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Advice for Advocates 
Always stand when you address the judge!
Examination-in-chief
This allows the witness to get their side of the story out in their own words. Advocates should ask questions that will help the witness to tell what happened in a clear and logical way. 

The questions should be phrased as ‘open questions’ to allow the witness to tell their own story. It is important you do not put words into the mouth of the witnesses by asking leading questions.

Good questions to ask in examination-in-chief should start with the words:

Who?

What?

Where?

When?

Why?

How? 
Describe

	Examination-in-chief

	(
	X

	Where were you on 2nd June 2011?
	Were you walking through Rouken Glen Park on 2nd June?

	What were you doing there?
	The youth who attacked you had a knife, didn’t he?

	What time were you there?
	The other youth was wearing a yellow scarf, wasn’t she?

	What do you remember happened at this time?
	When the policeman arrived, what did he do?

	What were the youths wearing?
	Did you get a really clear look at your attackers?

	What happened next?
	I bet you’ll never forget the face of your attacker, will you?


Cross-examination
This is when you get the chance to question the other side’s witnesses. You should aim to cast doubt on their witnesses’ version of events. You should attempt to show their witnesses are not reliable or credible. Try to show they have not told the truth, they got their story muddled or they have not remembered accurately what happened.

You should try to use ‘closed questions’. These are questions that should produce a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer. You do not want to give the other side’s witnesses an opportunity to re-tell their version of events. You want to really control what they are saying on the stand. Do not ask a question you do not know the answer to! This can be very dangerous.
Some examples of closed questions:
You were 30 yards away from the incident when you first became aware of a commotion?
Did you hear what the youth shouted?

You were too far away to hear what the youth shouted, isn’t that correct?

Isn’t it true that you wouldn’t have been able to see what happened because you were too far away?

