	
	Justice of the Peace Court

(JP Court)
	Sheriff Court
	High Court of the Judiciary

	Crimes
	Minor crimes, e.g. driving through a red light, drunk and disorderly, breach of the peace
	Theft, assault, possession of drugs
	Serious crimes, e.g. murder, rape, treason, large scale fraud

	Procedure
	Heard before a Justice of the Peace. JPs are not usually qualified solicitors
	A Sheriff with or without a jury depending on the seriousness of the crime
summary procedure:
 no jury

solemn procedure: jury of 15 men and women
	Heard before a judge and jury of 15 men and women

	Sentencing powers
	Up to 60 days in prison
	Sheriff only  – up to 12 months
Sheriff and Jury  – up to 5 years
	Unlimited

	Fines
	Up to £2500
	Sheriff only - £10 000
Sheriff and Jury – unlimited fine
	Unlimited


POWERS AND PROCEDURES OF SCOTTISH CRIMINAL COURTS
