Weimar Germany Higher Essay

How far were economic factors responsible for the collapse of the Weimar Republic?

Introduction:

Set the scene by briefly explaining how and when the Weimar Republic began and under what circumstances, i.e. exhaustion and destruction of war, Treaty of Versailles and a desire for a more democratic Germany. Now ‘signpost your argument’ by stating that the collapse of the Weimar Republic was due to many reasons, such as the weak democratic foundations, the attacks it suffered from Left and Right, PR, the ‘conservative revolution’, the appeal of Hitler, as well as the disastrous economic situations. 

Main Section:

· Discuss the economic situation first. May begin by stating war had cost country and that the reparations would cripple the country. Ruhr invasion 1923 leads to strike and hyperinflation (details here needed). How well did Republic deal with the crisis? (Streseman/Dawes/Young Plans) 1929 – Wall St Crash and Depression – details here on impact, how dealt with and how it caused Germans to look to extreme parties for solutions. Link to Q

· However, other factors played a part in Weimar’s downfall. Weak democratic foundations and too democratic, e.g. PR. Explain consequence of PR., i.e. short lived and weak governments which eroded confidence in democracy. Talk about the fact that new Republic signed the T of V. This bred discontent and attacks (e.g. Spartacus and Kapp ). Need to mention that any stability gained in Stresemann era blown away by Depression. Link to Q.

· Another factor was the impact of people like Bruning, von Papen and von Schleicher. You need to discuss the impact on the Weimar Republic of their attempt at ‘conservative revolution’ (revolution from above)and their use of decrees which allowed democracy to be undermined. Link to Q

· Finally, Hitler’s appeal and skill needs to be discussed. People looking for strong leaders and less democracy by 1929. Talk about how Hitler and the Nazis gained votes and influence (SA tactics, propaganda, his speeches, fear of communism, right-wing political intrigue, the depression, appealed to many) and how Hitler was ‘taken’ into power and how he took it. The Enabling Act saw the complete collapse of the Weimar Republic and its ideologies. Link to Q.

· Get some quotes.
Conclusion:

Sum up how important economic factors were in the eventual collapse of Weimar.

‘However..’ sum up how important other factors were.

Concluding statement which answers the essay question. 

