Nationalism 
· Definition:

It is a difficult concept to define but a good definition is the belief that belonging to a nation is more important than belonging to a town, province, class, social group or religious group, and that the nation should do everything in its power to defend its interests and identity. So, in a way it’s a ‘state of mind’ inspiring a large majority of people who share a common culture, language, religion, history and defined territorial area.
· Reasons for the growth of nationalism in Europe, early 19th century:

Before the 19th century, most people’s loyalty tended to be towards a monarch, religion or, more likely to a landlord. Countries had been exchanged by conquest or inheritance with little regard to the preference of their inhabitants.

In the 19th century, more loyalty was given to the nation. The French Revolution of 1789-1799 and the subsequent Napoleonic Empire was of great importance in fostering this development.  Napoleon indirectly supported the rise of nationalism by abolishing many of the smaller states of the Holy Roman Empire which were feudal barriers in the way of national unity. The American Wars of Independence in the 1770’s also influenced people’s courage to overthrow an oppressor. 

The writings of philosophers, intellectuals and poets enlightened people on their rights and of their history. The Romantic Movement was an important cultural movement in this regard. 

Thus by 1815, the idea of Nationalism was widely understood in Europe. However, it was not a strongly held idea and to many of the monarchs who ruled Europe after the defeat of Napoleon, it was something to be destroyed. They wanted to make sure the devastation and disruption following the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars would never again happen. They met at Vienna in 1815.

