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Fines





Failure to pay a fine can lead to a person going to prison.





Advantages – reduces the number of people sent to prison; offender is not separated from family by a custodial sentence; minor crimes do not justify a harsh punishment, i.e. a custodial sentence; low cost to the taxpayer.





Disadvantages – people may not pay the fine and be sent to prison; poor people may not be able to afford to pay the fine





Restriction of Liberty Order (electronic tagging)





Electronic tags restrict an offender’s movements to stop them committing more crime. The offenders wear a tagging device usually on their ankle.








Advantages – it is cheaper than jail; offenders can remain with their families; any tampering with the tagging device leads to immediate action.





Disadvantages – seen as  a ‘soft’ option because the offender remains in the community; offenders may continue to offend outside of restricted areas or times; if a criminal moves out of the range it may take some time to recapture them.











