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Foreword

The volume and the range of published material on the American Civil War is vast and increases as each year passes.  The bibliography that follows is not intended to be a complete list but merely a sample of the texts and other resources which have proved valuable to teachers and students in recent times. The bibliography is organised in these sections:

•
General works;

•
The causes of the Civil War and slavery;

•
Secession and the war;

•
Memoirs and biographies;

•
Other resources;

•
Further works.
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section 1

Brogan, Hugh, The Longman History of the United States, Harlow: Longman 1985 (revised edition 1999)

Chapters 14 and 15 give an excellent introductory overview of the causes of the American Civil War, the war itself and its effects.  Chapter 14 is especially useful as an introduction to the role of slavery in the sectional tension that led ultimately to secession and war.  Brogan’s chapter on the war itself provides a solid basis for further study though he makes no secret of his views of the causes of the war by calling this chapter ‘The War About Slavery 1861–5’.   Brogan does not go into immense detail, but his analysis provides a fine introduction to historiographical debates and especially to the role of slavery. He does so in a style and at a level that sets an appropriate standard for students.  It is, of course, something of a luxury to have this volume in the class library just for two chapters, but if you can afford the luxury, the book is highly recommended (and it is very useful for other aspects of American history).  Most good public libraries have a copy. 

Commager, Henry Steele (ed), An Illustrated History of the American Civil War, London: Orbis 1979

Apparently out of print, this excellent, extremely readable book, edited by Commager, consists of a series of lengthy ‘essays’ by distinguished historians (e.g. Foner) on a range of key themes relating to the whole period.  As the title suggests, the book is attractively illustrated and also contains a wide range of other important primary sources. Because it is a collection of essays it is a useful starting point for many historical research projects and many of the sections deal well with historiographical debates, e.g. on the ‘economics’ of slavery.  Used in conjunction with more modern texts (e.g. those by McPherson), Commager’s book can be used to allow students to see and understand the dynamics of historical scholarship.  Most good libraries will carry a copy. 

Kirchberger, Joe H, Eyewitness History of the Civil War, New York: Facts On File Inc. 1995

This inexpensive soft back book is a worthwhile purchase despite its ‘unevenness’.  The book looks at the period from the Missouri Compromise of 1820 to the end of the Civil War in 1865.  However, only one of its eight chapters deals with events prior to 1860.  Each chapter follows the same structure.  There is a narrative section (which can vary from being very insightful, with historiographical analysis, to being overly simplistic for Advanced Higher students).  This is followed by a very detailed chronicle of events, but the real strength of the book lies in the ‘eyewitness testimony’ which concludes each chapter.  This section 

contains extracts from letters, diaries, speeches and newspapers across the sectional divide.  Not only are these of potential value to students doing research, they provide a host of sources to allow teachers to provide almost unlimited practice in source handling.   The problem for both teachers and students is that with the exception of chronology, the sources are not arranged in any clear groupings so that the search for appropriate sources can be time consuming.  At around £5.00 for 400 pages, it is probably worth the inconvenience.  If you have difficulty acquiring this book, phone Borders or Waterstone’s who sometimes carry multiple copies.

McPherson, James, Battle Cry of Freedom, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books 1990

An absolute ‘must’ for teachers and students.  A worthy successor to the earlier works of Peter Parish – which are still very much worth consulting – McPherson’s text is rightly viewed as currently the best single volume on the whole period.  Do not, however, be taken in by the phrase, ‘single volume’ because at close on 900 pages it is a highly detailed and very scholarly work.  In addition to his obvious expertise and fine writing, two other attributes of McPherson’s text are its quite excellent index and its superb ‘bibliographic note’.  Both are invaluable tools for students engaged in research.  The book is rich in its use of primary sources, though students need to be made aware that such is McPherson’s mastery of his material that he often ‘interrupts’ a primary source with his own comments or analysis and this can take some getting used to.  Battle Cry of Freedom is not only of value as a general text, it is an excellent starting point for dissertations and for historiographical work.  With regard to the latter, McPherson handles all of the major historiographical debates and issues with great clarity and skill.  In the first section of the book, students engaged on research on the role and impact of slavery will find their starting points.  In the second part McPherson puts forward his own analysis of ‘why the South lost’ after commenting on the views of other historians.  Although recommended for student use, experience has taught that some students at first find it a ‘difficult read’ and take some time to get comfortable with the book. However, experience also teaches that on the day of the examination, the last check made by students is to re-read the Epilogue, ‘To the Shoals of Victory’.

McPherson, James, Drawn by the Sword, Oxford: OUP, Oxford Paperbacks (1998 edition)

A wee gem of a book.  It is a brief (250 pages) collection of fifteen articles and essays by McPherson on what he regards as the most important ‘themes’ of the era.  The book is divided into five sections, the first four of which deal with the origins of the war; the impact of the war on US society; why the North won, and finally Lincoln.  The fifth section is a paper that seeks to reconcile ‘populist’ approaches to the history of the 

war with the scholarly and, strangely enough, features further on in this bibliography.  However, the first four sections contain articles in which McPherson closely analyses the key historiographical debates and these would be essential reading for many students engaged in historical research. Though there are numerous sources used in the book, McPherson makes much less use of sources in this book than he does in Battle Cry of Freedom.

Tulloch, Hugh, The Debate on the American Civil War, Manchester: Manchester University Press 1999

This is an important recent publication which deals with the historiography of the Civil War period.  It is written on two levels; one dealing with the events from slavery through to Reconstruction, the other considering the historiography of these issues.  A reasonably priced volume which summarises the main historical debates of the Civil War period, this book would be a useful purchase for departments.

Section 2

The causes of the Civil War

Farmer, Alan, The Origins of the American Civil War 1846–1861, London: Hodder & Stoughton 1996

This is the first book in a series of three by the same author and it is highly recommended as a basic text for students.  It is brief (150 pages) and not intended to be a major scholarly work but it is very well written, well organised and very readable.  Although there are some primary sources included and some source-based tasks, the real value of the text lies in its very clear explanations contained in very manageable sections.  Many of the tasks set in the HSDU CD-ROM are based on this book.  Farmer introduces all the main historiographical questions associated with this part of the course and includes the work of James McPherson in his up-to-date summaries of views.  Each chapter ends with a very neat and useful ‘organiser’ of information – though the questions set and their mark allocations are often not appropriate for Advanced Higher.  Generally, students find this book to be a very helpful and accessible introduction to more detailed texts and a useful guide to further historical research.

Foner, Eric, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men, New York: OUP 1970 (there is a 1995 edition)

Another text regarded as a classic. Very useful as a reference work for both students and teachers.  Described by McPherson in Battle Cry of Freedom as ‘The best introduction to the free labor ideology of the Republican Party’.   This book, which is sometimes difficult to obtain, deals very well with the beliefs and support groups of the complex coalition that gathered within the Republican Party in the mid 1850s.  It is very detailed but Foner’s views would form an essential element in dissertations dealing with the development in the North of opposition to the western expansion of slavery.

Potter, David, The Impending Crisis, New York: Harper & Row 1976

Generally regarded as a classic, this mainly (but not totally) political history is very well written, well researched (using a wealth of primary sources) and very readable.  It would be of great value in the class library for all students who were involved in historical research such as the rise of the Republican Party, the Lincoln /Douglas debates, the Know-Nothings, etc. It is a scarce book at the moment with bol.com (an internet book search site) indicating that it is currently out of print. Potter is also very strong on the many political figures who feature in the ante-bellum period.  This text concludes with very clear and appealing views on the sectional crisis that led to secession.

Slavery

It is in a sense artificial to separate Slavery from the section, Causes of the War.  It is done here from the point of view of highlighting the importance of slavery both in terms of being a potential area for historical research for students and of being the subject of continuous, intense debate among historians.  A suggestion for dealing with some of the key aspects of the historiography of slavery would be to take students from Chapters 3 and 9 of Farmer’s book (see page 4) to Chapters 3 and 4 of Battle Cry of Freedom (see page 2) and thence, for more detailed research, to the volumes below.  

Fogel, R W, and Engerman, S, Time on the Cross, New York: W W Norton 1995 

Originally published in the 1970s, the authors applied statistical methods to their analysis of slavery in the ante-bellum South – in particular to their analysis of the ‘profitability’ of slavery.  This is an extremely comprehensive book and not always easily accessible for students.  It is, however, an important point of reference and one which aroused some controversy (e.g. there was a point by point rebuttal by David Paul and others in the book, Reckoning with Slavery).  The authors put forward what appeared to be an impressively analysed and statistically supported case that slavery was not the stagnant, unprofitable system so often previously portrayed.  The controversy really followed their claims that slavery was, according to their research, a more benign institution with some positive redeeming features than had been previously described, especially by some Northern writers.

Genovese, Eugene, Roll Jordan Roll, London: Deutsch 1975

Subtitled, The World the Slaves Made, this text is regarded as another classic and is an important work of reference.  Sadly, it too is out of print though most good historical libraries will have a copy.  Genovese’s book was published at the same time as Time on the Cross but approaches slavery from a totally different perspective. Genovese in this book looks at slavery more as a social system and examines the nature of ‘control’ by masters and how slaves reacted to this and attempted to exert controls of their own over their masters. He attempts to analyse and define the exact nature of the relationship between master and slave and is very useful in terms of giving students a wider view of the complexities of the peculiar institution.  In a separate book, The Political Economy of Slavery, which was written earlier, Genovese also counters the argument that slavery in the South on the eve of secession was a profitable and viable economic system.

Kolchin, Peter, American Slavery, 1619–1877, Harmondsworth: Penguin 1995

Recommended as a brief (300 pages) and inexpensive text, this gives an account of the history of American slavery, has an impressive bibliographic section and provides a clear and reasonably up-to-date summary of the historiographical debates. The bibliography also provides a good starting point for historical research into slave testimony, slave perceptions, etc. 

See also various works by John Blassingame, e.g. The Slave Community: Plantation Life in the Ante-Bellum South, OUP 1980.
McPherson, James, The Struggle for Equality, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press 1964 (new edition 1995)

An early work by McPherson which is sometimes scarce, it deals in the author’s clear and analytical style with the history of Abolition, Abolitionists and the Emancipation Proclamation.  The heart of the book deals with the Emancipation Proclamation.  This source is highly recommended for use in note taking and in research.  

See also by the same author, The Abolitionist Legacy, Princeton UP 1995.
Stampp, Kenneth, The Peculiar Institution, New York: Random House 1964

Although 44 years old (it was first published in 1956) and not always easy to get hold of, this book has stood the test of time as a very well written, comprehensive and scholarly account of the institution of slavery.  It is of great value as a work of reference and would be essential reading for those students doing research on the ante-bellum South.  Although Stampp’s views on slavery aroused some opposition from historians who took a somewhat less benign view of the peculiar institution than he did, his book was regarded as more acceptable and more traditional than Time on the Cross (see page 5).

Section 3

Berlin; Reidy and Rowland, Freedom’s Soldiers, The Black Military Experience in the Civil War, Cambridge: CUP 1998

This book and that by Edwin Redkey (page 9) represent a rapidly expanding body of work relating to the experience of sections of the African American population during the Civil War.  This has been a popular area for historical research for students in recent years.  These two texts offer commentaries and a rich variety of source materials and would be very useful additions to the class library.

Berringer; Hattaway; Jones and Still, Why the South Lost the Civil War, Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press 1992

This is a very useful companion to the work by Emory (see page 8).  The four historians examine most of the past and offer explanations to account for the defeat of the South.  In turn they look at States’ Rights, the ‘big battalions’ arguments, the effects of the Union blockade, etc.  In addition they offer a contrast to Emory’s approach by suggesting that the South lacked the will to win, was not as united as the North and that Southern nationalism was, in the end, a weakened force. They do not, however, go into the notion of Southern nationhood to quite the same extent as Emory.

Catton, Bruce, The Civil War, Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin 1990 (first published 1960)

At this point it is worth referring to a number of other titles by Bruce Catton.  He is one of America’s most popular and prolific writers on the Civil War and apart from this volume, he is now perhaps best known for the Army of the Potomac trilogy (Mr Lincoln’s Army, Glory Road and A Stillness at Appomattox) and for This Hallowed Ground.  Catton does not often attempt to engage in academic or scholarly debate.  He deals with the war and, although his narratives often focus more closely on the Union forces than on the Confederates, his accounts are characterised by clear explanations, vivid descriptions and warm portrayals of the human faces of the fighting – the ordinary soldiers as well as the more famous generals.  His books are meticulously researched and aimed at an audience wider than professional historians and their students.  The place occupied by so-called ‘amateur’ historians such as Catton and Shelby Foote (see page 8) and the status to be accorded to their work are currently the subjects of fierce debate among American historians. (See Drawn by the Sword by James McPherson, p238.)  If you think that it is important that your students read and learn about what happened in the Civil War, as distinct from, or in addition to, its causes, effects and the subsequent debates about these things, then Catton and Foote are both eminently readable.

Commager, Henry Steele, The Blue and the Gray, New York: Mentor Edition 1973

This is a two-volume set of sources about the war and the people involved (including some politicians).  Volume 1 deals with Fort Sumter to Chancellorsville, whilst Volume 2 contains sources relating to events between Gettysburg and Appomattox.

Each of the sources – some of which are lengthy – is accompanied by a commentary or introduction and the whole volume serves as a very useful reference indeed for both teachers and students.

Emory, Thomas, The Confederate Nation 1861–1865, New York: Harper & Row 1979

In total contrast to the Shelby Foote book (see below), this is a very academic and scholarly work – but also extremely well written.  It is part of a series called The New American Nation, edited by Henry Steele Commager and Richard B Morris (which also included The Impending Crisis by David Potter; like that volume, this one is difficult to obtain in this country at the moment).  Emory’s book is totally immersed in aspects of the historiographical debates about the war.  In attempting an answer to the question, ‘Why Did The South Lose?’, Emory has examined many of the previous responses provided by historians.  His own analysis focuses very much on the concept of ‘Southern nationalism’ and the text is a very valuable work of reference for teachers and students.  As a matter of interest, Emory’s book also contains one of the most comprehensive Bibliography chapters you will ever come across in a single volume – it runs to some 50 pages or nearly one sixth of the entire text!  If you have difficulty getting hold of this book then try Berringer et al’s Why the South Lost the Civil War (page 7).
Farmer, Alan, The American Civil War 1861–1865, London: Hodder & Stoughton 1996

This is the second in a series of three books by the same author and as a basic text for student use, it is as warmly recommended as his first book (see The Origins of the American Civil War 1846–1861 on page 4).  It has all the same advantages and defects as noted above and, as with his first volume, many of the tasks in the HSDU CD-ROM are based upon this book.

Foote, Shelby, The Civil War: A Narrative, London: Random House UK, new Pimlico edition 1994 

This is a mammoth three-volume narrative of the fighting, told with a closer focus on the Confederate viewpoint than is to be found in most of Bruce Catton’s work.  Foote’s work has all the merits and all the defects of Catton’s.  Both share a love of the intimate anecdote, a concern for the plight of ordinary people and a capacity to write lively and always interesting narrative accounts of the fighting.  Both display in-depth 

knowledge of events and the people who shaped them.  Neither seeks to become involved in many of the historiographical debates that you will find in more academic works – though they both express (often contrasting) viewpoints.  It is a matter of judgement whether teachers find such works of value.  If the opinion of this writer, who has taught American history for 30 years is any help, then I can only recommend that you persuade your Headteacher or your Librarian to buy them and read them – in secret if necessary! 

McPherson, James, For Cause and Comrades, Oxford: OUP 1998

A very interesting book indeed.  It is written with the author’s customary verve and authority and sets out to analyse (and in some cases, re-analyse) letters by officers and soldiers on both sides.   Part of McPherson’s intention is to update conclusions reached by Bell Wiley in his earlier works The Life of Billy Yank (1998 edition by Louisiana State University Press) and the companion volume, Life of Johnny Reb. This relatively brief and inexpensive book would be useful for students at two levels.  Firstly it provides access to a wide variety of sources relating to soldiers’ experiences in the war, and secondly it illustrates how historians are able to re-examine the same evidence but reach sometimes very different conclusions.  

Redkey, Edwin, Grand Army of Black Men, Letters from African-American Soldiers in the Union Army, Cambridge: CUP 1992

See annotation under Berlin, Reidy and Rowland (page 7).

Van Woodward C, Mary Chestnut’s Civil War, New Haven, CT: Yale University Press 1981

Another classic text of the period and warmly recommended as an addition to the class library.  Woodward, one of the leading Civil War historians of his era, uses the diaries of Mary Chestnut to focus on the lives of sections of the Confederate civilian population and their reactions to events as the war progressed.  Chestnut is the wife of a Southern Planter/politician and is close to the seat of power in Richmond.  Her diaries are very vivid portraits of how life in the South changed as the war progressed and as Confederate fortunes altered.  They contain sharp, highly insightful but also, naturally, deeply prejudiced observations and conclusions on people and events, from her perspective.  The book is valuable to students and teachers on a number of levels not the least being the provision of high-quality source material for students upon which they can practise and enhance their skills.

Section 4

Memoirs, military histories and biographies of military figures abound.  A great many of them have more to do with the ego and reputation of their authors or subjects, and their desire to justify their actions and criticise the actions of others, than they have with merely giving an account and explanation of events.  Many go into enormous detail and some are very entertaining to read.  Only relatively few, however, are necessary additions to your stock.  The books below represent those that have proved useful and well used by students over the years.

Borritt, G S, Lincoln’s Generals, New York: OUP 1994

This is a useful reference book dealing critically with five of the prominent Union generals, McClellan, Hooker, Meade, Sherman and Grant.  Although the author could easily have added another three or four prominent Union generals, the choice in each case is interesting and not just from a military point of view.   Borritt sheds light on their relationship with Lincoln and provides a portrait of Lincoln as wartime leader over a period of time.  There are interesting possibilities for research in this area as there are in Davis’ relationships with his generals and his capacity as a wartime leader. 

Davis, William C, Jefferson Davis: The Man and His Hour, 1990

Regarded as a very good, even-handed account that makes excellent use of a wide range of primary sources.  Davis successfully produces a portrait of a very human President with strengths as well as weaknesses.  Jefferson Davis’ leadership skills are analysed in depth and explanations are offered of many aspects of his style that have previously attracted much criticism.  Above all, the author illustrates Davis’ devotion to the Southern cause and highlights the many difficulties he faced in creating and maintaining Southern unity.

Other biographies of Davis include: Jefferson Davis by C Eaton (Simon & Schuster 1979); Jefferson Davis by H Strode (Da Capo Press 1995); Jefferson Davis and His Generals by S Woodworth (Univ. Press of Kansas 1992).

Dodd, William, Jefferson Davis, Lincoln, NB: University of Nebraska Press 1997

Over the years, biographers of Jefferson Davis have faced the task of presenting a balanced picture of the Southern leader who was not universally admired even in the South and whose relationships with most of his subordinates were usually quite strained. In addition, comparisons between the leadership qualities of Davis and Lincoln not only traditionally show Davis in a relatively poor light but have been used by some historians as an explanatory factor in the defeat of the South.  Dodd’s book, first published in 1907, is an honourable attempt to portray Davis in a balanced way. 

Donald, D H, Lincoln, London: Pimlico 1995

As is the case with Robert E Lee, books about Abraham Lincoln exist in abundance. David Donald’s biography is among the best of the more recent biographies.  It is very well written, easily accessible for students and comes with an impressive list of primary sources.  Whilst Donald treats Lincoln with the respect he deserves, his portrayal is by no means an exercise in hero worship.  Donald describes the upbringing and early years succinctly and presents a candid picture of a hesitant and unsure Lincoln in his first days in the White House.  The extent to which Lincoln contributed to the secession crisis is analysed and the book moves on to cover the performance of Lincoln as a wartime leader. 

Also recommended is The Presidency of Abraham Lincoln by Philip Paludan (University Press of Kansas 1994). This is another excellent book and a winner of the Lincoln Prize.  It is part of a series examining various presidential terms and consequently starts rather abruptly with Lincoln’s election in 1860.  Fewer than 20 pages are devoted to the momentous years and events prior to 1860 and, with that in mind, the book’s greatest value lies in its coverage of the actual events of 1861–5 and how Lincoln managed the affairs of the country during those years.  In particular, the book, which is largely a political history, is very useful in explaining and analysing the relationship between Lincoln and Congress, the Emancipation debate and the move towards Reconstruction.

By way of a contrast in style, content and purpose is Lincoln, An Illustrated Biography by Philip Kunhardt et al, published by Portland House (1992).  This massive but very reasonably priced book is lavishly illustrated and, though it contains a Foreword by David Donald, the remainder of the text does not attempt to be a critical biography.  The book is mainly intended to be the vehicle for display of an extensive photographic record of Lincoln’s life, but the plates are interspersed with an extensive array of primary written sources relating to the President and the accompanying text is informative and very well written.  Text and photographs are arranged chronologically.  Between each section there are inserts called ‘Lincoln and the War’ and ‘Lincoln and Slavery’ and these too are accompanied by excellent sources.  

Emory, Thomas M, Robert E Lee, New York: W W Norton 1995

Robert E Lee is virtually a cottage industry.  Biographies of him appear at regular intervals and their quality tends to be variable. Emory’s treatment of Lee is rightly ranked among the more memorable.  It is difficult to avoid having some sympathy for biographers of Robert E Lee.  Compared to Grant, who was accused of being a bloodthirsty toper and Sherman who was accused of being an unstable military tyrant and arsonist, there are, with the exception of his father, precious few skeletons in Lee’s cupboard. 

In addition, Lee was and is a considerable Southern hero and regarded there and elsewhere as a military genius. To write a critical biography of such a man is not easy.  Emory achieves this by painstakingly explaining, analysing and dissecting the ‘myth’ of ‘Bobby Lee’.  Lee’s failures are highlighted and there is a wealth of primary sources, Union as well as Confederate, to support his conclusions and to assist students.  Inevitably, even when Emory has finished his critical analysis, we are left with a generally sympathetic portrayal – but even allowing for the natural sympathies of the author, it is difficult to see how this could be otherwise. Lee’s leadership is an important ingredient in the war and this book will serve teachers and students well.

Grant, U S, Personal Memoirs of U S Grant, New York: Dover Edition 1995

This is the completely unabridged edition of Grant’s memoirs, written in the last few weeks of his life when he knew that he was suffering from terminal cancer.  It reads as it was written – in a rush, but it is all the better for that.  At times, the accounts of the various military campaigns, the details of which were mainly researched by his sons, are dense.  The value of the text lies in the fact that with death imminent, the most famous Union soldier of them all was prepared to share his views of the war – its causes, events, failures, successes, personalities – with remarkable candour.  The sections towards the end of the book that deal with 1864 and the failure of most elements of his ‘master plan’, are especially and refreshingly honest.  The book also contains a huge number of primary sources, including the full correspondence between himself and Robert E Lee prior to the surrender at Appomattox.  

Liddell-Hart, B H, Sherman, Soldier, Realist, American, Da Capo Edition, 1993 (first published 1929)

Liddell-Hart was a prominent military historian who could also write brilliantly.  He delves deeply into Sherman’s memoirs and other primary sources and these are liberally quoted throughout the book.  Sherman was one of the great Union figures of the war. He was a complex and highly intelligent individual whose impact and influence on Union military strategy, on Union policy towards freed slaves, on the peace terms and prospects for Reconstruction, etc. were enormous and Liddell-Hart’s book does full justice to his subject.  Inevitably the text does go into detail about Sherman’s military campaigns but always Liddell-Hart keeps sight of the ‘bigger picture’, whilst the examinations of Sherman’s relationship with Grant and with Lincoln are excellent.  The book is a very good source for students researching some key Union figures – including Sherman of course – as well as the importance to the outcome of the war of the Western theatre, the Union dilemma over freed slaves, the existence or not of ‘total war’, etc.

Section 5

Ken Burns’ television series, The Civil War (there is also a very handsome accompanying book) is widely available on video (originally through Time-Life Video).  Without doubt it is the most popular documentary series yet made on the Civil War and it is repeated at regular intervals on the History Channel.  With great skill, Burns weaves a strong mixture; there are letters, newspaper articles, etc. read by some of America’s most famous actors; evocative images, many of them photographs by Matthew Brady, and haunting music and other sound effects.  The combined impact is very powerful indeed.  The series concentrates most attention on the war itself, though the first episode is in itself a good summary of the sectionally-based conflict and the secession crisis.  Over the years I have used it, I have found it to be most effective as a means of reinforcing prior learning rather than as a means of introducing a new part of the course. It is also highly instructive in terms of illustrating how the impact of historical sources can be altered depending upon the approach taken to them.  Ken Burns is also very much part of the ‘populist’ versus ‘academic’ historian debate in America. 

A large and increasing library of videos relating to the Civil War is available on the Internet and in some large bookshops, though as far as I am aware, none of them have, as yet, made the impact of Burns’ television programmes.

Over the years a number of feature films have been made depicting aspects of the Civil War, though surprisingly few have attempted to tell the full story.  In recent times, two of the best have been Glory and Gettysburg.

The former is not only an excellent dramatic portrayal of the creation and deployment of one of the first black regiments in the Union army, it has also been deemed historically accurate by many of the extremely particular Civil War societies that exist in America.  The latter is a very long film (available on video in two parts) and, apart from the presence of some quite alarming false beards, it is an entertaining and accurate account of the battle.  Earlier films include The Red Badge of Courage, based on Steven Crane’s novel (1895) and which in turn is based loosely on the experience of Union soldiers at Chancellorsville.

Works of fiction that touch on the American Civil War are legion.  In general they would not appear in a bibliography of this nature except that one piece of fiction, Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852), played a significant part in the build-up of sectional tension.  Asking teachers to read Uncle Tom’s Cabin nowadays is possibly taking devotion to duty a step too far.  The rest of the ‘fiction list’ varies from the risible to the fine.  In terms of historiography, 

Margaret Mitchell’s book, Gone with the Wind (1936), written long after the war ended, and the Hollywood film that followed in 1939 are regarded by some people as good examples of revisionism at work.  The thought occurs that if you really dislike your class, you could set them to combine a reading of Gone with the Wind with a screening of the film, followed by comparisons with Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  Let me know how this goes!
There is a wide range of periodicals and magazines devoted to the Civil War (many of them available from Borders Bookstore in Glasgow).  Some of them tend to be an odd mixture of serious history, battle re-enactment manuals and memorabilia auctions but among those that are worth looking at are:

Civil War Times Illustrated

Blue & Gray
As you might imagine, the Civil War is well to the fore on the Internet.  There are many sights available but among the ones that have proved useful are:
Crisis at Fort Sumter
http://www./tulane.edu/~latner/CrisisMain.html

Mason-Dixon Line Civil War Home Page
http://www.civilwarhome.com/

United States Civil War
http://www.uscivilwar.com/

American Civil War Home Page
http://sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war/warweb.html
Further Works

This final section contains a brief listing of additional publications which may be of use.  In the main these are older ‘standard’ works which nonetheless may still be of value in the study of this period.

Slavery
Blassinghame, J W, The Slave Community, 1979

Collins, Bruce, White Society in the Ante-Bellum South, 1990

Parish, Peter, Slavery: History and Historians, 1997

The Civil War
Collins, Bruce, The Origins of America’s Civil War, 1981

Donald, David, Why the North Won the Civil War, 1960, 1990 edition

Gallagher, Gary, The Confederate War, 1997

Geyl, Pieter, Debates with Historians, 1962

McWhinney, Grade and Jamieson, Peter, Attack and Die, 1982

Perman, Michael, Major Problems in the Civil War and Reconstruction, 1991

Potter, D M, The South and Sectional Conflict, 1988

Pressly, Thomas J, Americans Interpret their Civil War, 1962

Redkey, Edwin (ed), A Grand Army of Black Men: Letters from African–American Soldiers in the Union Army, 1861–1865, 1993

Reid, Brian Holden, The Origins of the American Civil War, 1997

Stampp, Kenneth M, Causes of the Civil War, 1965

Wills, Gary, Lincoln at Gettysburg, 1993

Williams, T Harry, Lincoln and the Radicals, 1941
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