Glossary of terms
Agriculture

Farming

 

Alien

A person who lives in a country of which they are not a citizen.

 

Assimilation

How well people ‘fitted in’ to their new lands.

 

Assisted package scheme

Schemes set up by governments, businesses and land owners which helped to move people from one country to another. These schemes often gave free passage to certain trades and skills or subsidies so people could afford to emigrate.

 

Atrocity

An act that is extremely shocking or violent.

 

Census

A count of the population that takes place every 10 years (eg 1901, 2001, 2011).

 

Coercion

The use of force to persuade someone to do something that they are unwilling to do.

 

Croft

A small farm based around a house.

 

Crofter

The person who lives and works on a croft.

 

Culture

The way of life, general customs and beliefs of a particular group.

 

Depopulation

Decline in the number of people living in an area.

 

Economic depression

A time when business fails to grow and there is rising unemployment and increased hardship.

 

Emigrate

To leave one’s homeland to live and work in another country.

 

Empire

A group of countries run by a single one, in this case Britain.

 

Entrepreneur

Someone who sees an opportunity and starts their own business.

 

Exodus

The movement of a great number of people from one area.

 

Hawking

The informal selling of goods, usually in a public place.

 

Holding

Something that you own, such as shares in a company or buildings, or land which you rent and farm.

 

Identity

Who a person is or the qualities they possess that set them apart from others.

 

Immigrate

To arrive in a new land to live and work, leaving your birthplace behind.

 

Industrialisation

The process of developing industries in a country.

 

Industrial Revolution

The shift in working practices from the late 18th century which saw a move from manual labour to increased mechanisation.

 

Land tenure

The rules and arrangements connected with the ownership of land, especially land that is used for farming.

 

Migration

Movement from one part of the country to live and work in another area.

 

Peddling

Selling things by taking the goods to different locations, often door to door.

 

Persecution

Unfair or cruel treatment, often over a long period of time, and frequently because of race, religion or political beliefs.

 

Poverty

Being extremely poor.

 

Pull factors

Attractions elsewhere which entice people to leave their homeland.

 

Push factors

Circumstances which make people want to leave their homeland.

 

Rural

In the countryside.

 

Tenant

A person who pays rent for the use of land or a building.

 

Tenant farmer

A person who pays rent for the use of farm land.

 

Urban

Highly populated areas (cities and towns).

 

Urbanise

When a small village grows into a town.

 

Wall Street crash

When the American stock exchange collapsed, creating a global recession (1929).

