Chapter 10 The Weimar Republic: 

an Experiment in Democracy 1918-1933

Adolf Hitler and the Ideology of Fascism

1. Prepare a biography of Hitler up to 1923. You should mention the main influences on his life and the effect they had on him as well as his activities before, during and after the war. Use pages 100-101.
2. Outline, briefly, the philosophy of Fascism. Use pages 50-53 of the textbook.
3. Describe the political philosophy proposed by Hitler in Mein Kampf. You should mention briefly, Social Darwinism; Master Race; Untermenschen; racial purity; Lebensraum; old and new class systems; his views of other political systems. Use pages 108-109.
Germany 1918-1919: defeat and revolution

1. Explain in your own words what is meant by ‘Revolution from Above’

2. Why did this happen in Germany in 1918?

3. What effects did this have on Germany?

4. What unfortunate side effect did this revolution have?

5. Explain in your own words what is meant by a ‘Revolution from Below’.

6. Why did this happen in Germany in 1918?

7. What effect did it have on Germany?

8. In what way did the First World War affect the German Socialist Party?

9. Copy and complete the table:

German Socialist Factions

Name
Leaders
Attitude to War
Attitude to revolution

1.


Ebert

Scheidemann



2.






3.






The Weimar Republic and its problems

1. Why was the Republic so called?

2. What is the legend of the ‘stab in the back’?

3. Who developed the legend?

4. How did it undermine the new republic?

5. Looking at the Treaty of Versailles, copy and complete the table:

Treaty clause
Effect on Germany




6. How did this Treaty undermine the new republic?

7. Describe how the Weimar Constitution was ‘good’.

8. In what ways was it good?

9. How did the constitution undermine the new republic?

10. Who were the Spartacists?

11. Why did they rise in rebellion in 1918?

12. How was this revolt suppressed?

13. What happened to the leaders?

14. Who were the Freikorps?

15. Why did they rise in rebellion in 1920?

16. How did this revolt end?

17. What happened to the leaders?

18. What fundamental weakness of the Weimar republic did these risings clearly demonstrate?

19. How did these risings undermine the new republic?

20. What was the Treaty of Rapallo?

21. How did it suit Germany?

22. Why did the French not like it?

23. What did they do in response?

24. Why did this result in inflation?

25. How serious did this inflation become?

26. Copy and complete the table below to show the effects of inflation on the German people.

Groups
Reasons for their fate

Winners




Survivors




Losers




27. How did these events undermine the new republic?

28. What were the key elements of NSDAP policies?

29. Why did this programme appeal to a large number of Germans?

30. Write a short note on the SA. Mention what the initials stand for; who led it; who were members; what it was used for.

31. Write a short note on the Munich Putsch. Mention why it happened; what was attempted; what happened; what happened to the leaders.

32. What valuable lessons did Hitler learn from the Putsch?

33. How did Hitler and the Nazis undermine the new republic?

Think Point! – Jot down your thoughts on these questions.
· Was the Weimar constitution too democratic for Germany in 1920?
· Was the Treaty of Versailles too harsh?
1924-1929 – Hitler’s lean years

1. Why were the years 1924-1929 lean years for the Nazis and other extremist parties?

2. How did Hitler improve the Nazi Party and increase his control over it?

3. Copy and complete the table below:

How Stesemann increased German prosperity and prestige

Prosperity


Prestige

4. What caused the end of prosperity in Germany?

5. How did this show the vulnerability of the Weimar Republic?

Think Point! – Do you think democracy would have continued in Germany had prosperity continued?

The Death of Weimar 1929-1933

1. What effect did the depression have on German reparation payments?

2. How did the government try to deal with the problems posed by the depression?

3. What problems, other than economic, did Bruning’s government have to face?

4. How did the Nazis perform in the elections of 1932?

5. Compare this to their performance in 1928 (see table on page 110). Try to explain why the change in support took place.

6. What offer was made to Hitler after the election of July 1932?

7. Why did he decline it?

8. What offer was made to him after the November election?

9. Why did he accept it?

10. Why did von Papen think it a sensible offer?

Think Point! – Do you think von Papen should have offered the Chancellorship to Hitler?

11. Copy and complete this table:

Reasons for Nazi electoral popularity

Reason
Explanation/example

1. Widespread appeal

2. Propaganda

3. Electioneering

4. Paramilitaries

5. Weimar Republic




Think Point! – Would you have voted for the Nazis had you lived in Germany at that time?

