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Extended Essay (2 hours)

Some main points

· Candidates will produce an Extended Essay on an issue of their choice which must be drawn from either of the contexts chosen for study in the Scottish and British or European and World units or from any part of the Historical Special Topic unit. Basically, from the British topic, the Germany topic and the Appeasement topic.

· The essay will count for 30 out of 100 marks of the total external assessment.

· There is no word limit for this essay but the normal length of the essay should be about 1500 – 2000 words.

· Candidates will be allowed 7-8 hours of class time in which to identify and research their chosen issue.

· Prior to producing the essay, the candidate should arrange to research the chosen issue by identifying and obtaining sources from a range of familiar and unfamiliar material. These sources may be primary and/or secondary and may cover a variety of types e.g. text, video and audiotapes, pictures and photographs. The research exercise should make efficient use of the resources and should involve the identification of relevant material and the rejection of the irrelevant. 

· Candidates should then produce a final plan showing how they will use the researched material to address the chosen issue in the essay. This plan must not exceed 200 words  - up to a maximum of 10 marks are likely to be deducted if plans are longer than 200 words - and should use a format provided. Pictograms, maps, codes and text language will be penalised, but mind maps are permissible.

· The candidate will take the plan into the classroom and use it to write up the essay within a single continuous period of 2 hours under supervision by the teacher, i.e. under exam conditions. The candidate’s plan will be submitted along with the extended essay. 

· The essay should address the chosen issue and provide evidence that a complex task has been planned and carried out efficiently and that investigation and judgement have been applied. 

· The essay and plan will be accompanied by a teacher checklist verifying that the planning and researching process was carried out by the candidate.
· The essay/response will be externally marked, on the basis of the new marking instructions from 2008, as issued to you.
