Advance Higher History: American Civil War

Work to do before 21st  August 2007

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is now 5 weeks since the change of timetable and we have done well so far. We should all be at a certain point the first week back after summer and this sheet will give advice on that and suggestions for increasing your knowledge of the topic.

1. Student Guide 1 should now be completed. We will go back over some of the tasks in August. Ensure a decent understanding of this section.

2. You should have read through the first section (the supplementary section) on Historiography in your booklet. It is scary stuff but don’t panic! Take copious notes. We will discuss this in depth as Historiography is so important to your course.

3. You should have about half of Student Guide 2 completed. Pupils find this section interesting and you will probably want to finish it by the 21st. It is fine to do this but I would only expect you to have about half done.

4. You should read through the booklet I gave you on Dissertations and have a look at the list of dissertations topics. Start thinking about what you want to do and consider the feasibility of your choice, i.e. is there primary and secondary sources available on this title? (See your Annotated Bibliography)

5. Dip into McPherson on a regular basis. I can only handle a ‘little and often’ approach to this book and you may be the same, so start reading it now.

6. Get organised with folders and dividers – one for the booklet work and one for your dissertation.

7. Try to catch up on some movies such as Ride with the Devil, Cold Mountain, Red Badge of Courage.
8. Keep checking websites for any good ones. 
This is not as bad as it looks. I will put this sheet (and others) on the webpage: http://thegordonschools.typepad.co.uk/history
Oh, by the way enjoy your holidays!




Mr Davidson.

PS – I will be reading all the other textbooks in the department to assess their suitability, in case you were wondering.

