· Germany Under Bismarck 1871 - 1890

· He dominates and controls parliament along with the Kaiser

· He weakens the power and influence of the Catholic Church.  (Kutturkampf) : Met stiff opposition  He compromised.

· Protectionist economic polices help domestic companies and landowners

· Passes anti – socialist laws but again, backfires and he compromises.  He introduces his revision of social benefits to try to weaken attraction of socialists but working class wanted a working class party.

· Disunity was a big problem in the Empire. Many were excluded, disenfranchised, persecuted and suffered economically

· Bismarck tried hard to keep peace in Europe so he could consolidate the gains made from 1864 – 71.  This was his main foreign policy.  “Hot spots” emerged, e.g. The Balkans, Alliance system.

· Bismarck began to see the real need for creating a larger German Empire, Presence came from businesses, Colonies was the answer, but worried Britain.

· Bismarck was beginning fight a losing battle against forces in opposition to his idea and those who felt he had too much power.  Kaiser Wilhelm II was young headstrong and the two disagreed.  Bismarck was forced to resign in 1890.

· Germany under Wilhelm II 1890 – 1914 

· Very much his own man and did things without ministerial approval.  Relations between Reichstag and Wilhelm deteriorate 

· Army became powerful and much money spent on it.

· Wilhelm tries to contain the population of socialists groups but had the same difficulties as Bismarck

· Industrialisation increases, tariffs help Junkers and industrialists but not workers.  Growing population also leads to growing discontent.  Industrialists / Banks / Politicians – Kartels 

· Minorities within Empire continue to be treated badly.  Demonstrations increase.

· Wilhelm wants “place in the sun”  (Welt politik – a large overseas Empire) and greater influence in central Europe (Mitteleuropa) Army and Navy to be expanded.  Overseas Empire would help industry grow and deal with growing population.  Aggressive, imperialist foreign policy leads to:- 

· Growing tensions – Naval Armies Race + Alliance systems + Balkans etc  -> WAR.

