Some Higher History Revision Help
This help sheet should compliment all the things I suggested last Thursday when I went over the British topic.

General points:

1. When revising both Britain and Germany, remember there is a story there to follow, so know the story. Also, there are links that you should make, e.g. Industrialisation – Urbanisation – poverty – growth of middle/class – growth of trade unions - demands for social and political reforms – growth in democracy and social welfare. The Germany topic has the added story of how it became a unified country.

2. The exam will last 1 hour 20 minutes and in that time you will need to do one essay on the British topic and one essay on the Germany topic.

3. Therefore, revise one British essay, making sure you revise both versions, i.e. WHY did the government feel the need to bring reforms? And HOW good were the reforms in dealing with the problems of the day? Based on previous past papers, the Suffragette essay tends to be an isolated factor essay on why the government gave women the vote when they did and the Labour reform essay is usually how effective were the reforms.
4. Revise one Germany essay. They all tend to be ‘isolated factor’ questions so research all the factors and get to know what each part each factor played in the story and how important each one was in relation to the other factors.  

5. The British topic covered the growth of democracy, women gaining the vote, Liberal Reforms and Labour Reforms. 

6. The Germany topic covered the growth of German nationalism, how the unification of Germany came about, the collapse of the Weimar Republic as the Nazis rose to power and how the Nazis maintained power.
Essay points:
1. Remember in the introduction to set the scene by explaining, briefly, the context in which the essay relates to. So for example, if you were doing the collapse of the Weimar republic/rise of Nazis essay, you should explain how defeat in WW1 saw power in Germany being handed down from the Kaiser to a new, democratically run government but at a time of financial difficulties and a harsh peace treaty. Then ‘signpost your argument’ by first mentioning the factor in the essay title (let’s use ‘financial reasons’ for this example) and state that the various financial crisis had a major influence on how people voted and felt about the Weimar republic and the Nazis. But also having an influence in the effectiveness of the Weimar Republic was it’s unpopularity from extreme right and left wings groups, not to mention the problems emerging from proportional representation. Despite a period of relative normality in the late Twenties, the effect of the Great Depression saw Germans look for alternatives and were attracted to the claims of the Nazis. So what I have done here is mentioned what will appear in the line of argument in the essay without just listing them.
2. The main section of the essay should be organised and have a clear line of argument all the way through. In ‘isolated factor’ essays, deal with the factor in the essay title first, and in some depth, with a judgement on its significance at the end. Then link into and cover the other factors at each stage answering the question set by coming to some judgement on the factor’s importance/influence/significance. Quotes can help boost your grade when used effectively, i.e. used to confirm a judgement or used to show historical debate.

3. The conclusion should be an evaluation of your judgements, synthesised into an overall assessment of the factors. It is good to have the word ‘however’ in there, by that I mean sum up what you consider to be factors that play a part in the story but then state, ‘However, it would appear that the most significant factor(s) in the ………  
Remember, I will be using the new marking scheme found here: http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/09miHistoryHP1.pdf  to mark you essays, so have a look at what is required.

Good luck.

Mr Davidson

