The Development of German Nationalism 1815-1840s

1815 – The Defeat of Napoleon. 




Congress of Vienna




Economic Factors.

1834 Zollverien

A Customs union set up. Got rid of trade barriers, i.e. custom duties. Needed this to help trade
Political Factors.

German Confederation. Aimed to protect Independence of states. Conservative representatives. Middle class and peasants little political influence.
Social Factors.

By 1840 there were more people living in  German towns. They were becoming politically aware. Rising national consciousness. Aristocracy and old rulers fighting to stem spread of unification ideas.
Cultural Factors.

Ideas spread by writers, poets, university lecturers and students fuel growing nationalist feelings. But Karlsbad Decrees.

Remember, there were factors working for as well as against unification and the spread of nationalism. As unification did not happen until 1871, we can assume there were more factors working against than for unification.

