Higher History Britain and Germany Revision Notes
Britain 1851-1951
Democracy
The extent to which Britain had become democratic :

The vote

· In 1867 most skilled working class men in towns got the vote. In 1884 many more men in the countryside were given the vote. It was not till 1918 that most men over 21 and some women over 30 gained the vote. Finally in 1928 men and women over 21 were given the vote.

· Undemocratic anomalies – plural votes and the university constituencies – were not abolished until 1948.
Fairness

· The Secret Ballot (1872), the Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act (1883) and the re-distribution of seats in 1867 and 1885 all helped created a fairer system of voting. The effectiveness of these varied; they were less effective in areas where the electorate was small, or where a landowner or employer was dominant in an area.
· Finally there was another re-distribution of seats in 1918.
Choice

· Although the working class electorate increased by 1880s there was no national party to express their interests. The Liberals and Conservatives promoted middle, even upper, class capitalist values.

· The spread of socialist ideas and trade unionism led to the creation of the prototype Labour Party – the LRC – by 1900, thereby offering a wider choice to the electorate and a party directly linked to the aspirations of the working class.
Access to information

· Education – in the later 19th Century there was a great increase in literacy and hence access to information on which to base choice. Also railways spread information nationally and were important to the growth of democracy.
National Party Organisation
· As the size of the electorate grew, individual political parties had to make sure their ‘message’ got across to electorate eg development of National Liberal Federation, Conservative Central Office, Primrose League.
Power of the Lords

· From 1911 Lords could only delay bills from the House of Commons for two years rather than veto them. They had no control over money bills.

· In 1949 the two year delaying power of the House of Lords was reduced to only one year but the power of House of Lords (not reformed until 1990s) in law making still continues.

· The voting system is still ‘first past the post’ in UK. This is arguably undemocratic.
Widening opportunity to become MP

· The property qualification to be MP was abolished in 1858.

· Payment for MPs began in 1911, enabling working class men to sit.
By 1928 Parliament was much more fully representative of the British people but points still to be resolved included: - undemocratic anomalies – plural votes and the university constituencies – were not abolished until 1948

Reasons why Britain felt the need to become more democratic:

Urbanisation and the consequent social and economic pressures for

change

· Urbanisation and growing class identity within an industrial workforce and the spread of socialist ideas led to demands for greater voice for the working classes. Also the growth of the Labour party offered a greater choice. The industrial revolution changed where people lived, how they worked, and how they felt about their position in society.
· Demographic change, including rapid urbanisation, sparked demands for redistribution of seats.

· The growing economic power of middle class wealth-creators led to pressure for a greater political voice, i.e. they argued they should have more of a say in running the country.
· Basic education, the development of new cheap, popular newspapers and the spread of railways helped to create an awareness of national issues.

· After 1860 the fear of the ‘revolutionary mob’ had declined. Skilled working men in cities were more educated and respectable, as is shown in support for North in American Civil War by elements of artisan class; an argument for extending the vote in 1867. 
· Spread of railways helped create national political identity. People were more aware of issues.

· The skilled working class was vital to the economic success of Britain. Treat them better.
· Impact of the Great War on the key issue of votes for women; realisation of the economic role of women in wartime was a factor in passing the 1918 Act – fears of a revival of militant women’s campaign.
Changing ideology and attitudes

· Political reform was no longer seen as a threat. In the USA and in Europe struggles were taking place for liberty and a greater political say for ‘the people’. Britain tended to support these moves abroad, making it logical for this to happen in Britain too.

· The growing influence of the Liberal Party in challenging older vested interests. The Liberal Party opposed the power of the old land owning aristocracy eg the secret ballot to assist working class electorate to use their ‘political voice’ to promote social reforms.

· Politicians combined acceptance of changes which they suspected were unavoidable while ensuring that their own party political interests would be protected.

· The death of former PM Palmerston represented the changing tone of politics as the reactionary ideas of early 19th century gave way to new ideologies.
Political advantage

· Politicians often believed they could gain political advantages from passing reforms. In 1867 the Conservative Party became the government after 20 years out of power. To an extent the Reform Act could be seen as ‘stealing the Liberals’ clothes’ to gain support. 

· Liberal party also tried to gain political advantage. John Bright argued for secret ballot, to free working class electorate from fear of retaliation by bosses and landlords.
· The Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act of 1883 limited the amount of spending on elections; the Liberals believed the advantage held by their wealthier Conservative opponents would be reduced – a pragmatic move
· By placing the reforms of 1883 and 1884 close to the next election, the Liberals hoped to gain advantage from grateful new voters in towns more fairly represented after the redistribution of seats.

· Reforms of 1880s – it could be argued that they served as a distraction from foreign policy problems facing the Liberal government

The role of pressure groups/popular pressure

· The 1867 Reform Act was passed amongst considerable popular agitations; before them the Reform League and Reform Union had been active with large demonstrations. 
· Similarly the Suffragists and Suffragettes were influential in gaining the franchise for women – clear historical debate on this; effects of Suffragette campaign; government concern at a revived campaign after war was arguably a factor in the decision to grant votes to women aged 30 and over in 1918.

· Dangers of withholding the franchise from working classes – alarm at Hyde Park riots of July 1866. Less evidence of popular pressure in 1884 Reform Act.

The importance of the Great War

· The war necessitated more political change. Many men still had no vote but were conscripted to fight from 1916. As further reform for males was being considered, fears of a revival of the militant women’s campaign, combined with a realisation of the importance of women’s war work, led to the Reform Act of 1918 which gave votes to more men and some women.
Decline of House of Lords

· The veto of the unelected chamber was removed partly as result of the 1910 elections fought on the issue of ‘peers v people’ and the financing of social reform to help the poor, especially in urban areas.
Votes for Women
The role of the NUWSS – The Suffragists
· The NUWSS believed in moderate, 'peaceful' tactics to win the vote such as meetings, pamphlets, petitions and parliamentary bills. Membership remained relatively low at about 6,000 until around 1909.

· The NUWSS also provided a 'home' for women angered by the Suffragettes – membership totalled 53,000 by 1914. These new recruits wanted to stay part of the movement, but not be associated with the violence linked with the Pankhursts and the WSPU.

· There is evidence that quiet reform was working. Women had achieved the vote in local elections.
The WSPU – the Suffragettes

· Emmeline Pankhurst formed the Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) in 1903. WSPU adopted the motto 'Deeds Not Words'.

· The new strategy gained publicity in October 1905 when Sir Edward Grey, a minister in the British Government was heckled noisily. Newspapers immediately took notice. The Suffragettes had achieved their first objective – publicity.

· Violent protests followed eg window smashing campaign, arson attacks to provoke insurance company pressure on Government. The prisons filled with Suffragettes. The prisons filled with Suffragettes.
· Suffragettes used starvation as a political weapon to embarrass the government.

· In response the government introduced the Prisoner's Temporary Discharge for Ill Health Act – the Cat and Mouse Act.

· The actions of the Suffragettes mobilised opinion for and against. It can be argued that were it not for the Suffragette campaign, the Liberal Government would not even have discussed women's suffrage before World War One. But for opponents the militant campaign provided an excellent example of why women could not be trusted with the vote.
The importance of the Great War

· Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914 and two days later the NUWSS suspended its political campaigning for the vote. Undoubtedly the sight of women 'doing their bit' for the war effort gained respect and balanced the negative publicity of the earlier Suffragette campaign. 
· Women worked as conductors on trams and buses, as typists and secretaries and nearly 200,000 women found work in government departments. Thousands worked on farms, at the docks and even in the police. The biggest increase in female employment was in the previously male dominated engineering industry. Over 700,000 women were employed making munitions and facing considerable danger, not just from explosions but also from the chemicals they used.

· Many MP's did believe that some reform was inevitable. The creation of a wartime coalition also opened the door to change. Granting wider franchise to men also provided an opportunity to include some women in the legislation.

· A WSPU pro-war propaganda campaign encouraged men to join the armed forces and women to demand 'the right to serve'.

· Women's war work was important to Britain's eventual victory. Over 700,000 women were employed making munitions.

· The creation of a wartime coalition also opened the door to change.

· The traditional explanation for the granting of the vote to some women in 1918 has been that women's valuable work for the war effort radically changed male ideas about their role in society and that the vote in 1918 was almost a 'thank you' for their efforts. But the women who were given the vote were 'respectable' ladies, 30 or over, not the younger women who worked long hours and risked their lives in munitions factories.

· Another argument about the 1918 Act is that it only happened because politicians grew anxious to enfranchise more men who had fought in the war but lost their residency qualification to vote and women could be 'added on' to legislation that was happening anyway.

· The war acted more as a catalyst but the tide was flowing towards female franchise before it started.

Wider issues

· The campaigns for women's suffrage could also be seen within the context of society's changing attitudes towards women in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. For example, in the words of Martin Pugh, 'their participation in local government made women's exclusion from national elections increasingly untenable.' Millicent Fawcett, a leader of the NUWSS, argued that wider social changes were vital factors in the winning of the right to vote.

· Progress made by women in other countries eg New Zealand, Scandinavia, some states in the USA. This prejudiced the British claim to be the cradle of democracy.

Liberal Reforms

Why did the government bring in reforms?

Background

Change in attitude from 19th Century ideas of Laissez-Faire – growing arguments that the state should have a definite role for the well-being of its citizens.

Concerns about poverty

· Reports of Charles Booth and Seebohm Rowntree – clear evidence that, no matter how hard poorer people tried, they could not lift themselves out of poverty. Reports showed that poverty had definite causes – low pay, unemployment, sickness, old age – cures for this were beyond the individual efforts of poor. People were usually poor through no fault of their own.

· Concept of the “deserving poor” – those who were poor through no fault of their own – this idea took root and was an important theme running through the Liberal reforms.

Other Influences on the government

· National security – South African War – rejection of almost 25% of volunteers on fitness grounds. Figure even higher from volunteers from cities – Government seriously alarmed about this. Politicians were concerned whether Britain could protect its Empire or even survive against a stronger enemy if the nation’s “fighting stock” of young men was so unhealthy.

· National efficiency – By 1900, Britain was no longer the strongest industrial nation – facing serious competition from new industrial countries like Germany. It was argued that, if the health and educational standards of British workers got worse, then Britain’s status as a leading industrial power would be threatened. In addition, Germany had introduced a system of welfare benefits and old age pensions in the 1880s. View that Britain could do likewise.

· Political advantage – Some historians argue that political advantage was a key factor in motivating the Liberals to introduce social reforms. The majority of working men were now voters – and the new Labour Party was actively competing for their votes. Argument that the Liberals were concerned about retaining traditional working class support.

· New Liberalism – “Old” Liberalism believed that poverty was due to personal defects but, as the realisation grew that poverty itself imposed restrictions on choices available to individuals, a new definition of Liberalism developed. “New” Liberals argued that state intervention was necessary to liberate people from social problems over which they had no control.
How effective were the reforms in dealing with the problems of the day?

Problems of the day/Social needs

· The needs could be summarised as poverty, especially among the 'deserving poor' of the old, the young, the sick and the unemployed.

The young

· Children were thought to be the victims of poverty and unable to escape through their own efforts. In this way they were seen as 'the deserving poor'. Child neglect and abuse were seen as problems associated with poverty.

· The Provision of School Meals Act allowed local authorities to raise money to pay for school meals but the law did not force local authorities to provide school meals.

· Medical inspections after 1907 for children were made compulsory but no treatment of illnesses or infections found was provided until 1911.

· The Children's Charter of 1908 banned children under 16 from smoking, drinking alcohol, or begging. New juvenile courts were set up for children accused of committing crimes, Remand homes were opened for children awaiting trial as were borstals for children convicted of breaking the law. Probation officers were employed to help former offenders in an attempt to avoid re-offending.

· The time taken to enforce all the legislation meant the Children's Charter only helped improve conditions for some children during the period.
The old

· Rowntree had identified old age as the time when most people dropped below his poverty line. Old age was inescapable and so was clearly associated with the problem of poverty.

· Old Age Pensions Act (1908) gave people over 70 up to 5 shillings a week. Once a person over 70 had income above 12 shillings a week, their entitlement to a pension stopped. Married couples were given 7 shillings and 6 pence.

· The level of benefits was low. Few of the elderly poor would live till their 70th birthday. Many of the old were excluded from claiming pensions because they failed to meet the qualification rules. Nevertheless there was a high uptake and many people were grateful for their pension – 'Thank God for that Lord George'.
The sick

· Illness can be seen as both a cause and consequence of poverty.

· The National Insurance Scheme of 1911 applied to workers earning less than £160 a year. Each insured worker got 9 pence in benefits from an outlay of 4 pence – 'ninepence for fourpence'.

· Only the insured worker got free medical treatment from a doctor. Other family members did not benefit from the scheme. The weekly contribution was in effect a wage cut which might simply have made poverty worse in many families. It helped some who had previously got no help.
The unemployed

· Unemployment was certainly a cause of poverty.

· The National Insurance Act (Part 2) only covered unemployment for some workers in some industries and like Part 1 of the Act, required contributions from workers, employers and the government. For most workers, no unemployment insurance scheme existed.
Other reforms which could be argued helped address problems

associated with poverty
· In 1906 a Workman's Compensation Act covered a further six million workers who could now claim compensation for injuries and diseases which were the result of working conditions.
· In 1909, the Trade Boards Act tried to protect workers in the sweated trades like tailoring and lace making by setting up trade boards to fix minimum wages.

· The Mines Act and the Shop Act improved conditions. In 1908, miners secured an eight hour working day. In 1911, a Shops Act limited working hours and guaranteed a weekly half-day holiday.
Limitations

· Aspects of poverty such as housing were not dealt with, posing the argument that Liberal reforms were not entirely successful in dealing with poverty and need.
Labour Reforms

How good were they in meeting the social needs of the day?

Social Needs Identified
· The Beveridge Report in 1942 identified five main causes of hardship and poverty – or social needs – want, disease, ignorance, squalor and idleness.
Want

· 1946 National Insurance Act compulsory contributory scheme for every worker in exchange for benefits eg sickness and unemployment benefit, old age pensions.

· Pension levels remained below basic subsistence levels.

· National Assistance Act helped provide a safety net through which no person should fall into serious poverty.

· Family Allowance Act – paid to mothers whom it was felt were more likely to spend the money on what the children and the household needed.

· Industrial Injuries Act of 1946 paid compensation by the government, not individual employers, and all workers were covered.
Disease

· The NHS entitled everybody to medical care. The NHS was based on three main principles:

· universal access: the NHS was for everybody. The old health system, based on insurance schemes, did not cover everyone.

· comprehensive: the NHS would treat all medical problems.

· free at point of use: no patient would be asked to pay for any treatment.

· In reality the service was, and is, paid for by the National Insurance payments made by every worker, supplemented by general taxation.

· By 1950 the idea of 'free for all treatment' was damaged when charges were introduced for spectacles, prescription charges and dental treatment but overall the NHS was welcomed and did provide medical help from 'the cradle to the grave'. 
Ignorance

· The Education Act of 1944 (1945 in Scotland) raised the school leaving age to 15 and all children were to get free secondary education.

· All children sat an exam at 11, the results of which decided the type of secondary school a child went to. For those who passed the 11+ exam or 'qualify' the system worked well. By failing the 11+ thousands of children were trapped in a world of low expectations and inferior education.
Squalor

· Many new houses built were council houses for rent; they were often 'prefabs' intended as a stop gap to meet overwhelming needs. Even in 1951 Labour still averaged well over 200,000 houses a year but there was still a serious housing shortage in 1951 and long waiting lists for council housing.

· The New Towns Act in 1946 laid the plans for 14 new towns to be built.
Idleness

· Labour's answer to the problem of unemployment was nationalisation. 

· Labour believed they could control and manage the economy more effectively and maintain full employment. On the other hand, Labour benefited from the boom resulting from post-war reconstruction.
Did the Labour Party Reforms of 1945-1951 create a Welfare State?

Although very similar to the other Labour question, you need to assesses the extent to which the reforms of the Labour Government created a 'welfare state'/comprehensive systems of social security, using, and making judgements on the following factors. Of course, you will need to define a ‘Welfare State’.
Want

· 1946 National Insurance Act – compulsory contributory scheme for every worker in exchange for benefits eg sickness and unemployment benefit, old age pensions.

· National Assistance Act helped provide a safety net through which no person should fall into serious poverty.

· Family Allowance Act – paid to mothers who it was felt were more likely to spend the money on what the children and the household needed.

· Industrial Injuries Act of 1946 paid compensation by the government, not individual employers, and all workers were covered.
Disease

· The NHS entitled everybody to medical care. The NHS was based on three main principles:

· universal access: the NHS was for everybody the old health system, based on insurance schemes did not cover everyone.

· comprehensive: the NHS would treat all medical problems.

· free at point of use: no patient would be asked to pay for any treatment. In reality the service was, and is, paid for by the National Insurance payments made by every worker.

· By 1950 the idea of 'free for all treatment' was damaged when charges were introduced for spectacles, prescription charges and dental treatment but overall the NHS was welcomed and did provide medical help from 'the cradle to the grave' and aimed at improving the welfare of the people.
Ignorance

· The Education Act of 1944 (Scotland in 1945) raised the school leaving age to 15 and all children were to get free secondary education.

· All children sat an exam at 11 the results of which decided the type of secondary school a child went to. For those who passed the 11+ exam or 'qualifying examinaton', the system worked well. By failing the 11+ thousands of children were trapped in a world of low expectations and inferior education.
Squalor

· Many were council houses for rent, often 'prefabs'. Still a serious housing shortage in 1951 and long waiting lists for council housing.

· The New Towns Act in 1946 laid the plans for 14 new towns to be built.
Idleness

· Labour's answer to the problem of unemployment was nationalisation.

· Labour believed they could control and manage the economy more effectively and maintain full employment.
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