Essay Plan: How true is it to say that the Labour Government of 1945-1951 set up the Welfare State?
Introduction:



This is an example of an essay where you need to define Welfare State. Then give some background to Labour’s victory and their election promises. Signpost your argument, i.e. tell the marker that there were social welfare reforms introduced into Britain before Labour came to power This ended the old laissez-faire attitudes and laid the foundations for further reforms which the Labour government of 1945 were in a position to implement.

Paragraph 1:

Pre-Labour government reforms should be discussed. Clearly the Liberal government’s reforms of 1906-1914 should be briefly covered. The limitations should be covered. The key point here is to identify the start made by the Liberals towards a welfare state and the move away from laissez-faire. The WW1 interrupted this flow towards reform and impoverished Britain. Promises of ‘homes fit for heroes after WW1 came to little. A brief mention of what, if any, reforms were brought in during the 20s and 30s. Some piecemeal reforms but a neglected period.(Look at your Study Guide)

Paragraph 2:

Impact of WW2 – the midwife of the welfare state? Broad agreement among all three political parties about what the post war Britain should be like. Attitudes changed and people now wanted a fairer society. This occurred due to factors and events such as evacuation, equality of sacrifice and war socialism. How each help changed attitudes should be explained. Government now intervening in so many aspects of people’s lives that it would be difficult to go back to less government intervention after the war. 

Paragraph 3:

Government Action 1940-42. Coalition government headed by Churchill from May 1940 had some Labour ministers (Attlee, Bevin, Morrison, etc.) They were prominent in the development of the social and the economic policies on the home front. Welfare measures brought in: National Milk Scheme, Provision of School Milk and Meals, Immunisation, State nurseries, Old Age and Widows Pension Act and the Determination of the Needs Act. This was building upon the foundations if the Welfare State. 

Paragraph 4:

Beveridge Report; the Five Giants; the Coalition Government’s response and Labour Government’s response. This will form the bulk of the essay and could be split into two paragraphs. Things to briefly consider: Education Act 1944, Family Allowance Act, National Insurance Acts, N.H.S. school rebuilding programme, housing problem and employment. 

Analysis: Labour’s reforms went some way to attack the Five Giants and went a long way towards completing the welfare state system. A ‘safety net’ had been created to protected people from the ‘cradle to the grave’. They did well overall, considering the economic problems and shortages of materials and manpower.

Conclusion:

It can argued strongly that the Welfare state was not the sole creation of the Labour Party. If you examine the longer term, i.e. from 1870s to 1948, the Labour Party only really figures at the end - granted their contribution to the welfare state was the most important. However, the parts played by the Liberal Government of 1906-1914 and the Coalition Government of 1940-45 cannot be ignored. The Liberal Party contributed greatly to the breaking down of the laissez-faire principle. WW1 and the Depression of the 1930s interrupted this move towards social reform. Thus the Labour Government only completed a Welfare state originated by others. Nevertheless, it was a monumental task that faced the inexperienced Labour Government, hemmed in by serious economic problems. Labour’s achievement was to complete the structure of the modern Welfare State during the years 1945-48.

Perhaps the most important impact on the creation of the Welfare State was WW2. The war helped create a popular and political agreement about how Britain’s social problems should be dealt with. In 1945, Liberals, Labour and Conservatives all came out with remarkably similar programmes of reform. The public voted in the party they believed would carry through their promises. Thus it fell to the Labour Government to complete what the nation needed, wanted and expected – the establishment of the Welfare State.  

