The Gordon Schools, Huntly – The Modern Studies Department
S2 Law and Order:  from crime scene to court room

Lights, Camera, Parliament!

If I could make one law …
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No more than 5 participants per group/film.
· Keep it short! Films must be a maximum of 3 minutes long
· Only original or copyright free music can be used in the film. 
· The target audience for these films is your peers, i.e. those aged the same age as you. 

· You should aim to explain your law and make films that your age group will enjoy and understand. 
· All films should propose a new law or a change to an existing law in the UK. Beyond this there are no restrictions – you can make a film about anything you care about and want to change.
· You can be as creative as you like in terms of genre, whether it is drama, documentary, comedy or music video, so long as it communicates the message!

Judging Criteria

1. Did it have a clear story and a clear idea for a law?
2. Was it original and creative in style? 
3. Did it appeal to the target audience? 
4. Could you see it and hear it?
5. Did you like it?
Source:  Lights, Camera, Parliament! (Parliament Education Service)

Picture credit:  M4D GROUP 

Here are some helpful tips to making your filming process easier: 

Camera

Don’t worry if you don’t have a professional film camera as film can be recorded on many devices, such as a mobile phone or flip camera. Remember so long as we can see it and hear it then films will not be marked down on the quality of production. You could also try using photos and making them into a rolling film using Movie Maker or Photostory, which can be downloaded for free. Add music (copyright free!) or a voiceover and you have a short film.

Shooting

Keep your shots as steady as you can – if you are having trouble use a tripod or place the camera on a still surface. Hold the camera still and film the scene for 10 seconds before and after your shot – this will help with editing.

Length

Your film clip doesn’t need to use all of the 3 minutes available. If you think about an advert, they are usually around 30 seconds long and still manage to communicate their message successfully. 

Sound and music

Try to shoot your film in quiet locations to avoid unwanted background noise. 

Remember to hold the microphone close to the person speaking: if you have an external microphone then use this, but it doesn’t matter if you don’t, just make sure the shot is close up. 

You can add sound effects and music in the editing process.

You could opt for a silent movie, or you could use voiceover if you are worried about not being able to hear recorded speech on film. Remember music must be copyright free. 
Lighting

Daylight is the best light to shoot in. 

Make sure the light is not behind the person you are shooting as their face will be in shadow.

Experiment with where you put your lighting, it will impact upon the mood of the shot. 

Interviewing

Practise interviewing with each other – what questions will you ask?
Ask questions that do not have yes/no answers begin with ‘how’ or ‘why’.

Don’t be afraid to ask people to explain in more detail what they mean.

Respond to what they are saying – if they say something interesting ask them more! 

Hold the camera in a close up shot 

Editing

All modern computers come with free editing software which is very straightforward to use, e.g. 
Movie Maker (PC) and iMovie (Macs). ‘In camera editing’ – if you plan each shot well and film the clip in the order you want the scenes to appear in the clip, this can avoid any editing process at the end. This is useful if you are restricted in time or have limited access to a computer and editing software.
Source:  Lights, Camera, Parliament! (Parliament Education Service)
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Films can broadly be broadly divided into 2 categories – factual or drama. Here are some ideas for different genres:





Drama – devise a short piece of drama or a play and film your actors


Documentary – research and interview people, then film it


News report – investigate the issue


Advertisement – how would you sell your idea for a law?


Animation – draw or make your idea and add a voiceover


‘Reality’ TV– how does your law stand the competition?


Music video – write a song and then perform it on film


Comedy sketch – are you funny? Convince us by making us laugh 


Event/debate – hold one at your school/youth group about your idea, and film it!


Campaign video – start a campaign in your local area and film the process
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