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Activity sheet for audio podcast Letter from the Home Office on Irish Immigration.
This information is from the National Archives of Scotland: HH1/568. It is about Irish immigration. 
It is suggested that you listen to the letter being read in the podcast and try to get the key points from this. The transcription is there to support you and might be used as a formal activity for testing skills. 
Letter, 4th October 1933
Home Office
Whitehall
S.W.1.
R.N. Duke, Esq., D. S. O., M. C.
4th October, 1933
Dear Duke,
I am sorry there has been some delay in replying to your letter of the 17th August last (32693/35) on the subject of Irish immigration into Scotland. The Secretary of State is, of course, much interested in this question and in due course should be consulted, but I gather that you are not yet ready to do this and are asking only for departmental comments.
The statistics show that in recent years 1200 to 1300 persons have come to Scotland from the Free State. Would a prohibition limited to those who are insane or have criminal records keep out 1% of them? It appears that to keep out a negligible number of lunatics and criminals it would be necessary to set up traffic control over British subjects coming (a) to British ports, (b) over the land boundary in Northern Ireland. In this connection I would draw your attention to the letter addressed to the Prime Minister on the 13th August, 1931, a copy of which was sent to your department on the 20th August, 1931 (432,707/81). The deportation proposal would no doubt have more effect.
Perhaps it would be desirable to give an estimate of the measure of this effect. There are now in Scotland only 5,512 immigrants from the Free State with less than five years’ residence. How many of these would be eligible for deportation if the proposal was put into practice?
Another point which occurs to us is that there are many British subjects, such as negroes, Chinese, Indians, Cypriots, etc., all of whom are more difficult to assimilate than natives of the Free State. So far, however, the Home Office has not felt it necessary to propose a reversal of the traditional policy of the ‘open door’ to British subjects; and it seems difficult to base so large a change of policy on the advantages of eliminating a fraction of the Irish population from Scotland.
Do you consider that proposals limited to the repatriation of paupers to ‘their place of settlement’ would help at all? In principle such a scheme seems right, but the question whether the advantages to Scotland outweigh the difficulties of forcing such a scheme on the Free State is a matter for discussion between your department and the Dominions office.
I know that Sir John Gilmour would like to help in the matter if it is possible. Perhaps you would like to confer with us when you have considered the unofficial observations contained in this letter.
Yours sincerely
 C. G. Markbreiter 
Activities
1. Why do you think this letter was written?
2. What are the key points with regard to Irish immigrants in Scotland?
Source skills
How typical is this view when looking at the issue of Irish immigrants in Scotland in the 1930s? 
Hints: give the main points from the source and back up with relevant recall which supports the view. 
In addition to this, give alternative interpretations of Irish immigration which were given at the time. 
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