	Intermediate 2 Extended Response – S5


· Candidates will produce an Extended Response (an essay) on an issue of their choice which must be drawn from either of the contexts chosen for study in the Scottish and British or European and World units or from any part of the Options unit. Basically, from the Road to War, Blood and Iron and Cradle to Grave courses.

· The essay will count for 20 out of 70 marks for the total external assessment.

· Although there is no word limit, the essay length should be equal to what you can write within an hour. Roughly, the length of the essay should be about 1000 – 1500 words.

· Candidates will be allowed about 8 periods of class time in which to identify and research their chosen issue. After this, all work on your Extended Response will be done in your own time. A First Draft MUST be handed into your teacher by the first week of March.
· Prior to producing the essay, the candidate should arrange to research the chosen issue by identifying and obtaining sources from a range of familiar and unfamiliar material. These sources may be primary and/or secondary and may cover a variety of types e.g. text, video and audiotapes, pictures and photographs. The research exercise should make efficient use of the resources and should involve the identification of relevant material and the rejection of the irrelevant. You must find and use books/materials that are not used in class, i.e. some wider reading is expected.
· Candidates should then produce a final plan showing how they will use the researched material to address the chosen issue in the essay. This plan must not exceed 150 words  - marks are likely to be deducted if plans are longer than 150 words - and should use a format provided. 

· The candidate will take the plan into the classroom and use it to write up the essay within a single continuous period of 1 hour under supervision by the teacher, i.e. under exam conditions. The candidate’s plan will be submitted along with the extended response. This will be done before the end of April.
· The essay should address the chosen issue and provide evidence that a complex task has been planned and carried out efficiently and that investigation and judgement have been applied. 

· The essay and plan will be accompanied by a teacher checklist verifying that the planning and researching process was carried out by the candidate.
· The essay/response will be externally marked, on the basis of the grade descriptions of the course.
	This is a great opportunity to produce a really good essay on a topic of your choice and to prepare for a part of your exam in which you know the essay question beforehand and you will have an essay plan with you! Remember it is worth 20 marks out of 70.



