Higher Essay 
 

“How true is the claim that the period between 1931 and 1939 was one of hardship for most British people?” 

 

 

Intro  - 
(Background) Wall Street crash, few figures / quotes to show level. UK falling behind before this anyway.  Old industries – issues with that?

 (signpost argument) Hungry 30’s / Devil’s Decade? Depended where you lived, social status and whether you worked or not.  Many people did very well – Decade of contracts. Refer to Q = Hardship, yes but not universal

 

Hardship 
Why did Britain decline? Out of date – economically (Gold standard/ laissez faire), politically (landowners) Arts / Latin and industrially (old staple industries – old technology)




Decline BEFORE 1930   Quotes – Smout




WW1 a factor and foreign competition




Wall Street Clash worsened a problem




New countries industrialising with new machinery,

Britain slow to change  Quotes
 

Evidence of hardships 
3m unemployed, some towns have more than 60 – 





70% unemployed, 50% of Scotland unemployed

Jarrow / shipyards, 50% of shops, permanently closed, diets of bread / tea condensed milk: clothes parcels: diseases like rickets: 25% living below poverty line: poor living conditions long dole

queue, Means test, The desperate measures they took.

 

Quotes – Tom Steel / Eric Hopkins / Priestly

Some compensations – Radio, cinema, dancing football

Everyone in the same boat

 

Good Day’s for some 
Rising living standards for some, because prices 





fell, sales, lower interest rates.





If lived in SE England and parts of the Midlands 





you did well due to jobs in electrical, car industries





Mostly middle class. Upper class who did well.





House building and house buying increase.  New





airy bright houses.  Council house building but 





lower class poor- can’t afford them





Labour saving devices





Affordable cars





Paid annual leave Quotes
 




 

 

Conclusion 


Reason for decline in 1930’s Britain 

Bad for unemployment, lower/class in Scotland,


Wales + N England





Good for those upper/class, lower/class workers in



SE England and Midlands





Generally living standards were rising for most 





people in the 1930’ Health was improving too





However, poverty remained a real problem for 





many Gap between rich and poor widens





Pockets of poverty.

