The Gordon Schools, Huntly – Modern Studies Department
S1 Right Here, Right Now! – Homework 3:  The Influence of the Media

Aim:  
I can discuss the extent to which my choices and decisions are influenced by the ways in which I am informed.
Background information:  

Unlike in North Korea, radio and television in the UK must follow certain rules. TV and radio are not allowed to take sides or be biased when reporting political information. However, many people believe that the media influences the way some people act or behave, which can be dangerous to themselves or others. 
Activities

1. Carry out Internet research on one of the following topics:  computer game violence OR super skinny celebs. Recommended sources of information are on the Modern Studies website.

2. Carry out your own research by designing and conducting a questionnaire on the extent to which people are influenced by the media. Use the help sheet on questionnaires to get you started (download it from the Modern Studies website).
3. Draw a spider diagram of the people who influence you or what influences you, e.g. individuals such as parents or friends, groups such as pop groups, the media.





The length of the line shows how much the person influences you. A short line means a lot of influence because it is nearer to you, and a long line means less influence because it is further away from you.

4. Display all your information on a poster. Use the success criteria on the next page to make sure you have included all the information needed.
Success Criteria

	Collection of information

	A wide range of sources have been used, including primary research (e.g. questionnaire)

	A satisfactory range of sources have been used, including primary research (e.g. questionnaire)

	A limited range of sources have been used

	Content

	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the influence of the media on eating habits/behaviour

	Adequate knowledge and understanding of the influence of the media on eating habits/behaviour

	Limited knowledge and understanding of the influence of the media on eating habits/behaviour

	Comment

	Power of the media is compared/contrasted in detail with other influences on decisions taken

	Power of the media is compared/contrasted to some extent with other influences on decisions taken

	Power of the media is compared/contrasted to a limited extent with other influences on decisions made

	Presentation

	Information is presented clearly; data is displayed appropriately using tables/charts/graphs

	Most information and data is presented in a clear way using tables/charts/graphs appropriately

	Information and data is presented in a simple way
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I am influenced


 by ….





- she tells me to eat properly








