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Community Service





An offender carries out unpaid work of benefit to community of up to 300 hours. The work may be providing assistance to elderly or disabled people to group work on outdoor environmental improvement projects. 





Advantages – offenders remain in the community so reduces the burden on prisons; offenders remain with their families/can rebuild relationships; community benefits from unpaid work completed by the offender.





Disadvantages – offenders remain in the community and could commit further crimes; many people see it as a ‘soft’ option, i.e. that the offender is not being punished.








A DTTO is available for people whose offending is a direct result of their drug misuse, i.e. addicts who steal to fund their habit. It gives them fast access to a drug treatment programme.





Advantages - reduces the amount of stealing; reduces the level of drug misuse.


Disadvantages – it is expensive; treatment is often what is available rather than what is needed; positive drug tests can hide true level of progress.











Drug Treatment and Testing Orders (DTTOs)








