Researching the Extended Essay and Note Taking

Once you have an essay question it is helpful to write a draft plan showing some of the factors you propose to write about in your essay. You can then start to research these factors (During your research you may come across other factors which you might want to include in your essay).

You are expected to carry out a lot of research into your chosen question.

First of all, think about what you already know about your topic. Gather together your notes which your teacher has already provided. Your course textbooks will have information on your question.

Look at the bibliography at the back of your textbooks which may have a list of sources which may be useful.

Make full use of the resources in your History Department library. Your teacher will have more detailed notes and texts on your question.

Use your school library. The school librarian can give you advice on how to access books, journals and articles from Aberdeen University Library.

Check to see if magazines such as Modern History Review or Hindsight have information on your issue

You may also get information from the radio and the internet.  Be careful when using the internet since some websites can contain inaccurate information. Some of your course text books may have bibliographies which recommend some credible and useful sites.

Try to read the views of different historians and recognise whether they agree or disagree. Lastly, try to use a variety of sources.

Note-Taking

Your notes are to help you write up an organised, structured essay, therefore your notes must be organised. For example, If you propose to discuss 5 factors in your essay, your notes should be divided into 5 sections (Use dividers to separate your 
notes).

When you are taking notes from a source, write down the name of the book/article, the page number and most importantly, the author. (Do this at the time in case your book has to be returned to the library).

If you find a good source, you must not copy out whole passages of information word for word. Likewise, do not cut and paste information from the internet.* Instead select the main points which are relevant to your question or summarise, in your own words, the author’s argument or point of view.

* Plagiarism

Using someone else’s words or ideas and pretending it is your own work is a form of cheating called plagiarism. Use quotation marks around any information you are using and always acknowledge where you get the information from. Your teacher or librarian can show you how to do this.

Writing a draft

Try not to delay writing a draft of your essay. The quicker start drafting your essay the better as your teacher will be able to mark it and give you advice on how to make improvements. The last thing you want to do is to leave it until the last minute and this will just put you under pressure and you will not be able to produce your best work. A good idea is to practice writing your essay your essay in 2 hours. This will give you an idea of how much you can write.

The Plan

You are allowed a 200 word plan to help you write your essay. Your plan will also be sent to the SQA along with your essay.

What should I write in my plan?

Everyone’s plan will be different but a good plan should help you write a well structured essay. 

Your plan should

Help you organise your information

Help you analyse and debate

Help you structure your essay-Introduction,  Development and Conclusion

Your plan should not

Be a list of facts which might lead you to write a 


narrative or descriptive essay.

The advice below should help you

Your plan should be organised. Include the factors relevant to your question, in the order you propose to discuss them.

Include important supporting evidence so you have less to remember.

Remind yourself of quotations or historians’ views.

Show how you propose to introduce and conclude your essay. You could also use your plan to remind yourself of topic and linking sentences.

It is a good idea to type your plan. It will be neat and easy to read. You can use italics, bold or colour to highlight different information such as evidence, argument, quotations or structure.

As you carry out more in depth research and once you have made a draft of your essay, you may make changes to your plan. It is important however that you prepare your plan in plenty of time.

The 200 word limit.

Check the number of words you have used. Plans containing over 200 words will be penalised. Over long plans can receive a penalty of TEN marks!  Don’t try getting round the word limit by using abbreviations or pictograms. Ensure also that there are no 

score-outs (in case the marker thinks you scored out the information after you wrote your essay). At the same time, you should also make full use of the word allowance. Do not disadvantage yourself by writing a short plan of only 100 words, for example.

