Higher History  Democracy quotes.

The need for moving towards more democracy:

Every fit man who is not a political danger is morally entitled to come within the pale of the constitution. W E Gladstone.

The Parliamentary system of the 1850;’s was not democratic. It was not meant to be. S. Wood ‘Britain 1850-1979.

The class which hitherto ruled this country had failed miserably. It revels in power and wealth, whilst at its feet…lies the multitude of that it has neglected. A. Briggs ‘The Age of Improvement.

Bribery and corruption:

Bribery was fairly widespread – Historian Robert Southey.

Some advocates of the secret ballot had expected this to end bribery, but in practice the secret ballot often enabled voters to receive payments from both sides instead of one! -  Historian Professor Martin Pugh)

Pugh also noted that the fact that more men could vote was being cancelled out because the rising costs of electioneering gave a major advantage to the wealthy.

(see also Acts below)

House of Lords:

Lloyd George was not happy with the H.of L. because they tried to halt his bills. George said, the men in the House of Lords were men with no training, no qualifications, no experience.….were simply those whose sole qualification was that they were the first born of persons who had as few qualifications as themselves.

When the Parliamentary Act of 1911 was introduced, George said, the power of the aristocracy was ended.

Liberal PM Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman said that, a way must be found, and a way will be found by which the will of the people, expressed through their MP’s will be made to prevail.

The Reform Acts:

The 1867 Reform Act, was never likely to be more than a temporary expedient to meet the needs of the government of the day. (Prof. M. Pugh)

On the introduction the 1872 Act which ended bribery, etc., The Times noted that elections after 1872 were markedly different, ….an astonishing degree of order and sobriety have been observable. The Ballot was clearly from today’s experience conducted in striking degree to the general sobriety and order of the people. 

One newspaper welcomed the Reform Act of 1884, The addition of 2,000,000 voters means the expulsion of a good many candidates of the aristocracy from the House of Commons, and to give real representation to the people.

Also on the Act of 1884, historian TC Smout concluded, Unfortunately, due to the continued existence of groups who were not enfranchised….the Act left some 40% of the adult males in the UK still unenfranchised in 1911, clearly concentrated in the poor and younger working class.

On the Act of 1885, Historians Cole and Postgate state, What happened in effect was that the franchise had ceased, at last, in the counties as in the boroughs to be a class privilege…. 

Payment of MPs:

Gladstone gave the following as the reason why he thought MPs should be paid, an MP who does his duty to his constituents has very little time for anything else. Thus they could not work at anything else to make money so should be paid.

General:

Parliamentary reform was largely a reflection of changes in the economic and social structure of the country.  D. G. Wright ‘Democracy and Reform’.

