Wallace, Bruce and the Wars of Independence 1286-1328
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         Wallace going into Battle
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SCOTLAND In the 13th Century

Population

· 500,000; mostly in rural areas

· stayed in same area whole life

· grew oats, bere (form of barley) and kail (cabbage) 

· farmed hens, pigs and cattle

· very few people were educated.

· rich people lived in burghs such as Edinburgh and Berwick as these areas were good for trading.

Who Controlled SCOTLAND?

Scotland was a feudal society. This is a system of duties, services, responsibilities and payments between different layers of society. Each person had duties to those above them and responsibilities to those below them.

An illustration of feudal society:        KING

                                                     Tenants in Chief

                                                        Knights

                                                       Peasants

· The King was in control at the top.

· The Roman Catholic Church had immense control as Scotland was a very religious country.

· The nobility controlled the peasant’s lives: where they worked, who they married, whose side they fought on in a war.

The Succession Crisis

· 18 March 1286 — King Alexander III dies during a severe storm leaving Scotland without an heir.

· 28 April 1286 - Scottish nobles meet at the Scottish Parliament at Scone. They all agreed to: a) accept the maid of Norway as Scotland’s queen.  b) elect a committee of six Guardians to govern Scotland for her. C) keep peace in Scotland.

· The Rightful Heir: Margaret, Maid of Norway, grand-daughter of King Alexander III. She was four years old and great niece to Edward I of England. The Guardians have to govern for her until she was old enough to take a husband, who would then govern for her.

An English Marriage-The Treaty of Birgham 1290

To bring the Maid of Norway to Scotland, the nobles began discussions with her father the King of Norway and her great-uncle, King Edward I of England. It was agreed that the Maid of Norway would not be promised to anyone in marriage unless King Edward had given his permission first. The Scots did not know that Edward had already asked the Pope to allow the Maid of Norway to marry his son, the Prince of Wales.

The Scots were delighted. Edward was a powerful leader who could stop any trouble breaking out in Scotland especially between the Bruce’s and the Comyn’s. They met Edward and agreed the terms of the Treaty of Birgham.

The Terms of the Treaty:

· Scotland and England shall remain separate.

· Scotland shall keep her rights, laws, freedoms and customs.

· No Parliament of Scotland shall be held outside Scotland.

· Scotland and England’s rulers shall be different and rule only their own Kingdom.

The Crisis Deepens

The Maid of Norway died on her way to Scotland in September 1290. This meant that the Scots had a crisis over the succession.

The Scots were gathering to meet the Maid when they heard the rumour she was dead.

People became afraid the Scots noblemen would begin to fight among themselves for the crown.

Bishop Fraser, the most important church leader in Scotland, wrote to Edward and asked him to come to Scotland to help prevent a war breaking out.

Edward agreed to do this and met the Scots at Norham. Edward sent his ships to Scotland’s coast to begin a blockade, brought an army with him to Norham and raised money to pay for a war.

When the Scots arrived at Norham, Edward announced that he would be “overlord” of Scotland.

When the Scots tried to avoid giving Edward an answer, he spoke to the men who wanted the throne of Scotland — Robert Bruce and John Balliol.

Edward began to increase his control over Scotland:

Bruce and Balliol both agreed to accept Edward as overlord of Scotland and to hand over the main castles until Edward had decided who would be crowned King of Scots.

· Edward also persuaded the Guardians to resign

· Edward made all the important noblemen of Scotland agree that he was overlord and promise to obey him.

The Great Cause

The great cause is the name given to the court case in which King Edward was to judge who had the strongest claim to the throne. Although there were 13 claimants, 3 main ones emerged:

                       John Balliol    Robert Bruce      John Hastings

There were two main arguments in the Great Cause:

1. Should Scotland be divided up between the descendants of the three daughters? Hastings argued yes, Balliol & Bruce argued no (only 1 claimant should be crowned)

2. Who should be named King of Scots? Hastings: descended from eldest daughter of David.   Bruce: Grandson of David.  Balliol: Great- Grandson of David.

The Award of Berwick

Edward’s decision was announced in the Award of Berwick. John Balliol was crowned at Scone on St. Andrew’s Day, 1292.  Balliol paid homage to Edward- that meant Balliol had to obey everything Edward said. King John agreed that King Edward was his overlord.

The Reign of King John, 1292-1296

What Did Edward do as Overlord of Scotland?
· Ignored the Treaty of Birgham. Claimed it was a marriage treaty and since there had been no marriage it was therefore invalid.

· Ignored Balliol and sent orders directly to nobles. Scots were very upset at this insult.

· Made Balliol join in English ceremonies with showed the power and importance of Edward. Balliol was humiliated & treated as a commoner.

· Heard appeals from the Scottish courts which went against the terms of the Treaty of Birgham.

· Became angry when Balliol exerted any authority- Balliol would back down.

· Tried to make the Scots nobles join him in a war against the French — the nobles refused.

War between England & France,1294

Why Did England and France go to War?

· Edward ruled land in Europe; King of France said it was his land.

· King of France wanted Edward to pay homage to him for the land — Edward refused.

· King of France lost his patience with Edward and tried to take the land by force — Edward fought back!

The Scots Rebellion 1295

The nobles in Scotland decided they had had enough of Edward. They began to rebel against him. However, there were many problems facing them:

· They had all agreed he was their overlord.

· King John was not willing to stand up against Edward.

· Scotland was not strong enough to fight Edward on its own.

How could these problems be solved?

· Scots asked the Pope to cancel all agreements made with King Edward. They persuaded the Pope that Edward had bullied them into agreeing with the threat of force. The Pope agreed and cancelled the agreements.

· The Scots nobles, led by Comyn, declared Balliol incompetent because he would not stand up to Edward. 12 nobles were elected to help govern Scotland. They were known as the ‘Council of Twelve’.

· Franco-Scottish Treaty (The Auld Alliance) The Scots made a treaty with the French against the English. In this Treaty, Scotland and France agreed to help each other fight Edward and neither country would make peace with him.

Edward’s Reaction to the Scots Rebellion

Edward was furious when he heard the news of the Scots rebellion. His reaction was to invade Scotland. The Scottish nobles were divided over who to support - Comyn supported Balliol; Bruce supported Edward.

Diary of the Scots attempt to break free and Edward’s invasion of Scotland

March 1296 - Scots attack Carlisle. They burn homes and slaughter animals. It is unsuccessful.

March 30th 1296 - Edward retaliates by attacking Berwick. A two day massacre ensued. Every man, woman and child was to be killed. Berwick was burned to the ground and defeated.

April 1296 - Scots attacked Northumberland. They burned churches, monasteries and schools.

April 27th 1296 - Edward attacked Dunbar. The castle had been surrounded when the Scots came to attack it. The Scots were at a disadvantage. They had less soldiers, experience and equipment. Some nobles supported Edward, while others refused to fight on either side. Result — the Scots were defeated.

The Battle of Dunbar was an important victory for Edward — it effectively ended Scottish resistance to his rule.

After the Battle of Dunbar

After the Bathe of Dunbar, Edward’s progress North was easy. Roxburgh, Jedburgh and Edinburgh castles surrendered, while Stirling castle was found abandoned. By late July 1296, Edward had reached Elgin and Scotland was under his control. On 28th August he held a Parliament and began to plan his increasing control of Scotland.

Toom Tabard — The Capture of John Balliol

On 10th July 1296, Balliol surrendered to Edward at Brechin. He was forced to resign his Kingdom and renounce his treaty with France. Edward made a ceremony of removing all the symbols and badges that showed Balliol was King. He was imprisoned in the Tower of London and his subjects nicknamed him Toom Tabard (Empty Coat).

How Edward Took Control of Scotland

· Ragman Roll - Scottish nobles had to promise to obey King Edward and put their seal on the Roll. Wallace and his family refused to put their seal on the document.

· Government - Edward took all government papers to England and appointed his own officials to govern Scotland.  Warenne (Earl of Surrey) was made “Keeper of Scotland” and Sir Hugh Cressingham was made Treasurer.

· Ceremonial Artefacts — Edward took the Stone of Destiny, the crown and the coronation robes to England.

· Prison — Balliol and other important Scots were imprisoned in England.

· Hostages — Edward took the sons of noblemen as hostages to make the nobles do as he wanted.

· Castles - Edward had control of the most important castles; Stirling, Edinburgh, Roxburgh and Jedburgh.

· Church - Edward decided only Englishmen were to be promoted in the Scottish Church.

· Trading — Edward stopped Scotland trading with Europe.

Because of all these measures, Edward believed he had crushed the Scots and had Scotland safely under his control in 1296. He was wrong. The Scots still rebelled.

Revolts in 1297 Rebellions against Edward began only a few months after he left Scotland. The first revolts were led by Scottish noblemen who did not like Edward’s men taking their jobs.

· MacDougall led a revolt in the North-West.

· Murray captured castles in Aberdeen and Inverness.

· Stewart attacked English garrisons in Ayrshire and Galloway.

WILLIAM WALLACE -THE EARLY YEARS

· From Elderslie in Renfrewshire, near Paisley

· Born about 1275-1280

· Son of a knight

Wallace hated the English because:

· His father and brother were killed at Loudon Hill in 1296

· His mother was persecuted by English and died in 1297

· He married Marion Bradfute who was killed by Heselrig in April 1297

Wallace at Lanark

In 1297, William Wallace was attacked by 200 English soldiers. To escape such overwhelming odds, Wallace and his companions fled to Wallace’s home. Marion Bradfute helped them escape. Heselrig murdered her for helping them.

Wallace sought revenge and returned to Lanark with 10 men the same night. They entered Lanark through different gates. Wallace killed Heselrig in his bedroom, then killed his son.

Nobles at Irvine

The success of the 1297 revolts encouraged some Scottish nobles to publicly support Wallace. The nobles included — William Douglas, Bishop Wishart, James Stewart and Andrew Murray.

June 1297 — Scottish nobles, including Wallace met the English army at Irvine. Seeing such overwhelming odds, instead of fighting, they immediately asked for peace.

Who Surrendered? Who Did Not? The Results

               SURRENDERED                                                  RESULT 

	William Douglas
	Imprisoned in Berwick Castle 12 Oct 1297 — sent to Tower of London 20 Jan 1299 - died

	Bishop Wishart
	imprisoned in Roxburgh Castle imprisoned in France released Oct 1300

	James Stewart
	land in Ayrshire and Galloway seized fought on the side of the English at the Battle of Stirling

	Robert Bruce
	lands in Annandale seized


DID NOT SURRENDER                        RESULTS

	Andrew Murray
	Fought alongside William Wallace at Stirling Wounded at Stirling and died March 12th 1217.

	William Wallace
	Fought with Andrew Murray at Stirling. Then appointed Guardian of Scotland in 1298.  Executed in 1305.


After the nobles surrendered at Irvine, Edward was confident the rebellion in Scotland was crushed. In July 1297, he left England and sailed to France to attack. EDWARD WAS WRONG — WILLIAM WALLACE STILL CONTINUED TO REBEL

Wallace & Ormsby

In July 1297

· William Wallace attacked William Ormsby, Edward’s chief judge in Scotland at Scone.

· Ormsby was forced to flee leaving all his possessions.

· The result was that Wallace’s fame spread and more men joined his army.

The Battle of Stirling Bridge

Edward beat the French and forced them to surrender. Meanwhile in Scotland, Edward had left Sir Hugh Cressingham in charge. Cressingham was very unpopular with the Scots In August 1297, Cressingham decides to use force on Scotland to curb the ordinary peoples’ idolisation of Wallace. This resulted in the BATTLE OF STIRLING BRIDGE.

The Lead up to THE BATTLE OF STIRLING BRIDGE

· By August 1296, Andrew Murray had gained control of the North East.

· William Wallace gained control of Fife and Perthshire

· Andrew Murray and William Wallace gained control of Dundee

· August 22 — Warenne (The Earl of Surrey) and Cressingham march the English army to Stirling

· William Wallace and Andrew Murray assemble their men on Abbey Craig and confront the English

· 5000 English troops crossed the bridge early in the morning of 11th Sept 1297 but were recalled as Surrey had overslept

· delayed the attack as English soldiers were being knighted

· delayed the attacked as James Stewart and Earl of Lennox tried to make William Wallace and Andrew Murray surrender

Who Will Win?

	
	SCOTS
	ENGLISH

	LEADERS
	William Wallace, Andrew Murray
	Hugh Cressingham, Warenne (Earl of Surrey)

	WEAPONS


	12 foot spears, swords, shields, daggers
	Swords, shields, archers, lances

	ARMOUR


	Kilts only, some

leather
	Heavy armour, helmet, breast plates, full knights armour

	NUMBER OF TROOPS
	150 cavalry

5,000 infantry
	300 cavalry

20,000 infantry

	PLACING OF TROOPS
	On top of hill — Abbey Craig
	opposite side of bridge from Scots. Same side as Stirling Castle

	EXPERIENCE


	None — mostly peasants
	Very — never been beaten in 200 years

	PLAN OF ATTACK
	Flank the English once over the bridge. Wait for English to cross the bridge and attack
	Cross bridge and attack


What Happened During The Battle (11/9/1297)?


                                     Scots

	Scots on Abbey Craig

	Wait for English to cross bridge

	When 5000 English soldiers crossed the bridge the Scots attack

	Bridge too narrow for the English to manoeuvre
 and many are driven back or are killed or drown

	Others cannot help, bridge collapses

	Cressingham Killed, Warenne fled


                                                  English

	English still other side of bridge

	Sir Lundie (Scot on the side of the English) suggests crossing the river at a ford upstream

	Cressingham and Warenne ignore this

	Cressingham leads the English across the bridge to Scots


THE SCOTS WON THE BATTLE OF STIRLING BRIDGE. Why Did The Scots Win?

· Good leadership

· Good tactics — used bridge well — English died

· Determination from troops

· Killed leader — Cressingham

· Warenne fled and the English were left with no leader

Why Did The English Lose?

· Bad judgement from leaders

· Over confidence

· English left with no leader

Although the victory at Stirling Bridge did not have far reaching results, it did encourage the determination of the Scots and showed the English they were a force to be reckoned with.

The Results of Stirling Bridge

· Andrew Murray was fatally wounded and died in Nov 1297

· English nobles were imprisoned in Dumbarton Castle

· Scots raided the north of England

· William Wallace was made Guardian of Scotland. This was important because:

1. it was the first time the Scots had had a guardian since Norham. It gave them a leader against Edward. William Wallace’s aim was to make Scotland independent and return it to John Balliol to be ruled. NB At no time did William Wallace want to rule Scotland.

2. Wallace resurrected Scottish trade with Europe which had been stopped under Edward. Trade with Hamburg was very important because Scots were able to buy iron to make weapons.

3. On 3rd Nov William Lamberton was elected Bishop (Bishop Fraser died on 20th Aug 1297). Lamberton was a staunch supporter of Scottish cause. This brought the Church back under Scottish control.

4. Persuaded the Pope to write to Edward and ask for John Balliol to be set free.

5. Wallace improved as a military leader and reorganised the army to defeat Edward.

The Lead up to the Battle of Falkirk

Edward was furious that the Scots had rebelled and returned from France determined to punish them.  He took a number of decisions to ensure this objective was met:

· He moved his headquarters to York to be closer to Scotland

· He organised an army of 2,000 knights and foot soldiers but the Scots burned countryside in front of the English to stop them finding food or shelter

· On 22nd July 1298, the two armies faced each other at Falkirk

What Happened At The Battle Of Falkirk,  22nd July 1298?

1. English knights divided in half and went round either side of the loch

2. English knights attacked Scottish schiltrons and bowmen from behind

3. Scottish knights saw what was happening and fled

4. Without protection the Scottish bowmen were easily cut down

5. English knights charged the schiltrons, but could not break through

6. Edward attacked Scots with bowmen.  Killed many Scots

7. English knights came back and attacked the Scottish schiltrons – this time they broke through.  Most Scots killed.


8. Edward won!

Why Did Wallace Lose?

· Wallace should not have fought the English on open ground as there was nowhere to hide therefore he could not use guerrilla tactics

· Not enough men

· Not a good position

· Not as well trained

· Not as well equipped

· Knights not reliable – had an important task but fled before fighting began

Why Did Edward Win?

· Better trained

· Better equipped

· Determined to win after defeat at Stirling Bridge

· Scots put trust in schiltron – but when Scots knights fled they had no protection

· Good tactics 

WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THE BATTLE? 1298-1302

Despite the Battle of Falkirk being an English victory, the following four years were more of a success for the Scots.

1 William Wallace resigned as Guardian
· As Guardian Wallace had to ensure Scottish safety and freedom. He failed at Falkirk and therefore had to resign.

· As Guardian Wallace was able to give orders to noblemen who were of a higher social status — many of these men found this difficult to handle and as such did not think it proper that William Wallace should hold such a position.

· Between August-Dec 1298, two new Guardians were appointed from the nobility — Robert Bruce (future King of Scotland) and John Comyn (supporter of John Balliol). Together Bruce and Comyn ensured Scotland’s independent government was recognised.

2 The Scots became even more determined to resist
· The Scots continued to resist the English and continued to disobey Edward. Comyn and Bruce continued to govern Scotland and try to restore Balliol to the throne.

3 Scots decided to avoid battles:

· The Scots knew they couldn’t beat the English in an open field battle, so they avoided them and returned to the guerrilla tactics used by Wallace and Murray at the Battle of Stirling Bridge. It was quite successful and they recaptured many of their castles including Stirling.

4 King Edward did not have time to concentrate to Scotland after Falkirk:

· Edward was too busy fighting the French. He did return to Scotland a few times between 1299 and 1302 but never stayed long enough to make any real difference.

· In summer 1300, Edward attacked Caerlaverock Castle. The English had 3,000 men, Scots had 60 men. It still took the English two days to capture the castle.

· Edward withdrew from Scotland in Oct 1300

Between 1298 and 1302, Edward’s men controlled only the South East of Scotland for most of the time.

5 The King of France helped the Scots:

· Due to the Franco-Scottish Treaty 1295-96, King Phillip IV of France wrote to Pope Boniface VIII in July 1298 urging him to tell Edward to release Balliol and cease his attacks on Scotland.

· Result — June 1299, the Pope wrote to the Archbishop of Canterbury condemning the English assaults on Scotland and demanded the conflict to be laid down before him for final judgement.

6 The Pope persuaded King Edward to release John Balliol.

· Due to help from King Phillip of France, the Pope put pressure on Edward to release John Balliol

· July 1299, John Balliol was released from prison in England and handed over to the French.

SCOTTISH COLLAPSE Between 1302 and 1305 things got worse for the Scots.

1 Robert Bruce made his peace with King Edward
· Robert Bruce (grandson of Bruce the Competitor and future King of Scots) changed sides many times. 

2 King of France forced to make peace with King Edward
· England beat the French at the Battle of Courtrai. After that they had no army to continue their war against England. The French were forced to make peace with Edward and go to Scotland.

3 Pope lowered his support for the Scots.

· King of France had upset him by joining forces with Edward despite asking the Pope to help them against the English. He took it out on the Scots.

4 Edward returned to Scotland.

· In 1303, Edward returned to Scotland with a powerful army. His aim was to recapture the north of Scotland.

· They recaptured Stirling Castle in the winter of 1303-04.

· In summer 1304 nearly all the important Scots had surrendered to Edward. Two men refused to make peace, John Soulis and William Wallace.

5 Edward reorganises the government of Scotland
· In 1305 Edward returned land and possessions to important Scots nobles. Edward promised to respect the laws and customs of Scotland. Scotsmen ran the Scottish government except for a few key posts. Edward promised to discuss the government of Scotland with Scots.

6 William Wallace was captured and executed 1305.

· Edward was determined to make an example of William Wallace

· 3rd Aug William Wallace was captured by Scot, Sir John Menteith

· he was taken to Carlisle and imprisoned

· 15th-22nd August — taken from Carlisle to London

· 22nd August arrives in London and imprisoned in Tower of London

· 23rd August tried in London and found guilty of treason

· hung, drawn and quartered - body split — head on London Bridge, right arm in Newcastle, left arm in Berwick, right leg in Perth & left leg in Aberdeen

ROBERT BRUCE

The Ambition of the Bruces

The Bruces considered themselves Royal because they were descended from David I. Robert Bruce “The Competitor” and his grandson Robert the Bruce, future King of Scots, were the most ambitious in the family.

TIMELINE OF THE BRUCE AMBITION.

1238 — Arrangement between Robert Bruce (no.1) “The Competitor” and Alexander II: It was agreed that Bruce would be his successor should he die childless. However, a son was born and became King Alexander III, so Bruce “The Competitor” never became King.

1253 — Robert Bruce (no.2), son of “The Competitor” born.

1286 — Alexander III dies. Nobles from south and west of Scotland agree to support Bruce instead of Balliol in the Great Cause.

1292 — Balliol crowned King of Scots by Edward I.

1295 — Bruce (no.1) “The Competitor” dies. The Scots begin to resist.

1296 — Scots continue to resist until their defeat at the Battle of Dunbar, where Balliol surrenders to Edward. Robert Bruce (no.2), son of “The Competitor” asks Edward to crown him King of Scots — Edward refuses.

1304 – Bruce (no.2) dies and leaves a son also called Robert (no.3- “The Bruce”). This boy is the future King of Scots.

The Career of Robert “The Bruce”
He continually changed sides between 1296 and 1306 depending on who he thought would be able to fulfil his ambition of becoming King of Scots.

1292 – 96 Joins English side during the Scots revolts. After King John surrenders, Bruce hopes Edward will make him King of Scots.

1297 – 98 Joined the nobles at Irvine and supported William Wallace after the other nobles surrendered. Angry at Edward for refusing him the throne after Balliol surrendered.

1299-1302 Made Guardian of Scotland along with Comyn. Resigned after one year. After resigning, he acted as local commander for Ayrshire leading the army against the English. Thought loyalty to the Scots would ensure him the throne.

1302 – 03  He joins English side again after he hears Balliol may be returning to the throne. Dislikes Balliol after his grandfather was beaten in the Great Cause by him.

1304 – 05 Still with English but secretly planning a revolt against Edward. Stays close to Edward I while planning a revolt. Annoyed because Edward does not reward him when he sets up a new Government.

Murder Of John Comyn, 1306. In 1306, there was serious talk of King John returning as King of Scots. Bruce saw his chances of becoming king disappearing.

Bruce needed to get his opponent out of the way. His opponent was John Comyn, brother-in-law to Balliol and leader of the most powerful noble family in Scotland.

What Happened?

10th Feb 1306, Robert Bruce meets John Comyn in Greyfriars Church, near Dumfries. John Comyn was murdered. BUT what really happened? The Scots and English versions are different.

	SCOTS
	
ENGLISH

	John Comyn and Robert Bruce
working together and plotting against Edward
	Robert Bruce planned to murder John Comyn

	John Comyn told Edward that Robert Bruce and he had been plotting
	Robert Bruce accused John Comyn of
betrayal. John Comyn tried to walk away

	A fight broke out and Robert Bruce stabbed John Comyn in the scuffle
	Robert Bruce stabbed John Comyn


	Robert Bruce’s supporters killed John Comyn
	Robert Bruce’s supporters finished
John Comyn off



Results of the Murder

1. Robert Bruce was in serious trouble with —

a) Church for the crime of sacrilege (murder in a holy place)

b) King Edward for plotting against him

C) The Comyns and people loyal to John Balliol for killing John Comyn

2. Bruce was crowned King of Scots on 25th March 1306

a) Robert Bruce was absolved of the murder by Bishop Wishart

b) Wishart helped Robert Bruce to attack the English in Scotland

C) Wishart produced coronation robes to crown Robert Bruce

d) Wishart sent a formal notice to Edward I that he should recognise Bruce as King of Scots and Scotland was placed on 24 hours notice of mobilisation to arms in case Edward attacked.

The Coronation of Bruce

	BRUCE’S CORONATION DETAILS
   
	WHAT SHOULD HAVE HAPPENED

	New robes
                                                
	Stone of Destiny

	Circlet of gold
                                           
	Crown

	Crowned by Isabella, Countess of
                   
Buchan (Earl of Fife is a child and under the ward of Edward I)
	Crowned by Earl of Fife


King Hob

Robert Bruce’s first year as king was a disaster. He did not have the support of the Scottish community and the English nicknamed him King Hob (King Nobody). Bruce spends the first year of his reign trying to gain more support in Scotland and hiding from the English.

Methven Wood 19th June 1306

Lead up

· Earl of Pembroke (Aymer de Valence) advanced North with 6,000 men to stop Scottish rebels who were fighting under Robert Bruce

· Captured Bishops of St Andrews and Glasgow

· Robert Bruce approached Perth with 4,500 men

· Robert Bruce challenged Pembroke to a fight. He refused. Bruce then moved back to Methven Wood, the following morning.

Battle

· Pembroke attacked Robert Bruce’s army by surprise next morning

Result

· Scots defeated

· Leading supporters captured

· Bruce flees to Atholl

Dalry (Dalrigh) 11th July 1306

Lead Up

· Bruce and supporters fled to Atholl after Methven Wood defeat

· Then fled to Argyll in the west — lands of the MacDougalls; son in law to John Comyn

Battle

· MacDougall’s clansmen hid in narrow pass

· Bruce and his men passed; MacDougall’s men attacked from above

Result

· Bruce was defeated and fled

· Robert Bruce sent his wife and daughter and other womenfolk to Kildrummy escorted by Nigel Bruce (Robert Bruce’s brother) and the Earl of Atholl

· Robert Bruce and his men went south to avoid their enemies

Kildrummy Castle- Sept 1306

Build Up

· Womenfolk sent to Kildrummy

· Heard Pembroke preparing to attack Kildrummy so continued northwards with the Earl of Atholl

· Earl of Ross, a Comyn supporter, captures them at Tain and hands them over to King Edward

Battle

· Nigel Bruce stayed at Kildrummy to fight

· English seized Kildrummy and it was forced to surrender when a traitor set fire to its grain store

Result

· Nigel Bruce and Earl of Atholl hanged and beheaded

· The womenfolk — his sister Mary kept in a cage in Roxburgh Castle -his sisters Margaret and Christina were sent to convents -Wife was put under house arrest in England for 8 years- Isabella, Countess of Buchan caged in Berwick Castle

Nobody knows where Robert Bruce spent the winter of 1306-1307. Instead of being King of Scots he had lost everything.

How Did Bruce Manage to Gain Control of Scotland After 1306?

After the four defeats of 1306, Bruce only had 60 followers. As a result he changed his plan of attack. He decided not to meet his enemies in open battle, rather, he would harass them and spread fear and panic by carrying out night-time raids employing the guerrilla tactics William Wallace had successfully used.

Bruce had two early successes in his attempts to gain more control of Scotland.

Glentrool, April 1307
· Bruce moved his headquarters to Glentrool in Galloway
· Pembroke heard and sent 1500 troops from Carlisle


· English hid in the woods and sent a women in to spy 
· The woman lost her nerve and warned the Scots 
· English attacked the Scots and Bruce killed their leaders
· The English fled

      Result: Headquarters moved to Galston, more men joined
Loudon Hill, May 1307

· Pembroke (de Valence) reassembled 3000 troops and attacked Galston

· Bruce withdrew to Loudon Hill

· Bruce positioned 600 spearmen behind ditches

· The English charge was broken up trying to avoid the ditches. Those not killed or on horseback collided with the second squadron 

· Scots advanced; Pembroke and his army fled to Bothwell Castle in Lanarkshire

Result: English sent reinforcements who Bruce slaughtered

The Reaction of Edward I - 1307

· Edward was furious at his commanders incompetence

· He decides to attack Scotland himself, aged 68

· He assembles troops at Carlisle 

· This was too much effort for Edward. He covers only 6 miles in 4 days

· Edward I of England died on 7 July. He never reached Scotland again.

Following Edward’s death Bruce turned his attention to gaining more control of Scotland. He did this in two main ways:

1. He attacked and defeated his Scottish enemies.

2. He attacked and defeated his English enemies in Scotland.

1. DEFEATING HIS SCOTTISH ENEMIES

Between in 1307 and 1309, Bruce decided to take advantage of Edward II’s neglect of Scotland. He turned his attention to his Scottish enemies, namely the Comyns and their kinsmen.

Bruce increased his control of Scotland by:

a) The Herschip of Galloway, 1307-08

· Bruce attacked the Comyn’s in Galloway

· Destruction of enemy land & castles

· People were given a choice: support Bruce or die. Most chose the former. Also blackmail of nobles.

b) Seized control of the South West

C) Seized Inverness Castle and forced Earl of Ross into a truce

d) The Herschip of Buchan, 1307-08

· Bruce attacked Comyn’s in Buchan

· Burned crops, killed livestock and men

e) Battle of the Pass of Brander, mid-August 1308

· In Argyll against the MacDougalls. They tried to ambush Bruce

· Bruce won by ambushing the ambushers

· Bruce captured Dunstaffnage Castle in 1309

Bruce was winning support in Scotland from the Scottish nobles. He turned his attention to the English in Scotland.

2. DEFEATING THE ENGLISH IN SCOTLAND

Bruce and his men attacked the Scottish castles under English control. They did not have enough men or equipment to besiege the castles, so they employed the “hit and run” tactics used by Wallace and took their enemy by surprise.

Five examples of Bruce defeating the English.

1. Perth 8 January 1313 Perth was surrounded by a wall and the River Tay. Bruce and his men waded across the water and climbed the wall. They attacked Perth, won and destroyed the walls.

2. Linlithgow Sept 1313 Some Scots hid in a hay cart and drove through the castle entrance. They stopped the cart to prevent the gate closing and allowed the rest to rush in. The castle was captured.


3. Roxburgh February 1314This attack was led by James Douglas. The Scots mingled with a herd of cows to get near the castle, then used rope ladders to climb the walls.

4. Edinburgh March 1314This attack was led by Thomas Randolph. Some Scots attacked one side of the castle while others climbed over the wall on the other side. More Scots were let in. The castle was seized.
5. Stirling June 1313This attack was led by Edward Bruce, Robert’s brother. The Governor of the castle, Sir Philip Mowbray, offered to surrender it if an English army did not relieve them by Midsummer’s Day 1314. Edward Bruce accepted the offer.

THE BATTLE OF BANNOCKBURN

Why?

In 1313 the Scots recaptured castles from English rule. It was agreed that Sir Philip Mowbray, Governor of Stirling Castle, would hand it over to Scotland by Midsummer’s Day 1314. Only if an English army did not come to the aid of the English soldiers within the castle by one year’s time. One year later Edward II advanced into Scotland.

	
	SCOTS
	ENGLISH

	LEADERS
	RB, Thomas Randolph, James Douglas, Robert Keith, Edward Bruce
	Ed II, Humphrey du Bohun, Henry du Bohun, Henry Beaumont, Robert Clifford

	TROOPS
	5,500infantry, 500 cavalry, 2000 smallfolk (untrained peasants/ farmers)
	20,500 infantry, 2,500 cavalry, 3,000 archers, 15 000 infantry

	WEAPONS/ ARMOUR
	Bows/arrows, swords, shields, little armour, dirks, 12 foot spears.
	Bows/arrows, swords, shields, heavy armour, chainmail, helmets.


What Happened at Bannockburn 23rd June 1314?

· The English approached Stirling at noon and planned to send in the vanguard first. They were convinced they’d win due to the superior numbers and equipment

· Henry du Bohun saw Robert Bruce and attacked — Robert Bruce killed him with one blow from his axe.

· Scots charged from woods, as the English knights tried to attack from behind.

· Knights were pushed back, many fell into pits.

· Knights retreated and joined the main part of the English army.

· Scots began to pursue, Robert Bruce called them back.

Result

· Scots elated at their victory

· English exhausted and demoralised

· Robert Bruce decided to change his tactics — instead of waiting for the English to attack, the Scots would attack them.

24th June 1314

· Early in the morning, Scots advanced towards the English in schiltron formation.

· English vanguard charged, but many were impaled on Scots spears. Infantry were blocked by own cavalry and were unable to cross the burn and help.

· Vanguard broke and fled back to the main body of the cavalry.

· Edward II decided to use longbowmen, but to begin with they could not fire without hitting their own cavalry.

· Eventually Iongbowmen moved to a better position and showered arrows on Scots.

· In response, Bruce sent Robert Keith and his cavalry to attack the archers.

· Was successful — the archers had no protection. Many killed, others returned to the main body of Archers played no further part in the battle.

· English knights continued to fight, even though their backs were to the water.

· Robert Bruce sent his reserve of ’smallfolk’.

· English thought it was a second army and panicked.

· Edward II retreated from the battlefield to Stirling Castle. Philip Mowbray would not let him in because he would have to surrender the castle to the Scots, effectively making Edward II a prisoner.

· Seeing their king leave, English troops began to flee.

· SCOTS HAD WON THE BATILE OF BANNOCKBURN

Why the Scots Won at B/burn.

· Bruce had trained his men well before the battle

· This training had made a flexible schiltron

· The schiltron was made up of well armed, experienced men

· Bruce had prepared the battle ground: dug pits and filled them with spikes

· Bruce was an excellent tactician

· The Scots were in a defensive position on the 23rd that made the English fight exact how the Scots wanted

· On the 23rd Bruce had killed one of their leaders, Henry du Bohun.  Thus morale was high.

· After the defeats of the 23rd the English were tired and demoralised

· Edward II, the leader of the English, was an uninspiring leader

· On the 24th the Scottish schiltrons kept pushing forward

· On the 24th the English knights charged on to boggy ground in a small area

· On the 24th the English lost discipline after the first charge

· On the 24th the English were backed against the Bannock burn and could not retreat

After the Battle.

What the Scots did

· Exchanged English prisoners for Scottish prisoners; e.g. Bruce was successful in getting his wife, daughter, sister and the Bishop Wishart of Glasgow returned to Scotland

· Plundered what the English had left — weapons, armour, tents, clothing, food, gold and silver

· Nobles who had previously opposed Bruce united behind him.

What the English did
· Edward II made his way to Dunbar and escaped

· The rest of the nobles fled to Bothwell castle in Lanarkshire

· Edward II still refused to accept Bruce as King of Scotland and Scotland as an independent kingdom

Bannockburn was a great victory for Robert Bruce; he had defeated the English, more Scottish nobles accepted him as King and he had control over all of Scotland

BUT

1. Edward had Robert Bruce excommunicated

2. Robert Bruce’s position was not recognised outside Scotland.

The Scots replied to the excommunication In the Declaration of Arbroath,1320.

The Declaration of Arbroath,1320. In it, the Scots claimed that:

I. Scotland had always been an independent country

II. Edward I had taken advantage of the death of Alexander I

III. Edward I had used terrible violence against Scotland

IV. Robert Bruce had rescued his people from misery

V. Robert Bruce had earned the right to be King by being successful in war 

VI. Robert Bruce was ‘royal’ — lineage back to David I

VII. If Robert Bruce tried to put Scotland under English control, the people of Scotland would drive him out and replace him.

Declaration of Arbroath had no effect on the Pope.

Robert Bruce used more violent ways of gaining recognition of his position.

Between 1315 and 1328, Robert Bruce attacked England in the hope that it would persuade English leaders to accept him as King of an independent country.

· Robert Bruce captured Berwick

· Attacks reached as far south as York

· Burned buildings, seized property, killed people and animals

In 1327, Edward II was murdered by his wife’s lover. His son, Edward III was too young to rule by himself, so his mother, Isabella and her lover Mortimer ruled for him.

Robert Bruce and Edward III’s advisors agreed to a truce.

 The Treaty of Edinburgh, 17th March 1328

Terms of the Treaty

1) Robert Bruce recognised as King of Scotland

2) John Balliol denounced

3) Edward III’s sister to marry Robert Bruce’s son

4) Scots were to pay England £20,000 over three years

5) Scots-French alliance to continue

6) Scots would not interfere in Ireland to help England’s enemy

7) England’s kings would not claim rights over Scotland and its people.

What Robert Bruce wanted, but did not get in the Truce.

· Scotland’s enemies not to get lands back

· All Scottish Government records returned to Scotland

· Stone of Destiny to be returned to Scotland (happened in 1996)

POST SCRIPT

Robert Bruce died 7th June 1329 aged 55. He was buried in Dunfermline Abbey.

Peace for Scotland did not happen. David, Robert Bruce’s son, was only 5 and too young to rule properly. In 1332, Edward Balliol attacked and was backed by Edward III. They now controlled southern Scotland.

THE FIGHTING CONTINUED FOR MANY YEARS.
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