The Extended Essay

What is the Extended Essay?

This is an SQA Exam and will count towards your final grade. As the name suggests, the Extended Essay is a longer essay. There is no word limit. You will be given 2 hours, under exam conditions, in which to write your essay, with the aid of a plan of 200 words. So the essay will be about 2000 – 3000 words long.
What you must remember is, you write your own question, you carry out research over several weeks and create a plan to help you remember information and organise your answer. Your essay will then be sent off to be marked (usually in April).

Purpose

· To let you study a topic of interest in more detail.

· To give you the opportunity to demonstrate your best work. You will have 2 hours in which to write your essay. In addition you will have a plan containing some of the information you will need.
Importance

· The Extended Essay is worth 30 marks. Paper 1 (Essays) is marked out of 40 and Paper 2 (Sources) is marked out of 30. The Extended Essay therefore makes up almost one third of your Higher mark. A good Extended Essay can improve your overall grade. In 2007 the Extended Essay was responsible for improving pupil performance by 1 Band.

· When preparing for and planning your Extended Essay, it is an opportunity for you to improve your knowledge of a particular topic and develop your essay writing skills which will help you perform well in Paper 1. An extended essay is the same in style as a Paper 1 essay, only you get to choose your question-quite an advantage!

What do I have to do?

Here is a checklist of the steps involved in planning, researching and writing an Extended Essay.

1. Pick a topic from the higher course

2. Choose or phrase your own question – this MUST be passed by your teacher.
3. Research your topic. Build up notes which will answer your 

Question.
4. Write a draft of your essay and hand it in to your teacher. A date will be given to you.
5. Write a plan of 200 words which, again, MUST be passed by your teacher.
6. Write your essay, in 2 hours under exam conditions, using your plan to help you.

Picking a topic

· You can choose to do your Extended Essay on a topic from any of the units studied in the Higher course, from either Paper 1 or from the Special Topic in Paper 2. Therefore an essay title from the Britain, Germany or Appeasement topic. 
Here are some questions you should ask yourself before picking a topic.

· Which topic(s) do I find interesting?

· Will I enjoy studying part of this topic in more detail?

· Am I confident that I fully understand this topic?

· Can I find good information on this topic?

Choosing/Phrasing a question
It is crucial that you get off to a good start by writing a
question which will allow you to debate and come to a conclusion.

First of all, you must choose or write a proper question. This may appear obvious but every year the SQA receive Extended Essay titles/’questions’ like the examples below:
· The Suffragette Movement

· Hitler’s domestic policies
Of course, these examples are not questions. Such titles would make researching and writing an essay very difficult. 

What information would you include? How would you write a 

conclusion?

You do not want to choose or write a question which would lead to a narrative answer.
The question below would lead to descriptive and narrative answer and should be avoided.

Describe Nazi rule in Germany between 1933 and 1939.

Instead this question could be rewritten in a way which would allow you to evaluate and analyse.

To what extent did Nazi rule benefit the people of Germany between 1933 and 1939?

Begin your question with the words “To what extent…….” or “How important……”  but never “Describe….”

Similarly, avoid straight forward “Why….” questions.

Such questions might lead to list of reasons and a narrative 

approach.

Again these could be rewritten so as to allow you to debate.

· Your question should:
· have a focus and should allow you to reach a conclusion.

· be as clear and as straight forward as possible.

· be one which will allow you to analyse and debate. 

The questions below are examples of isolated factor questions which ask you to compare the importance of different factors. You are required to make a judgement about the importance of the factor contained in the question. There have been many good examples of isolated factor questions in the Extended Essay.

Was the highly skilled and dangerous work done by women during the war the greatest factor in the granting of the vote to women?

To what extent was the weakness of the opposition to Hitler and the Nazis the main reason they came to power in 1933?

These questions 

· Have a clear focus

· Will lead to a conclusion

· Are clear and straight forward

· Provide the opportunity to analyse and debate

It is important that you do not choose an issue which is too ambitious or too demanding. Be realistic about the time you have to research your question (You will also have prelims to revise for). Don’t be tempted into trying to impress the marker. He or she will be more impressed if you succeed in writing a well structured and analytical essay which directly answers the (preferably straight forward) question which you have set yourself.

· Avoid double questions like these:
Can Chamberlain’s policy of appeasement be justified and if not, what was the alternative?


Why did the Nazis come to power in 1933 and why were they 
able to stay in power?

Both of the examples above contain two issues/questions. The 

Extended Essay is challenging enough. You will not do justice to two questions, even in two hours.

Researching the Extended Essay and Note Taking

Once you have an essay question it is helpful to write a draft plan showing some of the factors you propose to write about in your essay. You can then start to research these factors (During your research you may come across other factors which you might want to include in your essay).

You are expected to carry out a lot of research into your chosen question.

· First of all, think about what you already know about your topic. Gather together your notes which your teacher has already provided. Your course textbooks will have information on your question.

· Look at the bibliography at the back of your textbooks which may have a list of sources which may be useful.

· Make full use of the resources in your History Department library. Your teacher will have more detailed notes and texts on your question.

· Use your school library. The school librarian can give you advice on how to access books, journals and articles from Aberdeen University Library.

· Check to see if magazines such as Modern History Review or Hindsight have information on your issue

· You may also get information from the radio and the internet.  Be careful when using the internet since some websites can contain inaccurate information. Some of your course text books may have bibliographies which recommend some credible and useful sites.

· Try to read the views of different historians and recognise whether they agree or disagree. Lastly, try to use a variety of sources.
Note-Taking
· Your notes are to help you write up an organised, structured essay, therefore your notes must be organised. For example, If you propose to discuss 5 factors in your essay, your notes should be divided into 5 sections (Use dividers to separate your 
notes).

· When you are taking notes from a source, write down the name of the book/article, the page number and most importantly, the author. (Do this at the time in case your book has to be returned to the library).

· If you find a good source, you must not copy out whole passages of information word for word. Likewise, do not cut and paste information from the internet.* Instead select the main points which are relevant to your question or summarise, in your own words, the author’s argument or point of view.

* Plagiarism

Using someone else’s words or ideas and pretending it is your own work is a form of cheating called plagiarism. Use quotation marks around any information you are using and always acknowledge where you get the information from. Your teacher or librarian can show you how to do this.
Writing a draft
Try not to delay writing a draft of your essay. The quicker start drafting your essay the better as your teacher will be able to mark it and give you advice on how to make improvements. The last thing you want to do is to leave it until the last minute and this will just put you under pressure and you will not be able to produce your best work. A good idea is to practice writing your essay your essay in 2 hours. This will give you an idea of how much you can write.

The Plan

You are allowed a 200 word plan to help you write your essay. Your plan will also be sent to the SQA along with your essay.

What should I write in my plan?

Everyone’s plan will be different but a good plan should help you write a well structured essay. 

Your plan should

· Help you organise your information

· Help you analyse and debate

· Help you structure your essay-Introduction,  Development and Conclusion

Your plan should not

· Be a list of facts which might lead you to write a 


narrative or descriptive essay.

The advice below should help you

· Your plan should be organised. Include the factors relevant to your question, in the order you propose to discuss them.

· Include important supporting evidence so you have less to remember.

· Remind yourself of quotations or historians’ views.

· Show how you propose to introduce and conclude your essay. You could also use your plan to remind yourself of topic and linking sentences.

· It is a good idea to type your plan. It will be neat and easy to read. You can use italics, bold or colour to highlight different information such as evidence, argument, quotations or structure.

As you carry out more in depth research and once you have made a draft of your essay, you may make changes to your plan. It is important however that you prepare your plan in plenty of time.

The 200 word limit.

Check the number of words you have used. Plans containing over 200 words will be penalised. Over long plans can receive a penalty of TEN marks!  Don’t try getting round the word limit by using abbreviations or pictograms. Ensure also that there are no 

score-outs (in case the marker thinks you scored out the information after you wrote your essay). At the same time, you should also make full use of the word allowance. Do not disadvantage yourself by writing a short plan of only 100 words, for example.
Marking Instructions 

The Extended Essay is marked out of 30. The essay is designed to permit each candidate to research and produce an independent piece of work in which he/she: 
identifies clearly a suitable issue 

demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the issue, its context and related concepts 

selects, organises and presents relevant evidence from a variety of sources 

develops the line(s) of argument and substantiates these with evidence 

reaches an appropriate conclusion based on the evidence and argument presented. 
The Plan 
The essay must be accompanied by a plan of not more than 200 words. The intention of the plan is to reduce the importance of memory in the essay, thus making it a better test of the skills described above. It also stands as evidence that the essay has been produced in the correct manner as provided by the Arrangements document. Should an essay not be accompanied by a plan, or should the plan be blatantly in excess of the prescribed limit, the essay should be marked normally. Thereafter you may deduct up to 10 marks as a penalty for non-compliance with the regulations, in accordance with the advice given at the Markers’ Meeting. All such deductions should be noted on the fly sheet, and the script then referred to the Principal Assessor in case any further investigation proves to be necessary. It should, however, be noted that there is no need to count the words in every plan which looks slightly long. 

Of the 30 marks awarded for the Extended Essay:

12 are awarded for Knowledge and Understanding, 

12 for Argument and Evaluation and 

6 for Structure.

	D
	C
	B
	A
	A+
	A++

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1-2
	3-4
	5-6
	7-8
	9-10
	11-12


Markers will complete a grid like the one below.

Introduction/Conclusion [S]

Argument [A]


Knowledge [KU] (up to 12 marks, based on valid points)

For Structure [S], marks are awarded using the criteria statements for the Introduction and Conclusion. 

For Argument [A], marks are awarded using the criteria statements. There is a higher and a lower mark in each range and these should be used to reflect the degree to which the criteria are met. 

Marks for Knowledge [KU] are awarded for each recognisable and relevant point, up to a maximum of 12 marks. Points that are developed may be credited with 2 marks. 

Points made can only be credited under one heading.

Criteria Statements 

Structure (Introduction + Conclusion) 
1 mark The introduction establishes minimal context or line of argument or factors to develop. 

A conclusion is linked to the topic. It may be implicit. 

2 marks The introduction establishes context or line of argument or factors to develop. 

The conclusion is a summary linked to the topic. 

3 marks The introduction establishes context and either line of argument or factors to be developed. 

The conclusion is an explicit summary linked to the chosen issue. 

4 marks The introduction establishes the context, demonstrates a line of argument and indicates relevant factors to be developed. 

The conclusion is clearly based on the evidence presented and directly relates to the chosen issue. 

5 marks The introduction clearly establishes the context, demonstrates a solid line of argument and indicates relevant factors to be developed. 

The conclusion is directly related to the chosen issue and clearly based on the arguments and evidence presented. 

6 marks The introduction is substantial and clearly sets the issue in its wider context, establishes a coherent line of argument and takes into account a range of relevant factors to be developed. 

The conclusion is clear and balanced, summarising the arguments, and coming to an overall judgement directly related to the chosen issue. 

Argument/Evaluation 
1-2 marks The style is narrative and descriptive in approach. Comment, though relevant to the topic, will fail to address the chosen issue. 

3-4 marks Some comment is used that recognises the overall chosen issue eg after a narrative about Robert the Bruce: ‘this shows that Bruce was important in Scotland gaining independence’ 

5-6 marks Some comments are made that recognise the issue being addressed in the question. This may have elements of 3-4, but will be more consistent throughout the essay. 

7-8 marks There is analytical comment appearing in paragraphs that relates to the issue eg after a paragraph about Bruce’s military ability: ‘this meant that Bruce’s armies were better able to defeat the English or avoid them altogether.’ 

9-10 marks There is consistent analytical comment throughout the paragraphs in the essay eg ‘this shows that Bruce had a good understanding of the fact that it was important to keep Scottish castles out of English hands at all costs’ OR ‘This shows that, unlike Wallace, Bruce was able to keep his schiltrons mobile which contributed to the eventual military victory.’ 

11-12 marks The evidence is integrated into a developed, fluent and sustained analysis. The analysis is supported by the evidence rather than comment being made on the evidence given. There is more awareness of the debate surrounding historical issues at this level eg ‘even though Bruce was considered to be a good military commander, he mostly faced weaker and less organised English forces’ OR ‘even Bruce’s great victory at Bannockburn can be argued as being an English loss rather than a Scottish triumph’. 
