The Extended Essay

What is the Extended Essay?

This is an SQA Exam and will count towards your final grade. As the name suggests, the Extended Essay is a longer essay. There is no word limit. You will be given 2 hours, under exam conditions, in which to write your essay, with the aid of a plan of 200 words. So the essay will be about 2000 – 3000 words long.
What you must remember is, you write your own question, you carry out research over several weeks and create a plan to help you remember information and organise your answer. Your essay will then be sent off to be marked (usually in April).

Purpose

· To let you study a topic of interest in more detail.

· To give you the opportunity to demonstrate your best work. You will have 2 hours in which to write your essay. In addition you will have a plan containing some of the information you will need.
Importance

· The Extended Essay is worth 30 marks. Paper 1 (Essays) is marked out of 40 and Paper 2 (Sources) is marked out of 30. The Extended Essay therefore makes up almost one third of your Higher mark. A good Extended Essay can improve your overall grade. In 2007 the Extended Essay was responsible for improving pupil performance by 1 Band.

· When preparing for and planning your Extended Essay, it is an opportunity for you to improve your knowledge of a particular topic and develop your essay writing skills which will help you perform well in Paper 1. An extended essay is the same in style as a Paper 1 essay, only you get to choose your question-quite an advantage!

What do I have to do?

Here is a checklist of the steps involved in planning, researching and writing an Extended Essay.

1. Pick a topic from the higher course

2. Choose or phrase your own question – this MUST be passed by your teacher.
3. Research your topic. Build up notes which will answer your 

Question.
4. Write a draft of your essay and hand it in to your teacher. A date will be given to you.
5. Write a plan of 200 words which, again, MUST be passed by your teacher.
6. Write your essay, in 2 hours under exam conditions, using your plan to help you.

Picking a topic

· You can choose to do your Extended Essay on a topic from any of the units studied in the Higher course, from either Paper 1 or from the Special Topic in Paper 2. Therefore an essay title from the Britain, Germany or Appeasement topic. 
Here are some questions you should ask yourself before picking a topic.

· Which topic(s) do I find interesting?

· Will I enjoy studying part of this topic in more detail?

· Am I confident that I fully understand this topic?

· Can I find good information on this topic?

Choosing/Phrasing a question
It is crucial that you get off to a good start by writing a
question which will allow you to debate and come to a conclusion.

First of all, you must choose or write a proper question. This may appear obvious but every year the SQA receive Extended Essay titles/’questions’ like the examples below:
· The Suffragette Movement

· Hitler’s domestic policies
Of course, these examples are not questions. Such titles would make researching and writing an essay very difficult. 

What information would you include? How would you write a 

conclusion?

You do not want to choose or write a question which would lead to a narrative answer.
The question below would lead to descriptive and narrative answer and should be avoided.

Describe Nazi rule in Germany between 1933 and 1939.

Instead this question could be rewritten in a way which would allow you to evaluate and analyse.

To what extent did Nazi rule benefit the people of Germany between 1933 and 1939?

Begin your question with the words “To what extent…….” or “How important……”  but never “Describe….”

Similarly, avoid straight forward “Why….” questions.

Such questions might lead to list of reasons and a narrative 

approach.

Again these could be rewritten so as to allow you to debate.

· Your question should:
· have a focus and should allow you to reach a conclusion.

· be as clear and as straight forward as possible.

· be one which will allow you to analyse and debate. 

The questions below are examples of isolated factor questions which ask you to compare the importance of different factors. You are required to make a judgement about the importance of the factor contained in the question. There have been many good examples of isolated factor questions in the Extended Essay.

Was the highly skilled and dangerous work done by women during the war the greatest factor in the granting of the vote to women?

To what extent was the weakness of the opposition to Hitler and the Nazis the main reason they came to power in 1933?

These questions 

· Have a clear focus

· Will lead to a conclusion

· Are clear and straight forward

· Provide the opportunity to analyse and debate

It is important that you do not choose an issue which is too ambitious or too demanding. Be realistic about the time you have to research your question (You will also have prelims to revise for). Don’t be tempted into trying to impress the marker. He or she will be more impressed if you succeed in writing a well structured and analytical essay which directly answers the (preferably straight forward) question which you have set yourself.

· Avoid double questions like these:
Can Chamberlain’s policy of appeasement be justified and if not, what was the alternative?


Why did the Nazis come to power in 1933 and why were they 
able to stay in power?

Both of the examples above contain two issues/questions. The 

Extended Essay is challenging enough. You will not do justice to two questions, even in two hours.

