executing Mary. If Elizabeth could prove that Mary was involved in a plot to kill her then this would be a legitimate reason to kill her. 

In 1585, when Mary had been in prison for 16 years, Elizabeth passed new laws in England which said that if anyone was seen to be plotting against Elizabeth then Mary would be executed. This was something that the Catholic community did not want. 

Elizabeth asked her secretary of state and close advisor Francis Walsingham to spy on Mary and read her letters to find out if Mary was plotting anything. Mary had been writing letters to friends in France and Spain asking for help in her attempt to escape and overthrow Elizabeth. Walshingham intercepted these letters. Walsingham did not stop the letters right away because he wanted to know who else was involved in the plot. 
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Francis Walsingham, Elizabeth's agent and spy
Walsingham also discovered that Mary was communicating with a young Catholic man called Anthony Babington. Although these letters were written in code, Walsingham was able to break it. In July 1568, Babington wrote to Mary making it very clear that he was planning to murder Elizabeth. Mary responded that it was up to him what he decided to do. This was enough evidence for Walsingham and Elizabeth. Now the government had a case against Mary. Babington and his friends were quickly caught, then hung drawn and quartered.
Mary was put on trial for treason, found guilty and executed on 8th February 1587 at Fotheringay. It was a tragic end to a once promising and brilliant young woman.

The Babington Plot- Tasks

1) Who was Walsingham?

2) What did he discover in 1586?

3) What was Babington setting up?

4) Who was the double agent?

5) How was Mary caught?

6) How were Babington and his friends executed?

7) What was Mary found guilty of?

8) When was her execution?


Extra; This is an extract from a letter written by Mary during her captivity to a friend.

How is this source useful in proving that Mary was involved in the Catholic plots?
Mary’s execution
Mary was said to have been very brave on the day of her execution. She walked with dignity to the Great Hall at Fotheringhay Castle. She was helped by her servants as she was too weak to walk herself. She was dressed all in black with a white veil and a scarlet red underskirt. The red underskirt symbolised the fact that Mary believed she was dying because she was a Catholic and that she was a martyr, someone who dies for their religious beliefs. 
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Mary was very composed in front of the several hundred people who had come to watch her execution.

While her death warrant was read, Mary prayed aloud with her rosary beads in her hand. She prayed for her son and the Church. She also prayed for Elizabeth and wished her well.




Mary spoke to her servants and friends and asked them to remember her in their prayers. Her eyes were covered with a white cloth and she put her head on the block. She spoke a prayer in Latin, saying ‘Into your hands, oh Lord’ and the executioner slammed the axe down on the back of her head. However, it would take another two attempts to cut her head off! The axe man lifted up her head to show the crowd that she was dead.
However, to the shock and horror of the crowd, he was left holding her hair. Her head fell down and rolled along the floor. Mary had been wearing a wig: her hair was very short and was completely white. 

Despite her apparent failure, Mary’s son James became James VI of Scotland and James I of England when Elizabeth died. The crowns of Scotland and England were united.
Mary Queen of Scots- Debate
Mary is one of the most colourful and interesting figures in History. Many films and books have portrayed her and this is partly because of her adventures, her beauty and because it is hard to decide whether to have sympathy with her or not.
What do you think?

Look at Mary’s story and come to a judgement about her.

Questions to ask yourself;

· Did she care about Scotland?

· Did she make bad choices?

· Was she unlucky in some ways?

· Was she involved in plots?
· Did she help kill Darnley?

· Was she terrified of Bothwell?

· Was it too difficult being a young Queen of Scotland at that time?
Dule and wae for the order sent our lads to the border,


The English, for ance, by guile wan the day:


The Flowers of the Forest, that foucht aye the foremost,


The prime o’ our land are cauld in the clay.





Left is a portrait of James IV of Scotland. He was, up until Flodden, a very successful king, who had a magnificent court and united Scotland behind him.
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James IV








Source A





The Scottish army at Flodden, for once, was larger than the English one. James IV would have been confident of victory when he heard of the approach of the English army. The Scots positioned themselves on Flodden hill and dug gun emplacements into the side of the hill. They awaited the English army to arrive from the south. The English commander, Surrey, realised that the Scots had too strong a position, so he decided to take his army round to the north, cutting the Scots off from their homeland. The Scots were forced to change their position.





When the battle started, the inexperienced Scottish gunners could not fire down accurately at the English. The English guns were much more accurate. The Scottish had “schiltroms” of long spears, but these broke up in the muddy ground at the bottom of the hill as they advanced. The English had a shorter weapon, the “bill hook”, which  they could use to stab and hook around their opponents necks.





James IV charged down into the fight, but was cut down and killed in the chaos. At the end of the battle, he was only recognisable by the coat of arms on his surcoat. Nine Earls, an Archbishop and a Bishop, fourteen lords as well thousands of ordinary soldiers, died too.








Source B


The battle of Flodden was a real disaster for Scotland. The battle was not necessary at all, and only happened because of the “Auld Alliance” with France. The Scots also lent the “Great Michael” to the French. It was the most advanced warship of it’s time and this worried and angered King Henry VIII.





James IV was married to Henry’s sister, but stayed loyal to his old friendship with the French.
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A model of the Great Michael








The church was too rich- it owned 40% of the land and made even more profit than the king! The church was supposed to be more concerned with spiritual matters.


It was corrupt. Important churchmen could make money from several different churches.


The king and nobles got friends and relatives comfortable positions in the church.


Many priests were very poor, so charged money or demanded presents before they’d perform their duties.


Many priests lived with women and had illegitimate children- which was against their vows.





Source B





The church was very corrupt. James V even made one of his illegitimate sons Archbishop of St Andrews at the age of eleven!





From a modern History book.





Source A


I have three illegitimate sons… I therefore beg your holiness that, when their age allows, they may be promoted to priesthood…they may hold any church dignities (jobs) whatsoever…


A letter from James V to the Pope.





Source B was written by a modern historian





Religion caused a huge amount of trouble in 16th and 17th Century Scotland. Murders, burnings, assaults and angry mobs were commonplace in the larger towns. Tied into the problem of religion were the Catholic French and Protestant English rivals- both put pressure on the Scots to side with them.








�


Source A: a heretic is burned











Extra; John Knox





John Knox was the fiery preacher who led the reformation in Scotland. He would preach his sermons to anyone who would listen, with a sword at his side, in case he was attacked.





�


                     an engraving of John Knox





Tasks;





Find out what a French galley was, and why Knox spent time on one.


Why was Knox sure to cause trouble for the young Queen Mary?





Though Knox spent some time in a French galley and was forced to leave Scotland for a time, he never gave up preaching against the Catholic Church and Mary of Guise.





When the young Queen Mary returned to Scotland; a young Catholic ruler who had grown up in France; Knox was likely to cause trouble.





Scotland;


Defeated badly at Flodden.


Religion changing from Catholic to Protestant


Traditional ally; France


Lots in common with England; religion, language, trade





Who should Scotland be friends with?


England or France





France;


Religion; Catholic


Main ally; Scotland


Main enemy; England





England;


Religion; Protestant


Main enemy; France


Trades with; Scotland
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Henry VII





Henry VIII





Margaret Tudor





James IV





Mary of Guise





Mary Tudor





Elizabeth





Edward VII





Henry II





James V





Key;              English


    


                      French





                     Scottish























Mary Queen of Scots





Francis II
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Mary of Guise








When Mary was growing up in France, her country changed quickly. Her mother, Mary of Guise at first acted as Regent (ruler on Mary’s behalf), but many of the Scottish nobles didn’t like this.





Many Scottish nobles became Protestant and wanted to get rid of the influence of Catholic France. They called themselves “the Lords of the Congregation”. They asked for help from the new Queen of England, Elizabeth, for help. She sent ships north and helped force the French to leave.


When Mary of Guise died, the Treaty of Edinburgh was signed, agreeing that the French would leave Scotland.





Scotland would now become closer to England.





Look at the picture, left. It is taken from a book that was printed at the time of Mary’s marriage to the Dauphin of France.





Is this a Primary or a Secondary source?





How can we tell (besides what’s written) that the figures are royalty?





Suitor no. 2 


I am an English nobleman. 


I own lots of land.


I am a Protestant. 





Suitor no.1


I am the Prince of Spain.


I am very rich.


I am a Catholic. 





Suitor no. 3


I am deeply in love with Mary.


I am a Catholic. 


I am a bit vain.
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Police Report


Date of crime: __________________________


Type of crime: murder/assault/theft (circle)


If crime is murder, how was victim killed?


_____________________________________________________


Name of victim: _______________________________________


Place of crime: ________________________________________


Any witnesses: ________________________________________


Suspect: ______________________________________________


Motive for crime: ______________________________________


_____________________________________________________


___________________________________________________ .





15 June 1567-


Defeated at Carberry Hill. Abdicates the throne.





29 July 1565-


Marries Darnley. Moray is angry about this.





15 May 1567-


Marries the Earl of Bothwell. 





9 March 1566-


Darnley and others murder Riccio





19 Jun 1566-


Gives birth to a son, James, in Edinburgh Castle.





9 February 1567-


Darnley is murdered at Kirk o Field.





May 1568-


Escapes from Loch Leven Castle and flees to England.





Elizabeth I was worried that Mary might cause trouble in England, so she imprisoned her until she decided what to do.





This is a portrait of Mary showing her in prison in England. Mary was always shown in black with rosary beads.





It was painted after her death. 





Extra Activity





Below is a secret code similar to the one used by Mary and Babington.





A�
B�
C�
D�
E�
F�
G�
H�
I�
J�
K�
L�
M�
N�
O�
P�
Q�
R�
S�
T�
U�
Y�
Z�
�
�
*�
^�
&�
£�
#�
=�
-�
+�
|�
!�
>�
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~�
/   �
@�
‘�
¬�
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[�
%  �
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]�
�
�



Decipher this message using the code above:





} * ¬ x	/ =	{ & / [ < * ~ £	* – ¬ # # £	 [ /





[ + #	} % ¬ £ # ¬	/=	# < | ] * ^ # [ +





Can you write your own message using the code above? 








‘If I shall be holden (held) here perforce (by force), you may be sure then being as a desperate person I will use any attempts that may serve my purpose either by myself or my friends’
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