The Congress of Vienna 1815

· In 1815, after the defeat of Napoleon, the leaders of the Great Powers (Austria, Prussia, Britain and Russia) met at Vienna to try to construct a system of states which would prevent French domination of Europe by re-establishing a balance of power.

· They would reinstate hereditary rulers and as far as possible, restore the pre-1789 boundaries.

· They wanted France surrounded by strong states to keep her under control. Thus Prussia was strengthened by giving her the Rhineland.

· Germany saw other changes such as, the new German Confederation of 39 states. A parliament or Diet representing the 39 states would govern this Confederation or Bund. The president of the Bund was the Austrian representative and they were very much against any ‘German’ nationalism that would exclude Austria from Prussia

· The Congress sowed the seeds of future conflict between Austria and Prussia as Austria wanted to keep Germany divided and easy to control. However, Prussia was now the biggest ‘German’ state

· The Congress of Vienna was a serious set back to the growth of nationalism. But the Congress did not return the status quo altogether. Nationalist ideas spread among the educated classes. University students formed nationalists groups.

