The reasons for Prussia’s success against France and ultimately German unification.

· Bismarck’s skilful diplomacy and strength of character were crucial
· The appointment of two very able ministers, Von Roon as War Minister and Von Moltke as Chief of Staff.
· The army reforms were made possible by the wealth from industrialisation but also by the development of the iron and coal industries in the Rhineland and the development of the steel industry.
· The modern railway network moved large numbers of troops quickly to the battlefields. Also, the telegraph provided good communications.
· The Prussian army was a powerful fighting machine. Von Moltke armed the soldiers well with the latest technology. They were well trained and led by good officers.
Thus it could be said that the German Empire was founded not only on ‘blood and iron’ but also on coal and iron.

Conclusion

· The growth of nationalism and the economic unification in the German states from 1815 onwards, made unification inevitable.

· Bismarck hastened this process and made it happen sooner rather than later.

· Unification was on his terms. He shaped the character of the new Germany. He ensured it was Kleindeutsch, autocratic rather than democratic (the constitution of the new German Empire was based on the North German Confederation) and dominated by Prussia. How important Bismarck’s role was in unifying German is open to debate and the subject of your next essay.

Adapted from Faith Geddes’ Revision Guide.

