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Intermediate 2 Extended Response  (worth 20 marks)

The Extended Response involves writing a long essay on an issue of your choice which must be drawn from either in the Scottish and British unit,  European and World units or from any part of the Options unit. 

The essay will count for 20 out of 70 marks for the total external assessment.

TIMING

· You may be given approximately 8 hours of class time in which to identify and research your chosen issue. 

· After this, all work on your Extended Response will be done in your own time. 

· A First draft must be handed into your teacher about the first week of March (This is only a typical time and you should check with your teacher).

ESSAY QUESTION

· Choosing a good essay question is crucial.

· The title you choose must be part of the exam course.

· Your essay question must lead you to writing a conclusion.  The easiest way to do this is to start your essay title with a phrase like

· Why was…

· Explain why…

· How important was ………

· Do not have a title which covers two or three issues.

· Make sure your title allows you to cover at least 5 main points.

· Your title should lead to you writing a balance conclusion.

RESEARCH

· Prior to producing the essay you should research by using a range of familiar and unfamiliar material. 

· Sources may be primary and/or secondary and may cover a variety of types e.g. text, video and audiotapes, pictures and photographs. The research exercise should make efficient use of the resources and should involve the identification of relevant material and the rejection of the irrelevant.

LENGTH OF THE ESSAY

· The essay length should be equal to what you can write within an hour. Roughly, the length of the essay should be about 1000- 1500 words (approx 4 sides A4).

THE PLAN

· Once you have researched your topic and had your first draft marked, you should produce a final plan for your essay.  This plan must not exceed 150 words - marks will be deducted if plans are longer than 150 words - and should use a format provided.

WRITING UP THE ESSAY

· You will take the plan into the classroom and use it to write up the essay within a single continuous period of 1 hour under supervision of your teacher, i.e. under exam conditions.  Your extended response will be submitted to the SQA along with the plan, i.e. it is not marked by your teacher. This will be done before the end of April.

· The essay should address the chosen issue and provide evidence that a complex task has been planned and carried out efficiently and that investigation and judgement have been applied.

MARKING OF THE ESSAY

· The essay/response will be externally marked. See the marking instruction on the SQA History webpage.
· This is a great opportunity to produce a really good essay on a topic of your choice and to prepare for a part of your exam in which you know the essay question beforehand and you will have an essay plan with you. Remember it is worth 20 marks out of 70.

The extended essay should be an example of your very best work and thus you should pick a topic that greatly interests you. It is essential to discuss the topic with your teacher who will help you select a question for yourself to answer.  Once you have chosen the question, you should begin to form paragraph headings to give you an idea of what direction the essay will take.  Again it is best to get your teacher to check these.  Once you have your paragraphs worked out, you could write the 150 word plan as a further guide to your work, but this could be done later. Phone text message words are not allowed in plan (can only use proper words & dates). 

Tips for completing the Extended Response

For the Extended Response, markers commented that the best essays had clear questions which could be argued coherently and led to a well substantiated conclusion . 

· Choose single questions, eg. ‘How important was Bruce’s preparations beforehand in wining the battle of Bannockburn?’ (Not: ‘How important was Bruce’s preparations beforehand in wining the battle of Bannockburn and how did he convince the English he was King of Scots afterwards?’)
· Many candidates might find it easier to devise an argument and/or a conclusion if the question offers a hint eg “How important was the media in helping black Americans gain civil rights?” rather than “How di black Americans gain civil rights?” 

· Pages should be numbered as candidates sometimes misplace the order when checking over their answer. 

· Plans may be in the form of a spider diagram or mind map but only as a method of organising the words.  Plain English must be used – no text messages or pictures (e.g. No drawings of the layout of Stirling Bridge or Bannockburn). In addition, Codes or abbreviations must not be used. You will be penalised for using any of the wrong formats e.g. marks will be deducted.

  Don’t make the mistakes of others! 

· In the Extended Response many candidates did not use the 150 word entitlement for their plan. Others wrote very short essays which were little more than the plan. A single page answer is not likely to achieve a pass. 

· Poor essay titles led to essays which were mainly narrative (telling the story of something instead of analysing it) and this meant candidates limited themselves to a C pass at best. Examples of poor titles are: “How Blacks Won Their Rights” and “What was the Montgomery Bus Boycott?” 

· Other questions were too complicated. Multiple questions within one title ought to be avoided. 

· In poorer essays the conclusion was little more than a repetition of the introduction and did not use the evidence in the development.
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