Intermediate Modern Studies - Common Questions and Answers

Crime and the Law
2000 
Describe in detail the role of the police in modern Britain

· Preventative measures, e.g. advice on crime prevention advice, helping to set up neighbourhood/street/farm watch schemes
· Community policing – beat bobbies; development of local relationships through talking to the public and going into schools to talk to pupils
· Detection of crime – CCTV and DNA profiling
· Investigation of crime

Explain why people may commit crimes

· Peer pressure - egged on by mates to commit crimes, e.g. taking illegal drugs
· Inequalities – lack of money may lead people to stealing
· Boredom – young people may resort to crime if there are few facilities in the area
· Environment/neighbourhood – if it is a bad area and it is ‘normal’ to commit crime
· To support a drug or alcohol addiction

· Opportunity – an open window or unlocked door
· Genetic/ hereditary factors – more predisposed to crime if a parent was criminal or certain personality traits may lead to crime
· Poor role models – copy illegal behaviour of sibling or parent
· Jealousy/greed

2001 
Explain in detail why the Children’s Hearing system used in Scotland is widely admired.

· Emphasis on care – do what is best for the child
· Avoidance of the adult legal process and procedures for children that may intimidate them or they may not understand; more child friendly
· Use of lay people – volunteers are recruited from the public to sit on panels who have an interest in helping children
· Variety of courses of action available – e.g. no further action; placed on a Supervision Requirement; put a child into care
Give arguments for and against the view that in the UK the laws concerned with drugs and alcohol are not working and need to be changed.

· Present laws are ignored by many – underage drinking and cannabis use
· They are difficult to enforce – a 16 year old girl can dress up to look 18 
· The Law does not distinguish between soft and hard drugs – people taking cannabis for pain relief and medicinal purposes rather than for recreational use
· The laws are too lenient there is a need for zero tolerance 
· Heavier penalties are required

· There is a need for a deterrent effect

2002 
Describe in detail the causes of crime

· Peer pressure - egged on by mates to commit crimes, e.g. taking illegal drugs
· Inequalities – lack of money may lead people to stealing
· Boredom – young people may resort to crime if there are few facilities in the area
· Environment/neighbourhood – if it is a bad area and it is ‘normal’ to commit crime
· To support a drug or alcohol addiction

· Genetic/ hereditary factors – more predisposed to crime if a parent was criminal or certain personality traits may lead to crime
· Poor role models – copy illegal behaviour of sibling or parent
· Jealousy/greed

Give arguments for and against the view that there should be more police officers on the beat

For:
· Deterrent effect – criminals will be put off committing crime due to the high profile of the police
· Build up local knowledge of trouble areas and hotspots
· Reassurance for the public

· On the scene of the crime quicker 
Against:
· The cost – very expensive; other forms of policing cheaper and more effective, e.g. intelligence gathering
· Slower response time on foot 

· Resources spread too thinly
· Crime is displaced to an area where there is not such a high police presence
2003
Describe in detail the role of the police in reducing crime
· Advice on protection of property and crime prevention

· Patrolling the streets in residential areas

· Installing and operating CCTV cameras

· Drugs education in schools
· Gun and Knife Amnesties – e.g. people can hand in guns and knives to their local police station without being arrested
Give arguments for and against electronic tagging

For:
· Reduces the prison population – prevents overcrowding
· Cost effective – costs less money than sending someone to jail
· More appropriate for some people/crimes, e.g. offender can keep their job

· Allows a measure of freedom to remain in society – offenders can remain with their families which is an important factor in preventing re-offending
Against:
· Ineffectual punishment – seen as a ‘soft’ option as the offender remains in the community
· Criminal may remove the tag 

· The offender can commit crime out with the restricted hours as he is free to go where ever he wishes
· Dangerous criminals remain in the community

2004
Describe in detail the Scottish system of courts and sentencing

· District Court/Justice of the Peace Court

− the longest prison sentence which can be imposed is generally 60 days
− the maximum fine of up to £2500
− minor offences such as breach of the peace

- summary procedure, e.g. lay magistrate (Justice of the Peace); no jury
· Sheriff Court
Deals with more serious cases than the Justice of Peace court such as assault and drink driving offences.

− Summary procedure – No jury present. A sheriff may impose prison sentences of up to 3 months, in some cases up to 12 months. Fines up to £5000. 

− Solemn procedure – Jury present. Unlimited financial penalties. Can impose prison sentences of up to 3 years. Can refer to the High Court, also has a range of non-custodial options such as community service and probation. 

• High Court (of Justiciary)
– Solemn procedure - Judge presides. Jury of 15.
   – Most serious crimes such as rape and murder.

      -  Unlimited fines and imprisonment. Custodial and non-custodial sentencing options.

Explain in detail why some areas of Scotland have high levels of crime
· Social exclusion – caught in cycle of poverty and excluded from services such as education and the job market leads to many turning to crime
· Unemployment – two-thirds of young people are unemployed at the time of arrest
· Low income – increases the incentive to become involved in economically-motivated crime, such as burglary
· Lack of leisure facilities – boredom can lead to especially youths committing crime
2005
Describe in detail the Scottish system of courts 

See above (2004)
Explain in detail the arguments for and against increasing the legal age for buying alcohol

Advantages

· Reduce anti social behaviour of drunken youths by limiting access to alcohol

· Reduce alcoholism in young people by delaying the age at which people may buy

· Reduce crimes cause by influence of alcohol

· Reduce the likelihood of teenagers passing for legal age

Disadvantages

· Increase illegal drinking on street corners/ in parks since people cannot buy legally

· Increase numbers of people drinking illegally

· Shows lack of trust in young adults who are old enough to marry

· Many young people who drink socially do not binge drink.

2006 
Describe in detail ways in which the Children’s Panel deals with some of the problems faced by young people

· Giving advice to parents and child

· Supporting the family by providing social worker 

· Placing the child in the care of the authorities

· Placing the child in a foster home

Explain in detail the reasons why some parts of Scotland have a higher crime rates than others

· Unemployment

· Urban/ rural areas suffer different problems – e.g. rural areas may lack facilities whereas there are more opportunities to commit crime in urban areas
· Some areas have higher drug use than others; closely linked with deprivation, e.g. Banff/Fraserburgh
· Social exclusion
2007 
Describe in detail the changes that have been made to laws in Scotland on Smoking and alcohol in recent years.

Smoking 
· Tobacco advertising banned

· Scottish Parliament ban on smoking in enclosed public places came into force in March 2006.
· From 1st October 2007 it was illegal to sell tobacco and tobacco products to under 18s.
Alcohol 
· Time restrictions - Shops, supermarkets and off-licences are only allowed to sell alcohol between 10am and 10pm.

· Irresponsible advertising banned, e.g. ‘buy one get one free’

· Introduced no proof no sale for young people– all licensed premises must ask to see proof of age.

· Harsher punishments for those buying alcohol for under 18s
Explain in detail why some people commit crime

See above (2000)
2008 
Describe in detail the crimes most commonly committed by young people

Vandalism

Shoplifting

Breach of the peace

Underage drinking – related crimes

Drug offences

Graffiti

Car theft

Hanging around streets/causing disturbances

Explain in detail why in some areas community policing is the best way to tackle crime while others the us of CCTV cameras is better

Community Policing

• In residential areas where the police can get to know the residents and local young people.

• People feel safer in their communities knowing there are police on the beat.

• Young people may respond to community initiatives and be less likely to vandalise/get

involved in anti-social behaviour.

• People may not want CCTV cameras in their local communities.

CCTV Cameras

• In shopping centres/High Streets where shoplifting and pick-pocketing is a problem.

• In areas where recording the entrances and exits to facilities will help to identify those who

  have committed crimes.

• Too expensive to police such large areas.

• A police presence may not be desirable.

2009 
Describe in detail the adult court system in Scotland

1. District Court/Justice of the Peace Court

− the longest prison sentence which can be imposed is generally 60 days.

− the maximum fine of up to £2500.

− minor offences.

•Sheriff Court
− Summary procedure – a sheriff may impose prison sentences of up to 3 months, in some

cases up to 12 months. Fines up to £5000. No Jury Present − Less Serious Cases.

− Solemn procedure – unlimited financial penalties – can refer to the High Court, also has a

range of non-custodial options such as community service and probation. Jury Present −

Serious Cases.

• High Court (of Justiciary)
– Judge presides.

– Most serious crimes such as rape, assault and murder.

– Jury of 15.

· Custodial and non-custodial sentencing options.
Explain in detail why the use of the prison system has been criticised in recent years

· Overcrowding and other poor conditions against prisoners’ human rights and does not

· encourage rehabilitation.

· Used too frequently – young people are put into prison system too early.

· Lack of staff and funding to run rehabilitation programmes.

· Contributes to break-up of families.

· Prison is too lenient – not seen as a deterrent.

· Too much early release – insufficient note taken of views and feelings of victims and their

· families.

· High cost of prison system – not effective use of resources.
2010
Describe, in detail, the sentences criminal courts in Scotland can give to those found guilty of crimes.

· Admonition/warning.

• Supervised attendance order.

• Community service.

• Compensation.

• Disqualification from driving.

• Non-harassment orders.

• Drug treatment and testing orders.

• Deportation.

• Fines.

• Tagging orders.

• Forfeiture of money or goods acquired as a result of crime.

• Probation order.

• Imprisonment.
Explain, in detail, why some people commit crimes

· Family background, criminal behaviour within family.

• Peer pressure/role models.

• Alienation from society.

• Poor environment.

• Social and economic circumstances.

• Criminal behaviour while young.

• Thrill seeking.

• Response to poverty/economic inequality.

• Greed.

• Opportunistic crime.

• Link with alcohol/drug use.
2011

Describe, in detail, the work of the police in Scotland.

· Maintain law and order eg police on the beat. 

· Detect crimes eg carry out investigations, interview witnesses, process evidence. 

· Crime prevention eg visiting schools, Neighbourhood Watch. 

· Protection of the public eg security at football matches. 

· Initiatives eg knife amnesties. 

· Involvement in Court System. 

Explain, in detail, why some people think that the Government should spend more

money on prisons and explain why some people think they should spend less.
Spend more 

· Many prisons are old and the facilities are outdated and inappropriate. 

· More prisons could be built to solve overcrowding and give a harsh message to criminals. 

· Overcrowding causes problems eg violence, cases of crime, forced early-release. 

· Re-offending rates are high − more money should be spent on rehabilitation. 

· Majority of prisoners have drug and alcohol addictions − more money needed for rehabilitation. 

Spend less 

· Prison should be tough with harsh conditions to reduce re-offending. 

· Many prisoners already have good facilities and some prisoners have an easy enough life. 

· More money should be spent on alternatives eg drug courts, electronic tags. 

· Better to spend money in other more worthy areas eg education, NHS. 

Government and Decision-making in Scotland
2001

Explain, in detail, why the majority of voters supported the setting-up of a Scottish Parliament in the 1997 referendum.

· Scotland has its own identity – legal system, education system, culture, etc.
· Different politics and voting patterns, e.g. the SNP factor.

· Different traditional level of support for parties – Labour remained the biggest party in Scotland even when not in government in the UK.

· Scottish people were fed up with perceived poor treatment by Westminster government.

2002

Describe, in detail, the main areas of responsibility of the Scottish Parliament.

· Health and social work.

· Education and training.

· Local Government and housing.

· Justice and police.

· Agriculture, forestry and fisheries.

· The environment.

· Tourism, sport and heritage.

· Economic development and internal transport.

Explain, in detail, why some people believe that Scotland should have less representation at Westminster.
· Average population of Scottish constituencies is lower than England.
· Scottish MPs can vote on many non-Scottish issues.

· Scotland now has its own Parliament in Edinburgh.

· Too much Scottish influence on UK government.
2003

Describe, in detail, the role of Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs).

· To represent constituents in the Scottish Parliament
· To meet constituent and work on their behalf

· Vote on bills

· Hold the Scottish Government to account
2004

Describe, in detail, the methods used by pressure groups to influence the government.

· Protests and demonstrations. Large numbers of people protest by marching on the streets, holding banners. For example, Scottish students travelled to London to take part in the student protests over tuition fees in English universities.
· Petitions. Lots of people sign their name on a petition to show the government how much support a campaign has. The petition is then handed in to the government. For example, Scottish farmers travelled to London to hand in a petition to Downing Street to raise awareness of the plight of pig farmers in the UK. 

· Letter writing campaigns. Friends of the Earth Scotland urged the public to write letters to prevent the Aberdeen bypass being built.

· Poster and leaflet campaign. Pylon Pressure campaigned against the proposed Beauly to Denny line, which would see 600 pylons built on a 137 mile route between the Highlands and central Scotland.

· Lobbying MSPs. This is direct contact with politicians. Representatives from pressure groups meet with MSPs and discuss their issue. They will try to get the MSP to support their cause. Some pressure groups will use professional lobbyists, who have good contacts with politicians. 
· Direct Action. For example, Plane Stupid broke into the runway at Aberdeen Airport disrupting flights in protest against emissions. Members of Scottish CND have blockaded sites at Faslane nuclear submarine base. 

Explain, in detail, the reasons why both the Scottish Parliament and the UK Parliament have a role to play in decision making in Scotland.

· Explanation of reserved and developed powers
· Need for national defence

· National system of tax and benefits

· Explanation of rationale of devolution and certain powers

· Political reasons for devolution

· Certain responsibilities better carries out closer to those affected
2005

Describe, in detail, two powers of the Scottish Parliament.

· Passing of laws in devolved areas
· Discussion of issues of concern to Scottish electorate

· Representation of Scottish people

· Scrutiny of the Executive/Scottish Government

· Ability to alter basic rate of income by up to 3p in the £
Explain, in detail, the reasons why Pressure Groups use a variety of methods to try to achieve their aims.

· Direct action in order to create disruption and gain media attention
· Lobbying of government ministers, civil servants to gain direct access to those in power

· Mass protests, petitions in order to show extent of public support

· Method chosen will depend on target of action

· Legal/illegal

· Insider/Outsider 
2006
Describe, in detail, the methods pressure groups use to try and influence those in power.

· Protest/demonstration
· Lobbying, including the employment of professional lobbyists

· Direct action

· Petitions

· Use of media
Explain, in detail, the reasons why many people believe that the Scottish Parliament should have more power.

· Continuing control of too many reserved matters from Westminster
· Insufficient financial power due to block grant funding from Westminster

· Continuing demands for independence

· Need to take decisive action to deal with Scottish problems
2007

Describe, in detail, two ways MSPs can represent their constituents in the Scottish Parliament.

· Speaking in debates
· Asking questions at question time

· Attempting to introduce a members bill

· Lobbying members of the Scottish Government
· Working with other MPSs representing the same area

· Working in committees
Explain, in detail, why some people believe a coalition is a good way of governing Scotland.

· It is more democratic if two parties or more run the country more of the electorate is being represented. Jim Wallace the then leader of Scottish Lib Dems was made both Deputy first minister and justice minister in the 1999 coalition between labour and Lib Dems.

· Better decisions and policies may be introduced.  Lib Dems were able to get Labour to introduce the STV system of voting for local council elections rather than FPTP. In exchange Lib Dems agreed to support Labours policies on youth crime

· More talent to draw on if Ministers can be selected from 2 Parties to become MSPs
· The coalition government from 1999 to 2007 was effective and stable.
2008
Describe, in detail, services local councils are responsible for providing in their own area.
· Education. Local councils provide schools and are responsible for the operation of nursery, primary and secondary schools for all the young people in the area. It would also provide support services such as Educational Psychologists and advisers

· Recreation Services. Management of leisure facilities is a major responsibility. The maintenance of country parks, cemeteries, memorials, and the provision of bowling greens, football pitches and public parks.

· Roads. The maintenance of roads, the provision of street lighting, providing gritting and snow clearing services would also come under this department.

· Housing. Rented council housing is provided throughout the council area. There is a programme of maintenance and improvement for the council housing stock. The housing department also has a responsibility to deal with the homeless.

Explain, in detail, why pressure groups use campaigning methods which will attract the attention of the media.

· Large protests, demonstrations, direct action more likely to be newsworthy and attract media attention
· Media attention will get message of pressure group to a large number of people who view television or read newspapers

· Attention of media will force government to take more account of pressure group due to influence on public opinion and voting intentions
2009

Describe, in detail, two ways in which decisions made about local services by councils can affect the lives of people in Scotland.

· Make decisions about Education. If the local council decide to save money they may choose to close a small school and merge it with another school. E.g. Aberdeenshire Council has decided to close Clatt Primary.
· Social housing decisions can affect the standard of housing in an area. Councils may decide to build new housing available to families or knock down existing housing schemes in favour of new modern buildings. 

· Recycling and Rubbish Collection. Families may be inconvenienced if the Council decides to reduce recycling and rubbish collection. They may have to travel some distance to the nearest recycling facility.
· Street Lighting. If councils decide to switch off the street lights during the night to save money people who need to be outdoors at night may feel less safe or it could lead to accidents. For example, Aberdeenshire Council is running a pilot scheme in 5 villages to save on electricity costs.
· Decisions may be taken on council tax. This will determine how much people have to pay depending on the size of property they live in.
Explain, in detail, why some people are happy with the way the Additional Member System (AMS) of voting has worked while others are unhappy.
· It’s fairer and more proportional so voters choices are more likely to be reflected in parliament.
· Each voter gets two votes therefore there is a greater choice. 
· More representatives to choose from i.e. constituency and 7 regional MSPs, to go to see with any issues
· It’s unlikely to produce a majority government which may exert too much power

· Has resulted in 8 years of a coalition government with reasonable stability and now produced a minority government – with a reasonable degree of success.

Unhappy with the way AMS has worked:

· It’s a more complicated voting system because voters have 2 votes. There were many spoiled ballot papers in 2007 when the local council elections were held on the same day but using a different voting system. 
· It is unlikely to produce a majority government therefore there is a need for a coalition or minority government. The Minority government has difficulty in passing legislation.

· Two types of MSP are elected under this system. Constituency and regional therefore there can be some confusion over roles
2010

Describe, in detail, the devolved matters which the Scottish Parliament can make decisions about for Scotland.
• Health and social work.

• Education and training.

• Local Government and housing.

• Justice and police.

• Agriculture, forestry and fisheries.

• The environment.

• Tourism, sport and heritage.

• Economic development and internal transport.

• Limited power to change taxation – alter income tax rate by up to 3p per £.
Explain, in detail, why many people get involved in pressure group activities.
· More effective way of putting forward views to government.

• Strength in numbers/support of others.

• May involve less commitment in time and money than political party membership.

• Decline in party membership.

• Disillusionment with conventional politics.

• Show strength of feeling about issues.

• Able to influence political decision between elections.
2011

Describe, in detail, two ways local councils in Scotland can raise money

· Grants from Scottish Government (revenue and capital). 

· Council Tax. 

· Non-domestic Rates. 

· Charges for council provided services, including rent for council houses. 

Explain, in detail, why some people want to increase the powers of the Scottish Parliament

· Extend powers to increase number of devolved matters so that Scotland has more power over own affairs. 

· More power over taxation and revenue raising to spend on areas of devolved responsibility. 

· More power as wish to see Scotland independent so Scotland has complete control over own affairs. 

· More power as wish to lessen UK Government/Parliament influence. 

· More powers as Scottish Parliament has done a good job. 

· More powers as after 12 years, ready to take on more responsibility. 

Describe the role of the media in the decision making process

· To educate and inform voters. By encouraging greater awareness of political issues among the public enhances the democratic process.

· To influence opinions. Some people claim that the media does not just inform people but it actually has the capacity to influence public opinion on political issues and affect the way people vote.

· Keep a check on the government. It’s important for the government not to have control over the media or the public may never hear the truth about what is going on in the country.

Explain the advantages and disadvantages of a Minority Government
Advantages

· The wishes of the electorate are reflected. Opposition parties can unite to prevent the minority government passing legislation. Following the 2007 election, the SNP minority government had to abandon plans for a referendum on Independence. Opposition parties argued they did not have a mandate from the people on this policy.

· Leads to consensus politics. If the party with the most seats does not have a majority they will have to try to push through their manifesto pledges through consultation and cooperation with other parties that share a similar view. The Liberal Democrats supported the SNP in cutting primary class sizes while the Conservatives supported the SNP’s policy of putting more bobbies on the beat.

Disadvantages

· Less accountable. The leader of the Minority government can dodge responsibility and shift blame to the opposition.

· Opposition parties may try a version of bribery. In return for helping a minority government get a proposal through Parliament a party may demand that they back one of their proposals in exchange. This would be done in secrecy and is bad for democracy.

· Less stable. A minority government tends to be less stable than a majority. The opposition can always bring down the government with a simple vote of no confidence.
Describe, in detail, the functions of the Scottish Government.

· Accountability to Parliament. Ministers are accountable for the work of their department or Government policy decisions. Ministers must answer questions at Question Time and if called in front of a committee of the Scottish Parliament. For example, Alex Salmond was called before the local government committee over Donald Trumps £1bn Aberdeenshire golf resort plan.

· Discussion and negotiation with the UK government. There are many differences of opinion between Scotland and the UK government. Negotiation may have to go on between the first Minister and ministers and their UK counterparts. E.g. Restrictions on drivers’ hours were having an effect on Scottish farmers where they were trying to get their backlog of animals to market after the foot and mouth outbreak. The First Minister also consulted with the UK government over Petrol shortages in Scotland in Spring 2008.

· Formulation and implementation of policy in devolved areas. Each minister is responsible for a department and the government formulates and implements policy on devolved matters. Their task is to run their department effectively and try to meet government objectives. In spring 2008 Fiona Hyslop (then Education Secretary) announced the Government’s intention to scrap Standard Grade and Intermediate qualifications.

· Proposal of new laws. The party or parties that form the government will want to get as many of their manifesto pledges made into laws as possible. Ministers will introduce Executive Bills. Abolition of the Bridge Tolls Bill was introduced by Stewart Stevenson transport Minister to Scrap Tolls on the Fourth Road Bridge. Tolls were removed on 11th February 2008.

Describe, in detail why some services are best provided by local councils

· Local councils are aware of local needs and issues. Councillors are local people living and working in the community.

· Different priorities exist between and among different areas. Authorities differ in size and population. Aberdeen city and Aberdeenshire have approximately the same population but have very different needs. Aberdeen city being an urban area may need more street lighting whereas Aberdeenshire would need a larger fleet of trucks for recycling/ refuse collection in a largely rural area.

· Local councillors can be accessed easily.  They often attend meetings such as school board meetings or community council meetings. This means that people can access them easily and speak to them about the needs of the local community.

Describe the ways MSPs look after the interests of the people they represent.

· Hold surgeries to which constituents can bring issues. They are usually held in evenings or weekends. Social, economic and political concerns are addressed. For example the building of a large supermarket in a small community, this can have a knock on effect for small businesses.

· Deal with letters, phone calls and emails on behalf of constituents. This can outline what the person wants their representative to do. An MSP may contact a government minister, write to organisations or bring up the matter during Members’ Business.

· Carry out fact finding visits. MSPs might visit a part of the constituency to find out for themselves about a problem. For example, they may gain first hand information about crime on a housing estate or a dangerous crossing near to a school.

Explain why pressure groups are prepared to break the law during their campaigns.

· To show their level of commitment and determination to pursue the cause

· To cause disruption and delay

· To gain the attention of the public

· To gain media attention in order to spread a message

· Many groups believe that peaceful/ non violent methods have been ineffective.

China

2000 
Describe in detail, human rights issues which have made the headlines in China in recent years.

· Conditions in Chinese prisons

· Justice system – over use of the death penalty

· Clamp down on religious groups such as the Falun Gong

· Repression of environmental protesters

· Continued failure to allow political opposition

Explain why the movement of migrants to the cities is one of Chinas most serious social problems.
· Unemployment in the cities

· Lack of suitable job opportunities

· Rural depopulation can lead to food shortages

· Overcrowding and lack of suitable housing in the cities

· Growth of shanty town type developments

· Rising crime

2001
Describe in detail the ways that the Chinese government takes action against people who criticise them and their policies.
· Harassment of individuals

· Persecution of them and their families through denial of access to education etc

· Imprisonment/ forced labour Laogai camps

Explain in detail why the Chinese government has established Special Economic Zones

· To encourage economic growth

· To attract foreign investment

· To develop the economy along western lines

· To take advantage of the available workforce

· To take advantage of available natural resources

2002 
Describe in detail the economic problems that the Chinese government has had to deal with in recent years

· Higher proportion still employed in state industries through the Iron Rice Bowl

· Inefficiency in comparison with privately owned industries

· Shortage of skilled workers

· Underemployment in the countryside (people are moving to the cities)

· Unemployment in the cities

· Poorly built buildings particularly in remote areas

2003 
Describe in detail the differences in lifestyle between different groups of people in China

· Wealthy farmers who have good land make a profit

· Unemployment in the cities and underemployment in the countryside

· Workers in Special Economic Zones have well paid jobs

· Skilled and well qualified young people are in cities such as Shanghai and Beijing

· Unskilled workers in the towns

· Homeless migrant workers in the big cities

Describe in detail why human rights issues continue to be a problem in China

· One child policy

· No right to a fair trial

· No right to speak in your own defence

· No right to protest

· Falun gong – Prison, deaths and in police custody

· No right to criticise the government

· No right to vote to change the government

· Death penalty is enforced for over 65 crimes

· Torture occurs in the Laogai

· Prisoners may be required to do dangerous jobs

2004 
Describe the inequalities which exist between urban and rural areas

· Good range of employment in the urban areas especially SEZs

· Little but farming in some rural areas – underemployment in agriculture

· Higher average income in urban areas

· Range of consumer goods available in urban areas, limited in rural

· Facilities/ entertainment in urban areas – tea houses and Karaoke bars

· Fewer leisure facilities/ little entertainment in rural areas particularly remote inland western provinces

· More basic housing for most in rural areas

2005 
Describe in detail the differences in lifestyles between people in different parts of China

Urban/rural

· Good range of employment in the urban areas, little but farming in some rural

· Higher average household income in urban areas/lower in rural

· Range of consumer goods in urban/ fewer in rural

· Facilities/ entertainment in urban areas, fewer leisure facilities/ litter entertainment in rural areas

· Good quality modern housing for many in cities, basic housing in rural

Provinces

· People in coastal provinces like Guangdong, Jiangsu tend to have good job opportunities, good communications and a modern lifestyle

· People inland like Guizhou, Sichuan have poor employment prospects so people migrate to the towns, low standard of living

· Many people in Hong Kong have a prosperous way of life based on big firms and international companies but overcrowding and exploitation, contrast to mainland China

· Many people in Tibet have a way of life based on the Buddhist religion, contrast to the rest of China

· Many people in Xinjiang have a Muslim way of life.

Explain in detail why the Chinese government has been criticised for its human rights record in Tibet

· Interfering with Tibetans’ religious freedoms by seeking to control the selection of senior religious figures

· Attempts to dilute down or destroy Tibetan culture and Buddhist way of life by encouraging the migration of the Chinese Han to Tibet

· Severe prison sentences have been issued to supporters of the Dalai Lama. E.g. a Tibetan monk was jailed for 12 years in 2005 for having a video and pictures of the Dalai Lama in his home. 

2006 
Describe in detail two ways in which freedom of expression is limited in China

· Free speech is limited by fear of arrest, trial without a defence lawyer

· No freedom to express criticisms of the government because of danger of arrest, laogai, death penalty

· No freedom of protest troops will be sent in to stop you

· No freedom to express your religious beliefs limited by fear of arrest torture or even death in police custody

· Freedom of expression is limited in newspapers – you could be arrested for writing an article, criticising the government, jailed for fifteen years and then exiled

· Freedom of expression in the media is limited by the fact that the Chinese government own or control the TV channels

· The government controls access to the internet

Explain in detail the reasons why many foreign businesses have been attracted to China in recent years

· Low wage costs have attracted many foreign businesses

· The Chinese government gives incentives to attract businesses

· Less paper work and fewer government regulations attract firms to the Special Economic Zones

· Joint ventures have encouraged foreign businesses

· There is a huge market within China for the goods produced by foreign businesses

2007 
Describe in detail the opportunities for political participation and representation in China
· People work hard and prove themselves to be worthy of becoming a member of the Communist Party

· Young people can become members of the young pioneers or Young Communist Youth league and hope to become full Communist Party members at a later date

· ‘Theory of Three Represents’ means that businesses now have influence in economic decisions as entrepreneurs are now consulted

· People over 18 can vote in the local people’s congress however usually only candidates backed by a party are permitted to stand. President Hu called in 2003 for more expansion of participation and representation for the people.

· Some attempts by the government to address grievances of the Chinese Democracy Movement

· Toleration of some single issue protests.

Explain in detail why some parts of China have better living standards than those in other areas.
See above (2005)
2008 
Describe in detail two ways in which political participation is limited in China

· No opposition parties.

· No multi-party elections.

· Have to be invited to join the Communist Party.

· Usually, only candidates endorsed by the Communist Party are allowed to stand.

· Limited freedom of speech and right to protest.

· Restrictions on the Internet.

· Choice of candidates restricted to village level elections.

· People can vote for province, county and town delegates only.

Explain in detail why there has been a large movement of people from the countryside to the urban areas in China in recent years

· More employment opportunities and potentially better standard of living.

· Less government subsidies for agriculture than in the past.

· Responsibility system led to many small farmers losing land.

· Rural areas are generally poorer than urban areas.

· Better access to education and health care, in urban areas.

2009 
Describe in detail the ways in which human and political rights are limited in China

· Membership of the Communist Party is not open to everyone.

· Restrictions on demonstrations/protests.

· Crackdown on dissent.

· Extensive use of death penalty.

· One-child policy where its application restricts individual rights.

· Government control of the internet.

· Limits on human rights.

· Harsh treatment of prisoners.

· Tibet – squeezed the Tibetans’ religious freedoms, dilution/destruction of Tibetan culture and Buddhist way of life
Explain, in detail, why China has become more open to the rest of the world in recent years

· Membership of the World Trade Organisation.

· Influx of foreign business.

· Expansion of the economy.

· Hosting of the Olympics 2008.

· Tourism.

· Access to the internet.
2010
Describe, in detail, two health problems faced by China.

· Lack of resources in rural areas compared with urban areas.

· Problems of access to health care for poor.

· Health problems linked to AIDs; TB; adulterated baby food/dairy products in 2008.

· The current health insurance system in China provides virtually free coverage for people employed in urban state enterprises and relatively inexpensive coverage for their families while the situation for workers in the rural areas or in urban employment outside the state sector is far more varied.

· China’s health care system has moved more towards a ‘fee for service model’.

· Those who can afford it have better health care.

· Respiratory problems.

· Cancer as a result of pollution of rivers.
Explain, in detail, why China has become richer in recent years.
· Abandonment of command economy.

· Huge market for foreign investment.

· Cheap labour.

· Ordinary people have more money to spend.

· Economy benefits even more.

· Demand for more housing, cars and other commodities.

· Use of trade surplus to invest in foreign businesses.

· Cycle of prosperity.

· World Trade Organisation membership.

· Special Economic Zones (SEZs).
2011
Describe, in detail, ways in which China has developed its economy in recent years.
· China now trading more with foreign countries. 

· Inviting/encouragement of foreign companies to invest in China. 

· Allowing capitalist/business principles to flourish in certain parts of China especially in coastal city areas. 

· Economy has become much more open. 

· Less state control of industry. 

· At same time private sector has grown rapidly. 

· Banking system has diversified. 

· Stock Market has been established. 

· Chinese investment abroad. 

· World Trade Organisation membership. 

Explain, in detail, why many people have moved from the countryside to cities in

China in recent years.
· More employment opportunities and potentially, better standard of living. 

· Less government subsidies for agriculture than in the past. 

· Responsibility system led to many small farmers losing land. 

· Rural areas are generally poorer than urban areas. 

· Better education and health provision. 

· Better housing in cities. 
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