John Balliol – An Obituary
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John, King of Scots usually known as John Balliol or, correctly, John de Balliol was born in 1248, probably at Barnard Castle.

Following the death of Margaret, Maid of Norway in 1290, John Balliol was a competitor for the Scottish crown in the so called 'Great Cause', as he was a great-great-great grandson of King David I through his mother (and therefore one generation farther than his main rival Robert Bruce, 5th Lord of Annandale, grandfather of the future Robert the Bruce), being senior in genealogical primogeniture. He was successful and was crowned King of Scots.

However, 
