Higher Essay 1

Why was there a growth in national feeling in Germany during the period 1815 to 1850?

· Key words in the question:
Why; growth; national feeling;1815 to 1850.

· Instant thoughts:
This is a WHY question, not just a ‘what happened’ question.

National feeling is not the same as Unification – important to state this and understand this.

Why the dates 1815 to 1850?

Did national feeling change over the period?

· Introduction
Need to define ‘national feeling’ and briefly explain why it is different from unification.

Need to set the scene a bit, i.e. what was Germany like in 1815? How was Europe ruled? How important were boundaries? Where did a person’s loyalty lie? How important was nationalism to the aristocracy? (Don’t go into detail – just give the reader a picture of where this nationalism came from.)

Now state briefly what your essay is going to discuss, i.e. what is your essay going to show or prove to the reader.

Try to link into the first paragraph.

· Main Section
Could start off with factors which occurred before 1815 which were influential, e.g. American and French Revolutions and the impact of Napoleon.

You should now, in detail, go through the factors which were important in creating the growing national feeling, e.g. Cultural (Goethe, Jahn, Arndt and other writers etc.); Economic (Zollverein); Political (growth of Liberalism and middle class and the failure of the Bund to deal with their demands, etc.); Social (more politically aware people and growing discontent, transport developments). Talk also about the decline of Austria and what impact that had on nationalism.

An important section surely would be on the 1848 Revolutions and the collapse of the Frankfurt Parliament and how it encouraged German nationalism.

A paragraph is also needed to show that you understand there were factors which were a set back to nationalism, e.g the Vienna Settlement of 1815, Metternich and the Karlsbad Decrees.

· Conclusion
Now summarise your information and assessment of the factors which promoted nationalism and the factors which were a set back to nationalism, finishing off with a statement which answers the original essay question.
