“Without military power, Germany would not have been unified”

How far is this true of the process of unification to 1871?

Intro 

Sketch the developments which laid the foundations of unification before the 1860’s, i.e. Prussian economic power, the Zollverein, Austria’s declining influence, and growing national feeling. Next, outline the importance military power in the process, and finally raise the other factors which were important, i.e. signpost your argument.  Might want to mention was it unification or ‘Prussification’?

Para 1

Some detail on Prussia’s military power. The Army Bill Bismarck pushed through: the two important men Von Roon and Von Moltke; some statistics or details of strength of military and how good weapons were – modern army, well equipped, well trained, disciplined and well led. Link into next paragraph.

Para 2

Go through military victories and explain part played in unification, i.e.,

· Defeat of Denmark – Austria/Prussia control German Confederation but smaller states unhappy and tensions grew. Therefore not hugely important in the ‘unification war’ but strategically important

· Defeat of Austria – creation of the North German Confederation. Southern states not exactly forming their own confederation but an important step towards unification. Prussia absorbs great areas of Northern Germany.

· Defeat of France – southern states absorbed in confederation, partly for economic reasons but also for protection. Process of unification complete.

Hence, without this modern, reformed military power, unification would have been difficult, perhaps impossible. But, without others factors such as a booming economy, a growth in nationalism, Bismarck’s diplomacy and some good pieces of luck (Hohenzollern candidature) then unification not likely to happen, at least not so quickly. Get quotes.

Para 3

Bismarck’s diplomatic positioning; Gastein, Biarritz and Napoleon III, treatment of Austria after her defeat and Ems telegram. Make an assessment of how important – Bismarck a catalyst, opportunists and a planner of unification process. 

Para 4

Economic strength important in the unification story. Needed to fund any army, transport, new technology and important to isolate Austria and get southern states to join north confederation. Discuss importance of Prussia’s economic strength due to the Zollverein.

Para 5

Growth of national feeling needed in the first place. Kleindeutschland; most Liberals now see hope for growth of national feeling and unification resting with Bismarck and his ‘blood and iron’.

Conclusion

Unification very difficult without military power and would have taken much larger to happen, if at all. Summarise key points. 

However, ‘coal and iron’ just as important , ie booming economy, industrial growth  and communication network very important. There had to be a national feeling in the first place and  Bismarck’s political diplomacy and luck were highly influential. So it can be seen that unification would have taken much longer to happen had all of these not been in place.

Remember to tackle the essay question at regular intervals and to include quotes.

