“How important was non-violent protest in the struggle for civil rights between 1955 and 1965?”
8 marks.

Before I write the essay, I quickly ask myself;

· What do I know about this question?

· What is the question about?

· Do I have to be careful about my dates? – in this case yes!

· Have I formed an overall opinion on the importance of non-violent protest?
· Were there other factors which helped gain civil rights?

I then make a mental map of my essay, a plan or recipe for success;

e.g.

“How important was non-violent protest in the struggle for civil rights between 1955 and 1965?”

Introduction; Background (quick description of events/protests) and set the scene (what will be discussed)- what each protest achieved; 1964 Civil Rights Act and 1965 Voting Rights Act.

I now address non-violent protest, in detail;
	Protest;
	What achieved?

	Montgomery Bus Boycott
	Desegregated buses in Montgomery; encouraged others…

	Little Rock 9
	Tested the 1954 Supreme Court decision; desegregated Little Rock High…

	The Sit Ins
	Desegregated Lunch Counters and spread over the south…

	Freedom Rides
	Desegregated washrooms on inter-state bus routes…

	Civil Rights marches
	Got good publicity, exposed racism and police brutality…

	Overall summary;
	Achieved desegregation, and the 1964 Civil Rights Act which… and the 1965 Voting Rights Act, which…


Other factors which helped gain civil rights; the reporting of the media; sympathetic presidents; racism and violence from whites; the charisma of MLK.
Criticisms/limits of peaceful protest (short para);

Some believed it was too slow; e.g. Malcolm X. Some black people turned to violence e.g. ghetto riots and some felt it didn’t help northern black people.
Conclusion;

Sum up achievements. Sum up other factors. Sum up criticisms. Make a balanced judgement.

The  actual essay;
“How important was non-violent protest in the struggle for civil rights between 1955 and 1965?”
The non-violent era of protest for Civil Rights took place mainly in the years from 1955 to 1965. During this time, bus boycotts, Freedom Rides, marches and sit-ins all played their part in gaining civil rights for black Americans. By 1965, two important Acts had been passed by Congress; the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights Act, which were to help black Americans gain civil rights.

Firstly, in 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. She was arrested and as a result, black people organised a bus boycott of the buses in that town. Black people walked, or car pooled in order to make their point. After a year, the Bus Companies almost went bankrupt, so they were forced to desegregate. This was important, as it showed black people could change things and had power as customers.

Next came the events at Little Rock High School, Arkansas. Where nine black teenagers enrolled in a formerly whites only school in Little Rock. The governor sent state troopers to stop them, but the Federal government intervened and ensured the pupils could attend, despite angry mobs. This was important, also, as it was a first step in getting more schools in the south eventually desegregated.
Sit Ins and Freedom Rides were also important methods of non-violent protest or “civil disobedience”, where (during sit ins of 1960) black students went to an all whites lunch counter to test out segregation, were arrested and replaced by others. Freedom Rides were when blacks and whites  rode together around the southern states, using “whites only” washrooms. Despite violence and threats, both these protests succeeded. This was an important step, as more places were desegregated and good publicity was produced for the movement. More people, both black and white, were inspired to take part, also.
Perhaps the most effective peaceful protests were the Civil Rights marches of 1963-1965. They brought lots of publicity, support and inspiration to the movement and put pressure on the government to change things. Also, they exposed many white people in the south, for the violent way they treated black people. Martin Luther King proved himself a great speaker and he helped inspire the passing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. These Acts were two of the most important measures that gained blacks their full Civil Rights (e.g. no discrimination in public places or employment).
Peaceful protest alone did not achieve civil rights, though. Without a sympathetic media, the protests would not have reached or affected so many people, or embarrassed the government into taking action. Presidents Kennedy and Johnson were also sympathetic to civil rights, where previous Presidents had taken little action. They were key to the passing of Civil Rights Acts. Also, the role of Martin Luther King cannot be underestimated; he provided the movement with an articulate and educated leader, in contrast to the violence and ignorance of his racist white opponents.
There were also some critics of the peaceful movement. Some, such as Malcolm X, believed the process was too slow and that black people should defend themselves and use violence. Riots broke out, from the mid to late 1960’s also in Northern Cities, showing that peaceful protest had not succeeded in addressing the problems of the urban black person. These people did not see the peaceful movement as important, as they still faced racism and hardship. 
Overall, non-violent protest was successful. It managed to desegregate many public places, though this took time and it also showed the world how black people were being treated in the South. Its most important achievements were the Civil Rights Act of 1964  and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. These laws really helped improve the lives of black people. Though the movement could not have succeeded without the help of the media, a great leader in MLK and the huge overreaction of racist whites and was too slow for some who advocated violence, the non-violent movement was successful in achieving its aims.
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