The Gordon Schools, Huntly – Modern Studies Department
Higher – The USA – Political Parties and their Support

Homework Sheet 1

You will need to use the following on-line resources (can be accessed through the Modern Studies website) to answer the questions that follow.
· Presidential Election Results Map 2004

· Presidential Election Results Map 2008

· National Exit Poll Presidential Election 2004

· National Exit Poll Presidential Election 2008

Please use evidence (e.g. figures, percentages) when answering the questions below.
1. To what extent does the evidence support the view that the two main political parties gain their support from different geographical areas?
2. Who were the main contenders in the 2004 Presidential Election, which party did they stand for, and who won?

3. Name the states that switched from Republican to Democrat from the 2004 to the 2008 Presidential Elections.

4. List the battleground states that remained Republican in 2008.

5. How many electoral college votes did Obama and McCain receive?

6. Who voted for Obama? (gender, age, race, income, education, etc)

7. Who voted for McCain?

8. What were the main differences in support for Democrat and Republican candidates between the 2004 and 2008 Presidential Elections?






