Essay Question;

Explain why most Scots accepted Robert Bruce as king by 1328.

8 marks.

Intro

(Background:)

In 1306, Robert Bruce murdered his main rival, John Comyn in Greyfriars Kirk. Shortly afterwards, he was proclaimed king of Scots at Scone, though he had very little support. By 1307, Bruce had suffered disastrous defeats at the hands of both powerful Scots and English enemies and he had even had to flee the country.

(Set the Scene:) Over the next twenty or so years, however, Robert Bruce managed to impose himself as king. He did this through military and political success as well as being a strong leader. 
(6 fully explained reasons why the Scots accepted Robert Bruce as king.)

First of all, Bruce was a strong leader. For example, Bruce persevered and managed to win support over time. He managed to motivate his men to win against all the odds and he personally led really dangerous escapades, for example, he personally risked his life to capture important towns like Perth. He also personally killed an English knight (Sir Henry de Bohun) at Bannockburn, and this inspired his men. Bruce was also ruthless as a leader; he forced out any nobles who refused to follow him, using methods like herschip and pulling down his enemies’ castles. Bruce’s leadership skills were very useful in gaining him acceptance as king.

Furthermore, Bruce was a military success. Bruce recaptured all the major castles in Scotland by 1328. He successfully used guerrilla tactics, defeating his enemies, for example, at Perth when he swam across the river. He also won a major battle at Bannockburn, which was a major step towards independence. The English were never able to mount a serious challenge to Bruce’s reign as king, after this. He was outnumbered four to one, and still managed to win through good tactics and discipline. Furthermore, Bruce was able to attack the north of England and open up a second front in Ireland, which helped force the English to recognise him as king. Bruce won militarily because of his strong leadership and tactics. 

Bruce was also a politically successful man. By 1310 Bruce was able to hold his own parliament, showing he was in control of Scotland. By 1328 the Pope had accepted him as king, and this helped him become accepted by most Scots. He made his nobles sign the Statute of Cambuskenneth, which meant that the nobles could only have lands in one country, ensuring their future loyalty. The Declaration of Arbroath shows us that Bruce had gained the support of almost all of his people, by 1320. By 1328 the Treaty of Edinburgh accepted Bruce as king. All of this shows that Bruce was a political success as he rewarded loyal nobles with land and negotiated treaties from a strong position., gaining him acceptance, first from the Scots, then from the English.
Conclusion

Your conclusion should sum up the main pints of your argument and highlight your most important factors.

In conclusion… 

