[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.wmf]

There are two types of comparison questions.

1. How far does Source A and B agree about…?

OR

Compare the views in Source A and B. 

2. In what ways and for what reasons do Sources C and D disagree?


Step 1

Read the question then the source and decide if they agree or disagree on the given topic.

Step 2

Next decide what the sources agree or disagree on – if possible highlight the relevant quotes in the sources

Step 3 

Give an opening sentence to your first point of comparison.

Next give the relevant quote from both sources to show how the sources agree/disagree.

Repeat these steps on another point of agreement/disagreement to get full marks.

Give a conclusion to your answer.


Introductory sentence which answers the question

Source A and B agree / disagree / partly agree about _____________

Comparing points (Use these type of statements)

Source A and B agree / disagree about _________________. Source A says ________________ whereas(if they disagree)/likewise(if they agree) Source B says___________________ 

 Also, Source A and B agree / disagree about  ______________.  Source A says ___________________ whereas(if they disagree)/likewise(if they agree)Source B says __________________

Concluding Sentence

Therefore the two sources agree / disagree / both agree and disagree about ___________________.


Source A is from the Lanercost Chronicle.  It describes the attack on Berwick 1296.  
King Edward tried to persuade the head men of Berwick to surrender and promised not to harm them or their possessions. They laughed at him and gave no reply. They kept him waiting for three days.  When King Edward came to them on the fourth day, they increased their insults.  The pride of these traitors was humbled and, almost without use of force, the city was occupied.
Source B is from the Chronicle of Guisbourgh.  It describes the attack on Berwick in 1296.  
The King ordered his men to sound their bugles and to enter the city.  While the bugles blared, they quickly crossed the wall which the Scots had made from wooden stakes. They came upon the enemy and killed everywhere, right up to the sea.  The Scots were astonished at their entry and not one of them was able to fight. 
How far do Source A and Source B agree about the attack on Berwick?
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(Introduction)

Source A and B disagree about the attack on Berwick.
(Comparison)

Source A and B disagree about how Berwick was taken. (1)  Source A says that Edward gave the Scots three days to surrender and finally attacked when insulted by the Scots, whereas Source B says that Edward ordered his men to sound bugles and then entered the city taking the Scots by surprise who where astonished. (1)
Source A and B disagree about how the Scots were treated during the attack. (1) Source A says that Edward promised not to harm them or their possessions, whereas Source B says that Edward’s army came upon the enemy and killed everywhere. (1)  

(Conclusion)

Therefore the two sources greatly disagree about Edward’s attack on Berwick. 



This question is similar to the one before but you also have to explain WHY the sources differ. 

Step 1

Read the question then the source and decide if they agree or disagree on the given topic.

Step 2

Next decide what the sources agree or disagree on – if possible highlight the relevant quotes in the sources

Step 3

Think about why they differ 

3. How do the Authors differ – are they biased in favour of a particular side?

4. How does the sources differ in origin 

Is one source primary, and one secondary?  

Is one source written from one person’s experience at the time and the 

other written by a Historian who has all the facts and benefit of hindsight?


Introductory sentence which answers the question

Source C and D agree / disagree / partly agree about _____________

Comparing points (Use these type of statements)

Source C and D disagree about _________________  Source C says ________________ whereas Source D says___________________ 

(Repeat this step)

Reasons why they disagree (Use statements like these)
The Author of the sources differ because Source C is from the Catholic viewpoint whereas Source D is from a Protestant viewpoint.

The sources differ because they come from different time periods.  Source C was written in 1840s whereas Source D was written in the 1920s.

Conclusion

The two sources have completely different view about _____________ because ________________________________________________ 


Source C is from a letter sent by King John of Edward I, April 1296.

‘…you and others of your kingdom have committed repeatedly and by violent force intolerable injuries and severe damages against us and our kingdom and have come with a vast crowd of soldiers and committed acts of slaughter and burning.  We cannot any longer endure these insults and we renounce the fealty and homage which we have done to you’. 

Source D is from a letter from King John to Edward I, July 1296.

‘Through bad advice and our own foolishness we have angered our lord Edward in that whilst we still owed him fealty and homage we made alliances with the King of France against him, we have defied him, renouncing our homage, we have sent men into England to burn and murder.  For these many wrongs our lord the King of England has conquered Scotland, something he had a right to do.’ 

In what ways and for what reasons do Source C and Source D differ from one another?
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(Introduction)

Source C and D give very different descriptions of what happened in 1291.   

(Comparing Points)

Source C and D disagree about the Scots views of Edward claiming the overlordship (1).  Source C says that Edward had given the Scots good and sufficient reasons that he was overlord and they freely accepted this, whereas Source D says that Edward took advantage of the Scots making himself overlord (1).

Source C and D disagree about Edward helping the Scots (1).  Source C says that Edward came without any kind of threat to help the Scots, where as Source D says he came in the guise of a friend or ally to invade them as an enemy (1). 

(Reasons for difference)

The sources differ because Source C is an English record whereas Source D is a Scottish document so the two sources are biased in favour of either side (1).
The sources also differ because they come from slightly different time periods.  Source C was written in 1291 when Edward offered to help choose the next king, whereas Source D was written in 1320 with the benefit of hindsight when the Scots were trying to persuade the Pope to accept Scotland was independent (1). 

(Conclusion)

The two sources give completely different descriptions about what happened in 1291 because Source C gives and English account and Source D gives a Scottish account.
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