	Introduction to Germany 1918 - 1933


Do the dates 1918 and 1933 mean anything to you?

1918 – end of WW1

1933 – Nazis in power.

Are the two connected?

We are going to look at : -

· Post war Germany - demands for a more democratic Germany but why did the new democracy fail so spectacularly?

· What were the factors that brought about the collapse of democracy in Germany?

· What weakened the new Weimar Republic?

Plus

· How do we account for the rise of a new right wing movement, the NSDAP?

· What was the strength and appeal of the Nazis?

· How did Hitler and the Nazis come to power?

As always in History, there is no clear, straightforward answer to these questions but what is clear is that this period is a ‘busy time’ for Germany and as such, makes it a popular topic for essay writing.

There are a whole spectrum of events and features that we must consider. There are external as well as internal factors to look at but three phases are discernible: -

1. 1918 – 1923. Period of crisis, chaos, revolution, mutiny, abdication, violence, assassination, hyper inflation and reparation payments.

2. 1924 – 1929. Period of relative stability: Locarno treaties, League of Nations, ‘Stresemann era’, Dawes Plan, economic stability and growth and wealth for some. A time when few voted for or cared much for the Nazis.

3. 1930 – 1933. Period of economic instability: Depression, high unemployment, Presidential government, political extremism, violence, intimidation and economic collapse. The Nazis gain votes at this time.

In Summary

Three phases to the development of the Weimar period:

1. crisis and economic instability

2. political calm and relative security and growth

3. increasing political crisis and economic depression.

Three aspects to explain the end of the Weimar republic and the rise of the Nazis:

1. failure and disappointment with democracy 

2. strength and appeal of the Nazis

3. external factors, e.g. Depression, Treaty of Versailles, e.t.c.

