What is Proportional Representation (PR)?

We are used to one MP having one seat in our House of Commons. Each area of the country elects one MP and that MP goes to parliament to represent the people from that area. It was not like that in Germany under the Weimar Republic. The people voted according to which party they wanted. For each 60,000 votes they got the party could send one person to the Reichstag(the German Parliament). This was fair because each party got seats in proportion to the number of votes it got.

But there were problems:

1. No party could get an overall majority – this meant that several parties had to join together to form the government. This could mean lots of disagreements over what policies to follow. Sometimes, there would be compromises that no one was completely happy with.

2. PR helped extreme parties to get into parliament – even if these parties could only attract a small number of votes, this could be enough to get them into the Reichstag. They could then speak about their ideas and put their opinions across.

3. The German people tended to like strong government – they had been used to this under the Kaiser. To the people, the Weimar Republic seemed weak and indecisive. And of course, many Germany people (especially ex-soldiers) blamed the politicians of the Weimar Republic for signing the hated Treaty of Versailles.

