The Gordon Schools, Huntly – Modern Studies Department

Higher Modern Studies – Political Issues in the UK

SQA Syllabus and corresponding essay questions
The Executive; the respective roles of the Prime Minister and Cabinet; accountability to Parliament; the role of senior civil servants in the UK political system.
· Critically examine the view that the role of the Prime Minister makes the person who holds the office the most powerful person in government.
· Critically examine the part played by the Prime Minister in the UK system of government.

· Critically examine the role of the Cabinet in the UK political system.
· Critically examine the view that prime ministerial government has replaced cabinet government.
· Assess the importance of the part played by senior civil servants in the UK system of government.
· Critically examine the role of senior civil servants in the political system in the UK.
Parliament (House of Commons and House of Lords) as an arena for conflict, co-operation and decision making; functions; organisation of and procedures for business.
· To what extent is Parliament able to limit the power of the PM and the Cabinet?

· Limited opportunities are given to Backbench MPs in the House of Commons to influence policy. Discuss.
· To what extent have recent reforms to the Houses of Parliament made them more effective in their scrutinising role?

· To what extent can Parliament control the powers of the Prime Minister?

· Parliament’s power is in decline. Discuss
· Critically examine the role played by EITHER the House of Lords OR the House of Commons in controlling the UK Government. Parliament has no control over the United Kingdom Government. Discuss
Influences on the decision making process in the UK: the extent of these pressures, their impact and legitimacy.
· To what extent is the media able to influence the actions of the government in the UK?

· To what extent do the media influence decision-making in central government?

· Pressure Groups do not enhance democracy – they threaten it. Discuss.

· To what extent are pressure groups a threat to democracy?

· Critically examine the role of pressure groups in the decision making process.

· Assess the effectiveness of pressure groups in influencing decision-making in Central Government.

· Some pressure groups are more successful than others. Discuss.

Essay questions that cross syllabus sections

· Critically examine the importance of the Civil Service and Parliament on the UK decision- making process.

· Critically examine the view that senior civil servants have more influence over Cabinet Ministers than does parliament.

· To what extent has the media replaced Her Majesty’s Opposition (HMO) as the effective opposition to the Government?
