The Peculiar Institution
Slavery in the antebellum South - Historian’s views for your records
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Southerners attacked the Northern Industrialized society-


“Beware of the ‘endeavour to imitate…Northern civilization’ with its ‘filthy, crowded licentious factories’, warned a planter in 1854.


Battle Cry of Freedom, James M. McPherson, Penguin 1988, p. 97








Modern Historian’s view on slavery-


“Slave owners forbade legal marriage between blacks so that they could sell their slaves without breaking a marriage bond…”


America’s History Vol 1 (to 1877). Henretta, James; Brownlee, W. Elliot; Brady, David; Ware, Susan; Johnson, Marilyn. 


Worth, 3rd Edition, NY 1997, 


p.252





Southern defence of their culture and economy-


“By releasing whites from menial tasks it (slavery) elevated white labour and protected it from degrading competition with free negroes…”


Battle Cry of Freedom, James M. McPherson, Penguin 1988, p. 56





On southern views of the slave-


“Because the black was essentially a child, he had to be protected both from himself and from others, and the master’s role was essentially paternal.”


The Debate on the American Civil War, Hugh Tulloch


Manchester 1999


p. 35





Tulloch’s interpretation of  Ulrich Bonner Phillips’(b. 1877) view-


Slave owners of the ante- bellum South were, in Phillips’ view “ ‘talented’, ‘benevolent’, ‘well bred’, ‘ruled by a sense of dignity, duty and moderation’…”


The Debate on the American Civil War, Hugh Tulloch


Manchester 1999


p. 36


Analysis - Tulloch demolishes this view


“With the ending of slavery, the blacks were universally determined, above everything, never to return to the plantation system…”


The Debate on the American Civil War, Hugh Tulloch


Manchester 1999


p. 37














?-


“Skilled slaves could expect to earn at a rate that most free workers envied…”


Pg. 270


(incomplete reference)





?- 


“Slaves were as quick as their owners to see profit”


Many Thousands Gone, the first two centuries of slavery in North America; Ira Berlin


p. 269


(incomplete reference)





Modern Historian’s view on slavery-


“The inhuman, brutal reality at the core of slavery was that slaves, in the eyes of the law, were “chattel”…”


America’s History Vol 1 (to 1877). Henretta, James; Brownlee, W. Elliot; Brady, David; Ware, Susan; Johnson, Marilyn. 


Worth, 3rd Edition, NY 1997 


p. 308








On slaves’ treatment-


“Small farmers, as well as large planters, often relied upon corporal punishment as their chief method of enforcing discipline.”


The Peculiar Institution- Slavery in the antebellum South; Kenneth M. Stampp, Vintage, 1989, p. 177





A Yankee opponent of slavery-


“Enslave a man, declared Horace Greeley, “and you destroy his ambition, his enterprise, his capacity…””


 Battle Cry of Freedom, James M. McPherson, Penguin 1988, p. 96











The importance of the Southern economy-





“The yield of raw cotton doubled each decade after 1800…Southern staples provided three-fifths of all American exports, earning foreign exchange that played an important part in American economic growth.”


Battle Cry of Freedom, James M. McPherson, Penguin 1988, p. 39








Slave Power Conspiracy? –


Southern sponsored “filibusters” in central America


“to plant American Liberty with southern institutions upon every inch of American soil.”


Battle Cry of Freedom, James M. McPherson, Penguin 1988, p. 116





Expeditions to Baja (Walker)  1853


Nicaragua (led by Walker) 1855 and 1857


Ambitions for Cuba (abortively led by Quitman)











Marxist critic Eric Hobsbawm’s view…


The South “was a virtual semi-colony of the British…”


The Age of Capitalism 1848-1875,


Abacus, 2004


p. 171


… therefore this is a danger to the security of the US nationally and Northern Industry.





Southern economy –


“Cotton ensured that white Southern Society was fluid, mobile and enterprising…”


The Origins of the American Civil War 1846-1861


Alan Farmer


Hodder and Stoughton 1996


p. 18





Exercise;





First, organize and number these quotes into an order of relevance/importance- 1 being most important.


Now decide how you would use these references- will you quote directly or use them to inform your argument?


Now, note down what you can gather/extrapolate from each quote/source- how would this fit into an overall argument or structure?








