Bismarck the Great Debate: 

How important was Bismarck to unification? 

Three Opinions:

	1
	2
	3

	The architect of unification-he had a master plan
	A catalyst who sped up change which would have happened anyway, i.e. unification was happening but slowly, e.g. growing nationalism spread of railways, Zollverein etc
	His political skill took advantage of circumstances as they arose and over which he had no direct control


Architect?


Catalyst? 


Opportunist?

All of these things?

Bismarck used his talents to unite Germany but he was very aware of circumstances, coincidences and other factors, which helped him to achieve his aims.

One thing is for sure he relied on an efficient army: - Blood and Iron not speeches and majority votes, will achieve unification.

Three themes emerge in the process of unification: -

· Diplomacy / military

· Economic / industrial

· The role played by Bismarck

(Notes from John A. Kerr’s Book)

How important was military power and military success in the process of unification?

Consequences of war with Denmark 1864

1. Prussia seen as the protector of German states against the threat of Denmark

2. Recently reformed Prussian army was tested in an easy war and found to be efficient

3. Cornered Austria into accepting Bismarck’s decisions about Holstein & Schleswig  at Convention of Gastein 1865.  This agreement would make it easier for Bismarck to provoke Austria into a war later

Consequences of war with Austria 1866

· Treaty of Prague – lenient to Austria

· New North German Confederation created and also the much weaker south German confederation

· Liberals so pleased with Bismarck and the process of German unification that they forgive Bismarck’s actions over army reforms and budget

Consequences of war with France 1870 – 71

· South German confederation realises there only chance of security was as part of a strong unified Germany.  In the Palace of Versailles, the German princess proclaim King Willhelm of Prussia as Kaiser (Emperor) of a unified Germany

Unification or Prussianisation?

· Many states felt they had no choice but to be absorbed by Prussian rather than choosing unification

Also – 

· Prussian King is the German Kaiser

· Bismarck is the German chancellor

· Prussia taxes and laws become German taxes and laws

Facts remains – an independent German Empire existed from 1871

