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	‘Six Hats’ Task on John Balliol
· You are going to work in groups of 2/3s to complete a six hats task on John Balliol. Your teacher will help you get started. Here is the method behind the task:

· Six hats’ is a type of group work. In this method you are asked to look at a problem from six different angles and use this to come to a conclusion.

You need to use each hat to look at the life of John Balliol. The hats are as follows:

White Hat  pure facts, figures and information on him.

Red Hat  seeing red, emotions and feelings, also hunch and intuition about him.

Black Hat  negative judgement, what is wrong with him or his actions.

Yellow Hat  positive judgement, constructive, what is good about him.

Green Hat  creative, what could be changed or done differently, e.g. what if he hadn’t swore an oath of loyalty to Edward?

Blue Hat  thinking about what you have already discussed, what is your overall conclusion?
You need to look at him and his actions using each of the hats.  

As a group, use one hat at a time.  It is easiest to start with the white hat and work your way down to the blue hat.  Always do the blue hat last.


	Chronology


1292
Nov 17
John Balliol chosen by Edward I as Scottish King
At Berwick Edward I declared John Balliol to be the new Scottish King.
Nov 30
John Balliol become King of the Scots
Balliol was crowned at Scone Abbey on St. Andrew's Day.
Christmas Day

Balliol swears oath of loyalty to Edward

1293-1294

Edward dominates Balliol’s reign

Edward asks Scots to help him fight French.

1295

Nobles, led by the Comyns, take most f Balliol’s power away from him.

Oct
Balliol and nobles reject Edward as Scotland’s overlord.

Scots form Treaty with France: Auld Alliance
Nobles went to France and arranged the Treaty Auld Alliance 
1296
March
Scots attack north of England and try to capture Carlisle.

Edward I had attacked and sacked Berwick.
Apr 27
Battle of Dunbar. Scots defeated at the battle of Dunbar by Edward I.
Edward and English army move steadily North as far as Elgin. The English had taken many castles.
Jul
 Balliol: Surrenders at Stracathro, Edward takes the Stone of Scone. Balliol sent to Tower of London and then to Hertford.
1299

After a request from the Pope, Balliol sent to France.

1314

November

Balliol dies in France.

 


	His Story:

Following the death of Margaret of Scotland in 1290, John de Balliol was a competitor for the Scottish crown in the so called 'Great Cause', as he was a great-great-great-grandson of King David I through his mother (and therefore one generation further than his main rival Robert Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale, grandfather of the future Robert the Bruce), being senior in genealogical primogeniture but not in proximity of blood. He submitted his claim to the Scottish auditors in an election with King Edward I of England as the arbitrator, at Berwick-upon-Tweed on 6 June 1291. The Scottish auditors' decision in favour of Balliol was pronounced in the Great Hall of Berwick Castle on November 17, 1292 and he was inaugurated accordingly king of Scotland at Scone, 30 November, 1292, St. Andrew's Day.

Edward I, who had coerced recognition as Lord Paramount of Scotland, the feudal superior of the realm, steadily undermined John's authority. He treated Scotland as a feudal vassal state, and repeatedly humiliated the new king. Tiring of their deeply compromised king, the direction of affairs was allegedly taken out of his hands by the leading men of the kingdom, who appointed a council of twelve - in practice a new panel of Guardians - at Stirling in July 1295. These men were more likely a group of advisors to King John, and they went on to conclude a treaty of mutual assistance with France, which became known as the Auld Alliance.

In retaliation Edward I invaded, commencing the Wars of Scottish Independence. The Scots were defeated at Dunbar and the English took Dunbar Castle on April 27, 1296. John abdicated by a Deed signed in Stracathro near Montrose on 10 July 1296. Here the arms of Scotland were formally torn from John's surcoat, giving him the abiding name of "Toom Tabard" (empty coat).

John was imprisoned in the Tower of London briefly at first, but eventually released in July 1299 and allowed to go to France. When his baggage was examined at Dover the Royal Golden Crown and Seal of the Kingdom of Scotland, with many vessels of gold and silver, and a considerable sum of money, were found in his chests. Edward I ordered that the Crown should be offered to St. Thomas the Martyr, and that the money should be returned to Balliol for the expenses of his journey, but he kept the Seal himself. Balliol was released into the custody of Pope Boniface VIIIon condition that he remain in a papal residence. He was later released around the summer of 1301 and lived the rest of his life on his family's ancestral estates at Hélicourt, Picardy.

However, as his abdication had been obtained under considerable duress, his supporters subsequently argued that he was still the rightful King of Scotland. When the Scots rose in rebellion in 1297 under William Wallace and Andrew de Moray, they claimed that they were acting on behalf of King John. Although rebellions in Scotland continued over the years, this claim looked increasingly tenuous as John's position under nominal house-arrest of the papacy meant that he could not campaign for his release and return to Scotland, despite the Scots' diplomatic attempts in Paris and Rome. After 1302, he made no further attempts to extend his personal support to the Scots. Effectively, Scotland was left without a monarch until the accession of Robert the Bruce in 1306.

John died around 25 November 1314 at his family's château at Hélicourt in France. On January 4, 1315, King Edward II of England, writing to King Louis X of France, said that he had heard of the death of 'Sir John de Balliol' and requested the fealty and homage of Edward Balliol to be given by proxy.

It is supposed that he was interred in the church of St. Waast at Bailleul-sur-Eaune, though this is another man by the name of Jean de Bailleul.

He was survived by his son Edward Balliol, who later revived his family's claim to the Scottish throne, received support from the English, and had some temporary successes.




	Some opinions:

“It is not difficult to come to a conclusion about the reign of John Balliol. Having examined the evidence, it is obvious that John never truly escaped from the fact that he gained his throne by submitting to the more powerful Edward. It would also appear that he never escaped from his rivals who were constantly able to oppose and embarrass him, an intolerable position for any king to be put in. John’s position was not helped at all by the fact that he was not a strong willed man and so could easily be brow-beaten by Edward, forced to back down by his rivals and dominated by his allies. John Balliol is an unfortunate character in Scottish history. He was the wrong man for the job which at the time required a strong leader. He has also not benefited from the pro-Bruce writers who have forever recorded him in the history books as “Toom-Tabard” (empty tabard) after the ritual humiliation that ended his reign. Indeed, it is interesting to note that history also remembers him as John Balliol instead of King John, does this show some sort of national embarrassment that the Scottish people do not want to admit that he was their king? That, as they say, is another question altogether.”

“Although Balliol’s reign was blighted by his relationship with Edward, who repeatedly made King John pay homage to him as his vassal in public exhibitions of subjugation, he did manage to set up parliaments of his own and appointed sheriffs to keep the peace throughout the west coast of Scotland at least. Edwards’s excessive humiliation of Balliol may have been intentionally provocative; Edward probably already had an eye on Scotland for himself and may have simply been goading the Scottish Monarch into a fight.”

“To future generations John Balliol is known as "Toom Tabard" or 'Tyne Tabard' (meaning empty coat), a cruel nickname which suggests that his personality was as unimpressive as his rule. The judgment is a harsh one, caught between the twin wheels of an ambitious, distinguished soldier and ruthless bully of a King - Longshanks, and the disloyalty of many powerful subjects, his cause was well-high hopeless from the very start.”




	Hints:

· Remember to organise the group so that all pupils have something to do.

· Take notes at the back of your jotter to begin with.

· Write up your findings/conclusions neatly on a blank A4 sheet which will be stuck onto a larger piece of coloured card or A3 sheet.

· Then, and only then, draw and colour the six different hats to put onto your poster.

· Hope you enjoy this thinking task. 


J Davidson
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