Liberals Essay – a plan

Title : 

To what extent were the Liberal social reforms of 1906-1914 prompted by feelings of genuine concern for the masses?

What you have to do:

Write an essay on all the reasons why the Liberals brought in social reforms but start but assessing the importance of ‘genuine concern for the masses’.

Introduction:

Some background – swept into power - landslide victory but not on a policy of reform. Reforms brought in were a significant move away from laissez-faire attitude of the past. Reasons which prompted the government to bring in reforms are varied and genuine concern for the masses was just one of them. A growing urban population living in industrial Britain endured social ills, which changed attitudes towards poverty and raised concerns about the health of the nation to fight future wars and compete industrially. A growing democracy and more militant trade unions, demanded help from the government and political parties had to respond. The Liberals were the first to do so with any kind of coherence.

Paragraph 1 – genuine concern for the masses?

The rigours of the industrial revolution were having a harrowing, far-reaching effect upon the poorest in Britain. Investigations by Booth and Rowntree discussed – showed poor getting poorer and it was not due to idleness or drunkenness. Laissez-faire attitude, charities and poorhouses not solving the problem. More people converted to the idea of state intervention and social justice. ‘New Liberals’ – did they have a personal commitment to reform? Lloyd George came from humble beginnings and felt genuine sympathy for the poor. Quotes. Brief descriptions of reforms brought in, discuss their limitations and assess whether they could truly be thought of as reforms set up because of concern for the masses – or were there other reasons?

Paragraph 2 – National Efficiency

Explain phrase. Need for a fit nation to fight and work in factories. This was an important factor in bringing in reforms. Boer War – details of concerns. State would have to intervene to ensure future health of recruits. The Economy relied on a healthy workforce to ensure Britain remained competitive against USA and Germany. Strong foreign competition was threatening UK’s position. Workforce would have to be more educated in the new industrial age. Quotes and tackle question.

Paragraph 3 – Political Expediency and the challenge from Labour

Increasing working class electorate and Liberals thought only way to get and keep their vote was to bring in social reforms. New Liberals would have to be seen to be looking after the worker’s interest if they were to stay in power. Therefore were reforms brought in (or forced upon the government to bring them in) to survive in power and not concern for the masses? How much of a threat was Labour? Some Liberals such as Churchill feared the spread of communism and revolution therefore reform was perhaps brought in to halt this threat. You may want to discuss the influence of Trade Unions in this paragraph. Quotes and link to essay Q.

Paragraph 4 – other influences 

Briefly discuss with judgements being made on the importance of such influences as 

· Social reforms in other countries, e.g. Bismarck’s Germany

· Influential writers and groups lending their voices to the need for reform

· Growing influence and power of the Trade Unions

· Fears of epidemics coming back and spreading.

Summarise their overall importance.

Conclusion

Yes, genuine concern for the masses formed part of the varied reasons for why the Liberals brought in reforms. The causes of poverty was revealed as economic and environmental reasons not idleness and drunkenness so laissez-faire attitudes had to go. The social problems created by the growing urban population in industrial Britain would have forced any government at this time to bring in reform.

However, other reasons were as important, if not more important. (Go through each reason you have raised and assess their importance) Come to some concluding statement with perhaps a quote. Clearly ‘genuine concern’ was important but must be placed in the context of other contributing factors.
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