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Blogs and Podcasts 
Free your mind and your class will follow
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WA(n)LT

• what are blogs and podcasts

• not how to blog and how to podcast

• reasons to use blogs and make podcasts

• some resources available to help you blog 
and podcast
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WI(n)LF

• your curiosity to be piqued

• go away and look into some of the ideas

• try...and possibly fail

• thinking that blogs and podcasts are some 
kind of panacea
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Blogs
Literacy outcomes for A Curriculum for 

Excellence:
Definition of “texts”

 novels, short stories, plays, poems, reference texts, 
the spoken word, charts, maps, graphs and 

timetables, advertisements, promotional leaflets, 
comics, newspapers and magazines, CVs, letters and 

e-mails, films, games and TV programmes, labels, 
signs and posters, recipes, manuals and instructions, 
reports and reviews, text messages, blogs and social 

networking sites, web pages, catalogues and 
directories
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for Students
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Fun
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http://harrypfan.edublogs.org/2008/03/25/introduction/
http://harrypfan.edublogs.org/2008/03/25/introduction/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/40713258@N00/8859491
http://www.flickr.com/photos/40713258@N00/8859491


Audience
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http://carronshore.edublogs.org/
http://carronshore.edublogs.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/59562171@N00/247249871
http://www.flickr.com/photos/59562171@N00/247249871


Purpose
9Thursday, 17 April 2008

http://p6loirston.edublogs.org/
http://p6loirston.edublogs.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21322173@N00/355301710
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21322173@N00/355301710


Motivation
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http://healthypassportp5.blogspot.com
http://healthypassportp5.blogspot.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12028171@N00/274037311
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12028171@N00/274037311


Communication
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http://edubuzz.org/blogs/burgh07transition/
http://edubuzz.org/blogs/burgh07transition/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48458761@N00/1080646620
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48458761@N00/1080646620


Reflection
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http://thebassplayersblog.blogspot.com/2008/01/lock-up-your-children-em-or-not.html
http://thebassplayersblog.blogspot.com/2008/01/lock-up-your-children-em-or-not.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34754790@N00/4006708
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34754790@N00/4006708


Immediacy
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http://cornhill11.edublogs.org/
http://cornhill11.edublogs.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35034347350@N01/15834052
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35034347350@N01/15834052


Safe
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http://support.typepad.com/cgi-bin/typepad.cfg/php/enduser/std_adp.php?p_faqid=1117&p_created=1189528309&p_sid=HGoojq1j&p_lva=&p_sp=cF9zcmNoPTEmcF9zb3J0X2J5PSZwX2dyaWRzb3J0PSZwX3Jvd19jbnQ9MTEmcF9wcm9kcz0mcF9jYXRzPTAmcF9wdj0mcF9jdj0mcF9wYWdlPTEmcF9zZWFyY2hfdGV4dD1qdW5pb3I*&p_li=&p_topview=1
http://support.typepad.com/cgi-bin/typepad.cfg/php/enduser/std_adp.php?p_faqid=1117&p_created=1189528309&p_sid=HGoojq1j&p_lva=&p_sp=cF9zcmNoPTEmcF9zb3J0X2J5PSZwX2dyaWRzb3J0PSZwX3Jvd19jbnQ9MTEmcF9wcm9kcz0mcF9jYXRzPTAmcF9wdj0mcF9jdj0mcF9wYWdlPTEmcF9zZWFyY2hfdGV4dD1qdW5pb3I*&p_li=&p_topview=1
http://www.flickr.com/photos/33473816@N00/119126510
http://www.flickr.com/photos/33473816@N00/119126510


Literacy
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http://www.readingbus.co.uk/ReadingBusBlog/
http://www.readingbus.co.uk/ReadingBusBlog/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/63974928@N00/1932674393
http://www.flickr.com/photos/63974928@N00/1932674393
http://www.flickr.com/photos/63974928@N00/1932674393


6
For Teachers
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Organiser
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http://edubuzz.org/blogs/burghbookclub/
http://edubuzz.org/blogs/burghbookclub/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/88543347@N00/401237966
http://www.flickr.com/photos/88543347@N00/401237966


Share
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http://tbarrett.edublogs.org/2008/02/20/google-earth-tips-sharing-good-practice/
http://tbarrett.edublogs.org/2008/02/20/google-earth-tips-sharing-good-practice/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/92518741@N00/220494878
http://www.flickr.com/photos/92518741@N00/220494878


Collaborate
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http://edubuzz.org/blogs/cstebbing/2007/03/16/higher-mathematics-2002-past-paper-help/
http://edubuzz.org/blogs/cstebbing/2007/03/16/higher-mathematics-2002-past-paper-help/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/92518741@N00/220494878
http://www.flickr.com/photos/92518741@N00/220494878


Resource
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http://mfle.typepad.com/tgs2
http://mfle.typepad.com/tgs2
http://www.flickr.com/photos/43646035@N00/557378404
http://www.flickr.com/photos/43646035@N00/557378404


Tool (for reflection)
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http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu
http://www.flickr.com/photos/83476873@N00/13260830
http://www.flickr.com/photos/83476873@N00/13260830
http://www.flickr.com/photos/83476873@N00/13260830


Newsletter
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http://edubuzz.org/blogs/acfe-in-action/
http://edubuzz.org/blogs/acfe-in-action/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48198326@N00/980192154
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48198326@N00/980192154


Blogging Platforms

• blogger

• wordpress / edublogs

• typepad
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Podcasts
A podcast is a collection of digital 

media files which are distributed over 
the Internet, often using syndication 

feeds, for playback on portable media 
players and personal computers. The 
term podcast, like "broadcast", can 
refer either to the series of content 
itself or to the method by which it is 
syndicated; the latter is also termed 

podcasting.
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Ownership
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/41315423@N00/1810966604
http://www.flickr.com/photos/41315423@N00/1810966604


Pupil Voice
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/71592431@N00/416297173
http://www.flickr.com/photos/71592431@N00/416297173


Breakdown Classroom 
Walls
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/56672733@N00/6257130
http://www.flickr.com/photos/56672733@N00/6257130


Supplemental 
Information
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/10856561@N00/444645389
http://www.flickr.com/photos/10856561@N00/444645389


Revision Aid
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/51901209@N00/63169635
http://www.flickr.com/photos/51901209@N00/63169635


Access for all
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/14816925@N00/28058869
http://www.flickr.com/photos/14816925@N00/28058869


Creativity
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/93809165@N00/251195081
http://www.flickr.com/photos/93809165@N00/251195081


Community Links
32Thursday, 17 April 2008

http://www.flickr.com/photos/35034351734@N01/40727794
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35034351734@N01/40727794


Audio Creation
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Audacity
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http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/


Mixcraft
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http://www.topdrawerdownloads.com/download/101767
http://www.topdrawerdownloads.com/download/101767


iTunes
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http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/
http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/


gcast / gabcast
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http://www.gcast.com/user
http://www.gcast.com/user
http://gabcast.com/index.php
http://gabcast.com/index.php


Cinchcast
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http://cinch.blogtalkradio.com/
http://cinch.blogtalkradio.com/


podomatic
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http://www.podomatic.com/
http://www.podomatic.com/


voicethread
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http://voicethread.com/%23home
http://voicethread.com/%23home


voki
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http://www.voki.com/create.php
http://www.voki.com/create.php


Read The Words
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http://readthewords.com/
http://readthewords.com/


Enhanced Podcasts / 
Vodcasts

Just a podcasts with pictures or video...just!
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Examples
A selection of podcasts / vodcasts produced by myself, 

my students and my family.
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Radio Shows
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http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/tgsi/files/tgsi_4.m4a
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/tgsi/files/tgsi_4.m4a


Pupil Presentations
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http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/the_doctor_by_lewis_backing.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/the_doctor_by_lewis_backing.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/the_doctor_by_lewis_backing.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/the_doctor_by_lewis_backing.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/the_doctor_by_lewis_backing.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/the_doctor_by_lewis_backing.mp3


Assembly Presentations
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http://s6.video.blip.tv/0710002241296/TGStv-AIDSAssemblyByTheGordonSchoolsWhyKnotGroup222.m4a
http://s6.video.blip.tv/0710002241296/TGStv-AIDSAssemblyByTheGordonSchoolsWhyKnotGroup222.m4a


Pupil Produced 
Resources
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http://thegordonschools.podOmatic.com/entry/2008-04-07T13_41_20-07_00
http://thegordonschools.podOmatic.com/entry/2008-04-07T13_41_20-07_00
http://thegordonschools.podOmatic.com/entry/2008-04-07T13_41_20-07_00
http://thegordonschools.podOmatic.com/entry/2008-04-07T13_41_20-07_00


Teacher Produced 
Resources
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http://mfle.typepad.com/tgs2/files/the_gordon_schools_modern_languages_department_french_vocabulary_guide_for_s2_ma_vie_rouge.m4a
http://mfle.typepad.com/tgs2/files/the_gordon_schools_modern_languages_department_french_vocabulary_guide_for_s2_ma_vie_rouge.m4a
http://mfle.typepad.com/tgs2/files/the_gordon_schools_modern_languages_department_french_vocabulary_guide_for_s2_ma_vie_rouge.m4a
http://mfle.typepad.com/tgs2/files/the_gordon_schools_modern_languages_department_french_vocabulary_guide_for_s2_ma_vie_rouge.m4a


Help at Home
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http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/yanicks_funky_5_times_table.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/yanicks_funky_5_times_table.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/yanicks_funky_5_times_table.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/yanicks_funky_5_times_table.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/yanicks_funky_5_times_table.mp3
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu/files/yanicks_funky_5_times_table.mp3


Sport
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http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/tgsi/files/sports_day_2007.mov%5C
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/tgsi/files/sports_day_2007.mov%5C


Access for All
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http://blip.tv/file/577866
http://blip.tv/file/577866


School TV
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http://tgstv.blip.tv/%23479309
http://tgstv.blip.tv/%23479309


Photo Credits
All photos found on Flickr using FlickrStorm

• Fun -“oops”- by bikeracer (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Audience - “Human Texture 2” - by Iguana Jo (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Purpose - “Moleskine” - by Biché© (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Motivation - “Company Vision” - by mondopiccolo (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-
Commercial)

• Communication - “Day 3” - by viernullvier (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Reflection - “Melancholy’s Warm Embrace” - by Andrew Mason (Creative Commons License: Attribution)

• Immediacy - “Desktop Web” - by Ross Mayfield (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-
Commercial)

• Safe - “HHM Safe Co.” - by sigma. (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)Organiser

• Organiser - “Pelican 1609 Lid Organizer” - by fensterbme (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-
Commercial)Collaborate

• Resource - “Ride to the Windmills” - by Harshad Sharma (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-
Commercial)

• Share  - “Sharing Secrets” - by Kevin Steele (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Tool - “Screwdriver” - by baboon™ (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Newsletter - “Newsletter Design” - by carmolim (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial, 
Share-Alike)

• Collaborate - “STOP Collaborate and Listen” - by matt.ohara (Creative Commons License: Attribution, 
Non-Commercial)
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http://www.flickr.com/
http://www.flickr.com/
http://www.zoo-m.com/flickr-storm/
http://www.zoo-m.com/flickr-storm/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/40713258@N00/8859491
http://www.flickr.com/photos/40713258@N00/8859491
http://www.flickr.com/photos/59562171@N00/247249871
http://www.flickr.com/photos/59562171@N00/247249871
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21322173@N00/355301710
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21322173@N00/355301710
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48458761@N00/1080646620
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48458761@N00/1080646620
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34754790@N00/4006708
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34754790@N00/4006708
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35034347350@N01/15834052
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35034347350@N01/15834052
http://www.flickr.com/photos/33473816@N00/119126510
http://www.flickr.com/photos/33473816@N00/119126510
http://www.flickr.com/photos/88543347@N00/401237966
http://www.flickr.com/photos/88543347@N00/401237966
http://www.flickr.com/photos/43646035@N00/557378404
http://www.flickr.com/photos/43646035@N00/557378404
http://www.flickr.com/photos/92518741@N00/220494878
http://www.flickr.com/photos/92518741@N00/220494878
http://www.flickr.com/photos/83476873@N00/13260830
http://www.flickr.com/photos/83476873@N00/13260830
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48198326@N00/980192154
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48198326@N00/980192154
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35419579@N00/144865722
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35419579@N00/144865722


• Ownership - “Mine!” - by jimfrazier (Creative Commons License: Attribution, No Derivatives, Non-Commercial)

• Pupil Voice - “Don’t I Deserve Quality” - by Grant Neufeld (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Breakdown Classroom Walls - “Classroom” - by lnx (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Supplemental Information - “The Creatine I take” - by size8jeans (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-
Commercial)

• Revision Aid - “My Life Rocks So Much Right Now” - by madsta (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-
Commercial)

• Access for All - “Wheelchair Access NightLife” - by hfabulous (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Creativity - “Art Attack” - by Lessio (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)

• Community Links - “Community” - by niallkennedy (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial

• Audio Creation - “Tractor DJ setup” - by sonicwalker (Creative Commons License: Attribution, Non-Commercial)
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/41315423@N00/1810966604
http://www.flickr.com/photos/41315423@N00/1810966604
http://www.flickr.com/photos/71592431@N00/416297173
http://www.flickr.com/photos/71592431@N00/416297173
http://www.flickr.com/photos/56672733@N00/6257130
http://www.flickr.com/photos/56672733@N00/6257130
http://www.flickr.com/photos/10856561@N00/444645389
http://www.flickr.com/photos/10856561@N00/444645389
http://www.flickr.com/photos/51901209@N00/63169635
http://www.flickr.com/photos/51901209@N00/63169635
http://www.flickr.com/photos/14816925@N00/28058869
http://www.flickr.com/photos/14816925@N00/28058869
http://www.flickr.com/photos/93809165@N00/251195081
http://www.flickr.com/photos/93809165@N00/251195081
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35034351734@N01/40727794
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35034351734@N01/40727794
http://www.flickr.com/photos/80469067@N00/99855070
http://www.flickr.com/photos/80469067@N00/99855070


http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu

To download the pdf / powerpoint version 
and listen to me again via a slidecast visit:

This presentation (including audio and video recordings but excluding 
photographs) has been produced under Creative Commons License:

attribution-non-commercial 2.5 UK: Scotland
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http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu
http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/asu
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/scotland/deed.en_GB
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/scotland/deed.en_GB


“Every education system on earth is 
currently being reformed...without exception. 
The mistake most countries are making is to 
believe that we can face the future in 
education by doing better what we did in the 
past. We just have to do more of it and raise 
standards. Which standards. Standards of 
what in the interests of what?”

 - Sir Ken Robinson - 
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http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/view/id/66
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/view/id/66

