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Prison





Advantages:


the public are protected from dangerous criminals; 


people who break the law are punished by having their freedom taken away from them; 


prisons can help offenders get over an addiction to drugs and/or alcohol; 


prisoners can learn new skills in prison to help them get a job on their release.





Disadvantages:


prison does not deter people from committing crime or re-offending. For example, 60% of offenders 


re-offend in Scotland within 2 years; 


prisons are colleges of crimes – people come out knowing more about how to commit crimes than when they went in;


it is very expensive. It costs about £25 000 per prisoner per year.
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